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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Thb following Recollectioiis and Re- 
flections were written during a residence 
at Toulouse, in France, between the 20th 
of November 1819, and the lOth of April 
1820. 

The Author is awane that there are 
eiq[>ressions Which may b€ tinac($eptable to 
the partisans both of Mr. Pitt and of Afr. 
Fox $ but he has spoken with the integrity 
of an historian. 
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RECOLLECTIONS, 

&c. 



CHAPTER I. 



From the Accession (^ George the Third in 
October 1760, to the Dissolution of Par- 
liament in March 1 784. 

Gbo&oe IL died suddenly about the close of 
October 1760. At that time I was nearly 
sixteen years old ; so that the active part of 
my Jife has all been passed during the reign 
of George IIL 

My father was physician to George II. 
Thb circumstance led me to see in early life, 
people who were about the CJourt. I can- 
not say diat the nation much regretted the 
death of George IL During the last three 
years^ of his reign the war against France 
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had been carried on with much success ; but 
this was attributed to the energy of Mr. 
Secretary Pitt, who was known t« be Mi- 
nister against the wishes of the King. 

The nation hailed with pleasure the ac- 
cession of a Prince bom in the country; 
they persuaded themselves that the interests 
of England would no longer be sacrificed to 
the interests of HanoYcr ; and much advan- 
tage of this circumstance was^taken in the 
first speech of the young King to Parlia- 
ment. ^^ Bora and educated in this country, 
I glory in the name of Briton:** the old 
Earl of Hardwicke, the Ex-chancellor, cen- 
sured this expression^ saying that it was an 
insult to the memory of the late King; but 
the nation was pleased with the expression. 
The young King (for he was at that time 
little more than twenty-two years of age) 
was of a good person, sober, temperate, of 
domestic habits, addicted to no vice, swayed 
by no passion— what had not the nation to 
expect from such a character? There was 
another circumstance which much increased 
bis pc^larity: duiing the vdgns of Geoige 
L aikl George II. a considerable part of the 
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nation bad been as it were proscribed^ iinder 
the name of Tories. The imputation against 
these men was, that they were attached to 
the family of Stuart: probably some of 
them were attached to that family; but very 
many were included under the denomina- 
tion of Tories^ solely because they had dia* 
approved of the corrupt and feeble Adminis- 
tratk>ns of Sir Robert Walpole ^id the Pel* 
ham9« It was soon remarked^ that the Pel^ 
ham party did xiot possess the partiality of 
George III* in the same manner as they had 
possessed that of George 11. r and the Tories 
saw with pleasure the removal of that pro* 
scription by whiq^ they had been so long 
\)ppreased. , In ope word^ the nation was 
intoxicated with loyalty. But those who 
appi^ached the Court more nearly^ per^ 
cdved circumstances which filled them with 
apprehensions 

I recollect the expression used to my 
fiither by Mr. Pratt, at that time Attorney 
GeneiaV afterwards better known by the 
name of Lord Camden^ within four months 
after the King's accession : ^' I see already, 
that ^bis will; be a if eak and an inglorious 

B 2 
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reign/* I recollect also the relation which 
a friend of my father's gave to him of a 
conversation which he had had with Charles 
Townshend : *' I said to Charles Towns- 
hend, I don't want to know any state se- 
crets, but do tell me what is the character of 
this young man ?" After a pause, Charles 
Townshend replied, ** He is very obsti- 
nate." It was also observed that the Prin- 
cess Dowager of Wales had kept the young 
Prince from having any confidential intimacy 
with any person except herself and the Earl 
of Bute : the ptetence for this was the pre- 
servation of his morals. In truth, they had 
blockaded all approach to him, A notion 
has prevailed, that ^he Earl of Bute had 
suggested political opinions to the Princess 
Dowager ; but this was certainly a mistake. 
In understanding, the Princess Dowager 
was far superior to the Earl of Bute; in 
whatever degree of favour he stood with 
her, he did not suggest, but he received, her 
opinions and her directions. The late Mar- 
quis of Bute told me, that at the King's 
accession, his father, the Earl of Bute, had 
no connexion beyond the pale of Leiciester 
House, He added, '^ I never lived with my 
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father, nor did any of his children/* Could 
such a man be fit to be a Minister ? 

The Princess Dowager of Wales was a 
woman of a very sound understanding, and 
was considered as such by all who had occa- 
sion to converse with her. But she had 
been educated in the Court of her father, 
the Duke of Saxe Gotha; here she had re- 
ceived her ideas of sovereign power, and she 
could never bring herself to feel the neces** 
sity, that sovereign power should be exer- 
cised by a King of Great Britain with dif- 
ferent sisntiments, and in a manner different 
from that in which she had seen it exercised 
at Saxe Gotha. 

Few Englishmen have occasion to see 
the interior of the Court of a petty German 
Prince; it may therefore be difficult to bring* 
Englishmen to comprehend the character of 
such a Court. A petty German Sovereign 
is riot a magistrate; he is rather the pro- 
prietor of the soil, and of the inhabitants. 
His Ministers exist by his breath; they are 
liable to no responsibility except to their 

B 3 
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tilaat^ ; they fall it^ insignificance when bif 
favour is itunoved: be resembles more a 
Polish or Hungarian Noble^ than a British 
Sovereign* He has an interest that his lands 
should be well cultivated^ and his people 
not 4riven from bis territory ; because^ if the 
lands remained uncuitivatedtf bis revenues 
¥f)0(uld be lessened; but he collects all the 
revenue which he can, consistently with 
t^s attention to his interest, and spmids it 
all in vanity or personal gratifications. 

When the Princess^ <tf Wales came to the 
Ckmrt of St James, she found the British 
Sovereign a very di^rent character from 
that which she had seen at Saxe Gotha. She 
found him controlled by his Ministers, in- 
dulged in petty gratifications, but compelled 
to submit to thdr opinions on all importsuit 
subjects. We cannot be surprised that she 
was di^sted at this ; and it is well known 
that she ever impressed upon the King from 
his early years this lei»on, ''George, be 
King." And this lesson Beems to^'have in- 
fluenced the King's conduct through the 
whole of his l^e. Extreme apprefaensioA that 
his Ministers or others might encroach upon 
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tu$ power, an.«8rne6t wisb that be wight, 
exeix^ise bis power peraooally, or, in otbw 
Worda, tbat be might be bis own Miaiiiter^ 
bave in a veiy $iQgular manner marked bia 
qondnct during the whole of bis reign* 

At bis acce^ion, he found the Felham 
party in po^SMsion of the Administration ; 
much atvengthened by its alliance wUb Mn 
Siecretary Pitt, and popular from his sue- 
ce^ful conduct of the war. It was perilous 
to attempt to change such an Administra* 
$ioh. Hie kte Mmquis of Roddngbam told 
me, that about the end of February I70if 
be receiyed a message from the Duke of 
Newcastle, requesting him to be at New- 
castle House that evening* He w«it there : 
Oil bis entering the room, the Duke of New- 
castle ran up to him and said, " We have 
received a message from the King, of great 
importance; he widies that the Earl of 
Holde/nesse may Design the place of Secre- 
-tary of State for the Northern Department, 
and moevfeAn lieu of it the Wardenship 
of the Cinque Ports, and that the EarLof 
Bute may be appointed Secretary of State 
for the Northern Department^ in the place 
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of the Earl of Holdernessc/' When ihis 
subject was discussed^ the Earl of Hard- 
wicke strongly recommended that the Ring's 
wishes should be complied with without 
opposition. He said, ^' that this was the 
first instance in which the King had inters 
fered in the nomination of Ministers ; and 
that resistance to his wishes might excite an 
ill-will which they might afterwards re- 
gret." The Marquis of Rockingham told 
me, that he himself rather objected, and 
desired them to consider, whether, *^ if they 
admitted, in February 1761, that the Earl of 
Bute was fit to be a Secretary of State, they 
could say in the following year that he was 
not fit to be a Prime Minister ?'* But die 
Earl of Hardwicke's opinion prevailed, and 
the Earl of Bute was appointed Secretary of 
State. 

In the autumn of 1761, Mr. Pitt was 
removal firom the office of Secretary of 
State, and every tool of Government em- 
ployai to run dawn his character and de- 
stroy his popularity. 
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The old Duke of Newcastle was as macfa 
rejoiced at the removal of Mr. Fitt as anj 
man. He bad always felt himself fettered 
and oppressed by the superior mind of Mr. 
Pitt; and on Mr. Pitt's removal he was 
weak enough to imagine that he should 
possess the same degree of power as he hod 
possessed before Mr. Pitt'S advancement to 
c^ce. But early in the spring 1762^ the 
Duke was himself removed from his situa* 
tion^ and the Earl of Bute appointed First 
Lord of the Treasury and Prime Minister in 
his room. During the year 17O1 there had 
been a negotiation for peace, and M. Bassy 
had come to London .for the purpose of am- 
ducting the negotiation ; but the negotiation 
failed, and I think, that whoever carefully, 
and impartially examines the papers that 
passed on that occasion, will be of opinion 
that Mr. Secretary Pitt did not wish for 
peace. But the young King was anxious 
for it: and in. the course of the year 1762, 
the Earl of Bute opened a new negotiation 
with the Court of France. Peace was the 
result of this negotiation : but the terms 
of the peace were universally abused, though 
I think, it would be difficult to show what 

4 
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giMter advantages could have been ob- 
tained ; every thing which we did retain^ 
vras either iogunous or of little benefit The 
acquisition of Canada^ and the extension of 
the limits of our American Colonies^ have 
been injurious to us ; the cession of Gre-^ 
nada, and of the neutral West India islands^ 
has been of little importance ; and as it has 
been since decided^ that the. Slave Tnde 
ought to be abandoned, acquisiticms on the 
coast of Africa could not be of much use. 
But the langu^e of the natbn was, ** Afiter 
a most successful war^ see how little we 
have gained.** People did not perceive, that 
the war had been continued without a Bri- 
lidi object; soldy to support Oeoi^e the 
Second's German interests, and gratify the 
ambition of Mr. Fttt. But the peace was 
odious ; the pageant of a hoot and pettico^ 
paradedthrough the streets of London, fright*- 
ened the Earl of Bute into a resignation ; and 
the King appointed George Greoviile his suc- 
cessor. But before I examine the Admir 
nistratioti of Mr. George Grenville, I will 
make a few observations on the transaction 
which took place from the accession of the 
King to the fctirement of the Earl of R\atj£. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



u 

Mr. Edmund fiwke has said^ in mie <^ 
his pcditiciil works^ that the plan of an inr 
tenor Cial>inet was formied during the life of 
Frederic Prince of Wales. I doubt the cor* 
rectnesa of this assertion. I think that it must 
be at least adopted with great allowances. 
I believe the Princess Dowager of Wales had 
suggested to the King, from his earliest years» 
to be his own Minister^ and to resist the 
control of those who were in office. She 
bad seen the manner in which the Ministers 
hfld^ at di^rent tim^, thwiurted the wishes 
^ George 11. Perhaps even George II. 
himself had sometimes felt and been iodig* 
nant at this control: he was a foreigoert 
and feaired the return to power of the Stuart 
family* But the Princess Dowager of Wales 
widbed her son to be a King, such as she 
had been educated to believe a King ought 
to be; vis. a King after the model of a 
Duke of Saxe Gotha ; and this was the ob-* 
ject of that lesson which she was continually 
inculcating to him, ** George, be King.'* 
But I do not see any reason for believing 
that there was any original intention of 
forming an interior Cabinet I believe that 
the fJan of the interior Cabinet grow out^ 
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of circumstances which afterwards arose. 
The first wish was, that the Earl of Bate 
should be advanced to be Prime Minister ; 
and while he was Minister, there was cer- 
tainly no desire to form an interior Cabinet. 
Most probably the interior Cabinet arose on 
his retirement from office. When the Earl 
of Bute was made Secretary of State for 
the Northern Department, he found in that 
office Mr. Charles Jenkinson, a man of fa- 
mily, though in the inferior situation of a 
volunteer clerk. The Earl of Bute disco- 
vered this gentleman's abilities ; and when 
he was made First Lord of the Treasury, re- 
moved Mr. Jenkinson with him to his new 
office, and made him Secretary of the Trea- 
sury. When the Earl of Bute resigned, 
Mr. Jenkinson was the channel through 
which confidential communications were 
conveyed from the King to the Princess 
Dowager and the Earl of Bute; and this 
was most probably the origin of the interior 
Cabinet. 

The King, at his accession, had two 
objects; the first was to destroy the Pelham 
faction, the second was to put an end to 
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the war. For his attempts to efiect those 
objects, he was more abused than forany* 
other act of his life ; although perhaps those 
objects were the most judicious and the 
most meritorious of his reign. But the Pel- 
ham faction was very powerful. Many in- 
dividuals, not acting under the direction of 
that faction, indulged themselves in gross 
abuse of the Princess Dowager and the 
Earl. of Bute, and even of the King himself. 
This gave occasion to measures dictated 
more by resentment than by judgment, and 
ultimately produced a sort of personal contest 
between the Princess Dowager and the King 
on one side, and John Wilkes on the other. 
The generous character of the English na- 
tion naturally led them to take part with 
thfe individual whom they thought op- 
pressed, and the King was injured by the 
victory. I do not believe that the King 
ever wished to reinstate the Earl of Bute* 
He saw the EarFs want of courage: pro- 
bably be saw his incapacity, and his unfit- 
ness to serve his views : but it is possible 
that the Princess Dowager of Wales might 
still retain a wish that the Earl of 'Bute 
should be replaced in the office of Prime 
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Minister. However this might be^ when* 
ever the new Minister^ Mr. Grenville, re- 
sisted the wishes of the King and the Frm* 
cess Dowser, be was recalled to obedience 
by a negotiation being opened with Mr. 
Fkt. This negotiation was not cooeeakd; 
on the contrary, there was a wish on the 
part of the Eong and the Princess Dowagi^r 
that it should be generally known: for their 
olyect was to bring back Mr. QrenTille to 
obedience, by showing hiin the danger of 
his being removed, in case he resisted their 
wishes. And while Mr. Grenville remained 
Minister, these negotiations happened riot 
unfrequently. 

But the great measure of Mr«6renviUe*s 
Administration was the Stamp Act This 
was an atteihpt to raise taxes in the Ame* 
rioi^ Ckilonies by the vote of a British Par^ 
liament; all taxes in the British Coloiues 
having, down to that period, been ever 
voted by their several Colonial Assemblies^ 
This measure has produ^d consequences m 
important, tiot solely to Great Britain, but 
also to so mamy other states# that one can* 
not f ass ov^ it without de^ refle<^iiMit 
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I have beard it doubted^ whether the aiea- 
sore originated with Mr. George Grenrille. 
I have heard it intimated^ that the measiune 
origiiiated with the Ring, that is to aay^ 
with the Ring's secret advisers ; aod that 
Mr« Grenville acceded to the plan with con- 
sidemble rdluctance. I have no means of 
knowii^ whether the measure originated 
with Mr. Grenville or with the King. But 
from the unremitted obstinacy with whidi 
the King persevered in the wish to impose 
taxes on the Colonies by a Brit^ ParHa^ 
ment, every man must see that it may fatriy 
be called the favourite measure of his reign. 
I will eaLamtne the sut^t more fully at aur 
other time. 

About the beginning of the year 1705» 
^bc King feUl ill ; I know it has been said 
that his illness was a mental derangement ; 
but I do not believe it On his recovery^ 
it occurred to Mr. Grenville and the other 
Ministers, that if the King had died, there 
would have been considerable difficulty in 
appointing a R^ent ; and as the Prince of 
Wales was then oniy two years and a half 
old, a Regency, and for a long contt- 
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nuance^ would have been necessary. They 
therefore determined to bring into Parlia-^ 
ment a Bill enabling the King to appoint a 
R^ent by his will- But Mr. Grenville did 
not choose that the Princess Dowager of 
Wales should be the Regent ; and he pro- 
bably thought that the Princess Dowager 
would be the person whohi the King would 
be most disposed to select : for during the 
Princess Dowager's life, the Queen does not 
appear to have had much influence over the 
King. He therefore suggested to the King, 
that his power of appointment must be 
confined to the Queen, and the descendants 
of George IL The King resisted this, as he 
saw that by such a limitation he should be 
precluded from nominating the Prinqess 
Dowager. Mr. Grenville persevered; tell- 
ing the King, that he could not und^take 
to carry the Bill through the House of Com- 
mons, except His Majesty's power were 
thus limited. The King at length yielded; 
and as the Bill "was already in the House of 
Lords, he consented that the Earl of Hali- 
fax, Secretary of State^^ should be sent down 
to the House of Lords with a message to the 
Earl of Nortbington, at that time Chancel- 
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lor, signifying that it was the King^s plea« 
sure that bis power of appointment should 
be confined to the Queen, and the descend- 
ants of George II. I have been told, and 
from good authority, that the Earl of North- 
ington replied, '^ Your Lordship astonishes 
me; I should not have given credit to such 
a message if it had not been brought to me 
by one of His Majesty's Secretaries oif 
State." . But the Bill was framed agreeably 
to this message, and sent down in that 
shape to the House of Commons. After the 
Bill had thus passed the Lords, the Earl of 
Northington waited on the King to inform 
him what had been done; adding, that in 
obedience to the message which he had re- 
ceived through the Earl of Halifax, His Ma- 
jesty would not have the power of appoint- 
ing the Princess Dowager of Wales. The 
King replied, " Mr. Grenville tells me, that 
if my power of appointment had been ex- 
tended to the Princess Dowager, he could 
not have undertaken to carry the Bill 
through the House of Commons.** — ^^ Would 
your Majesty have wished to have had the 
power of aj^ointing the Princess Dowager?** 
— ** Most certainly; provided the introduc- 
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tioQ of such a power would not have pro- 
voked a debate painful to the Princess Dow- 
ager herself.'* The Earl of Northington 
said no more; but on his retirement from 
the King's closet^ sent for Mr. John Mor- 
ton, Member for Abingdon. To Mr. 
Morton he gave these instructions : '* When 
the Bill in your House is in a Committee, 
jump up, and move to insert the name of the 
Princess Dowager of Wales, and in the 
mean time keep the design to yourself." 
Mr. Morton followed the Earl of Northing- 
ton's directions. The Opposition, not ex- 
pectu^ such an amendment, was not pre- 
pared to oppose it. It would have been in- 
decent in the Ministers to oppose it, and 
the a:mendment was adopted without one 
dissenting voice. Mr. Morton was an inti- 
mate Aiend of my father, and related this 
anecdote to him. 

It will easily be supposed, that the 
Princess Dowager was highly indignant at 
the affront which Mr. Grenville had at- 
tempted to put on her; and the King im- 
mediately decided to dismiss him. I have 
been told, that the King did not conceal the 
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ground of his displeasure with Mn Grenville; 
openly saying, *' When Mr. Grenville told 
me, that, if the Princess Dowager s name 
were inserted in the Bill, he could not un- 
(krtake to carry it through the House of 
Commons, either Mr. Grenville did not 
know the disposition of the House of C!om« 
mons, or he practised a deception on me; 
in either case he is not fit to be my 
Minister.*' 

On the removal of Mr. Grenville, the 
King appointed the Marquis of Rockingham 
Prime Minister. This Nobleman was a man 
of high honour and the strictest integrity ; 
from his accession to office to the day of his 
death, he was never accused of being in- 
fluenced by motives of personal interest: 
his undersfonding was sound, ttK)Ugh not 
brilliant ; but he had never before held any 
public situation, nor had he been much 
conversant in business : his friends saw, that 
with such habits, it would be advantageous 
that he should always have near him a man 
acquainted with politi<::al subjects, and ac- 
customed to laborious application. They 
sdeot^d for this purpose Mr* Edmund Burke. 

c 2 
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When William Gerard Hamilton (generally 
known by the name of Single-speech Hamil- 
ton) went to Ireland as Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant, Mr. Edmund Burke at- 
tended Mr. Hamilton as his private Secre- 
tary: he was rewarded for this service with 
a pension of 300/. a year; which, as I have 
heard, he soon after sold to relieve his im- 
mediate necessities. 

At the time when Mr. Burke was se- 
lected to be the private Secretary tp the 
Marquis of Rockingham, he was an author 
in the service of Mr. Dodsley the bookseller; 
he had conducted for that gentleman the 
Annual Register, a work of considerable 
reputation and merit, first established in the 
year 1758; and I believe that it was con- 
ducted under the direction of Mr. Burke to 
a very late period of his life. The political 
knowledge of Mr. Burke might be considered 
almost as an Encyclopa^ia : every man who 
approached him received instruction from 
his stores ; and his fellings (for failings he 
bad) were not visible at that time ; perhaps 
they did not then exist ; perhaps they grew 
up in the progress of his political life. When 
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Mr. Burke entered into the service of the 
Marquis of Rockingham he was not rich^ but 
the munificent generosity of that Nobleman 
immediately placed him in an affluent situa-^ 
tion* Mr. Burke purchased a beautiful villa, 
at BeacQnsfield^ which was paid for by the 
Marquis of Rockingham. When Dr. John- 
son^ who^ like Mr. Burke^ had subsisted by 
his labours as an author, visited his friend 
at his new purchase, he could not help ex- 
claiming with the shepherd in Virgil's Ec- 
logue, 

^' Non equidem invideo, miror magb.^ 

But the Marquis of Rockingham's liberality 
was not confined to the person of Mr. Burke; 
he procured for Mr. William Burke, his 
cousin, and most confidential connexion, 
the employment of Under Secretary of State 
to General Conway; and he gave to Mr. 
Edmund Burke's brother, Richard Burke, the 
place of Collator of the Customs at Grenada. 
I mention these circumstances to show, that 
Lord Rockingham was fully entitled to that 
devoted attachment which Mr. Edmund 
Burke ever paid him to the end of that 
Noble Lord's life. 

c 3 
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Let me pauae to reflect on the transac- 
tions of that year in which Lord Rock* 
ingham was Minister. I can discover 
no faults in the administration of public 
affairs during that year: the conduct of 
Government was wise and upright : by the 
repeal of the Stamp Act^ they put an end to 
a civil dissension, which had been unneces- 
sarily excited. Had the measures adopted 
by Lord Rockingham been persevered in» 
Great Britain, I might almost add, Europe 
itself, would not have experienced that mi* 
sery, relief from which she now finds so 
difficult. Lord Rockin^am repealed the 
Stamp Act ; and from that hour the King 
determined to remove him. Lord Rod^ing- 
ham himself told me, that the King never 
showed him such distinguished marks of 
kindness, as after he had secretly determined 
to get rid of him. The Marquis of Rock- 
inghan) accompanied the repeal of the Stamp 
Act with another Act, declaratory of the 
right. I know that he has been much cen- 
sured for this measure. Mr. Pitt recom- 
mended that the Stamp Act should be re- 
pealed by an Act declaring that the claim 
of the British Parliament was unconstitu- 
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tioiMl aod UlegaL This wtovid most cerUin- 
ly Imve been the bolder measure ; but we 
must recollect the situation of Lord Rock* 
ingbam when he proposed to FarliamenC 
the r^eal of the Stamp Act. In his front 
he had a formidable opposition ; in his rear 
the household troops, ready to declare ' 
against him; it was his duty to consider 
what measures were practicable; 1 will even 
go one step further, it was his duty not un*- 
necessarily to offend the King. The plan 
which he brought forward, of an Act decla- 
ratory of the right, while it relinquished the 
exercise of that right, had been formerly 
adopted on a dispute with ireland^ of a 
nature somewhat similar. When the ciril 
dissension with America had been put an 
end to, who could imagine that the King 
and the interior Cabinet would wish to re- 
new it ? 

The Administration of Lord Rockingham 
lasted 01^ year, and, I believe, a few days 
more.^ On his removal, the King sent for 
the Ex-Secretary Mr. Pitt, and requested 
him to form an Administration. From the 
reports circulated at that time, it seems as 
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if Mr. Pitt had been the dupe of those appa- 
rent marks of kindness which the King 
knew so well how to practise whenever he 
thought them necessary. Mn Pitt thought 
that he possessed the entire confidence of 
the King^ and acted as if the selection of his 
colleagues depended wholly upon himself. 
This occasioned a breach between him and 
his brother-in-law. Earl Temple ; and, as 
Mr. Burke has remarked in a pamphlet sub- 
sequently published, '* When Mr. Pitt had 
formed his Cabinet, he was no longer Mi- 
nister.** It is much to be regretted, that 
when the Marquis of Rockingham formed 
his Administr^on, in 1 7O5, he did not feel 
the advantage which would have been de- 
rived fi'om Mn Pitt being in his Cabinet. 
Lord Rockingham must at that time have 
fiilly known the King's character; he must 
have been sensible of the difficulty which 
every Administration would have in restrain- 
ing the King froin pursuing his own private 
views, m opposition to the opinion of his 
ostensible Ministers. The experienced mind, 
the popularity, the venerable character of 
that great Statesman Mr. Pitt, would have 
added strength to his gc^vernment. What 
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a different Cabioet would it have been, if, 
instead of that contemptible old man the 
Duke of Newcastle, he had made Mr. Pitt 
Lord Vnvy Seal ! But, although an apparent 
union had subsisted, from 1 7 67 to 1761, 
between the Pelham party and Mr. Pitt, yet 
the Pelham party had always hated Mr. Pitt; 
they felt themselves oppressed by the supe- 
riority of his mind, and perhaps he hml 
sometimes unnecessarily made them sensible 
of their inferiority. Lord Rockingham had 
been educated from early life in this party ; 
and, from that circumstance, most probably, 
felt no inclination to be united with Mr. 
Pitt. 

In forming his Cabinet, Mr. Pitt made 
the Duke of Grafton First Lord of the Trea- 
sury. His own health disqualified him from 
holding that office, and he chose for himself 
the office of Lord Privy Seal, with an earl- 
dom. But he admitted into his Cabinet so 
many persons not sincerely attached to him 
or to his measures, that, whenever ill health 
compelled him to absent himself from the 
Cabinet, measures were adopted wholly re- 
pugnant to Mr. Pitt's views. His removal 
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to the House of Lords deprived him of a 
great portion of his powen From this cir- 
cumstance, Charles Townshend remained in<- 
dispntably the first speaker in the House of 
Commons. Mr. Burke, in one of his poli- 
tical speeches, calls him '* that prodigy 
Charles Townshend/' I have heard the late 
Lord Thurlow say, that Charles Townshend 
was the most delightful ' speaker he ever 
heard. For myself, I never heard him but 
once ; and that was not on an occasion in 
which his powers could be fairly shown, for 
he had himself arranged that he should on 
that day be in a minority. It was on that 
debate, previous to the dissolution of Farlia-;^ 
ment in 17O8, when the land-tax was re- 
duced from four shillings to three shillings ; 
or, as it was ludicrously said, when the 
country gentlemen bribed themselves wiA a 
shilling in the pound of their own land-tax. 

Mr. Charles Townshend was soon taken 
into the Duke of Grafton's Cabinet, and 
made Chancellor of the Exchequer. I will 
not use so strong an expression as to say 
that he was treacherous to this Administra- 
tion, but he certainly saw that the Earl of 
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Chatham's greatness was on the decline; 
and that he should most readily increase his 
own importance by acquiescing in the wishes 
of the King. He therefore brought forward 
n^easures tending to revive the question of 
the right of the British Parliament to tax 
the American Colonies ; but his premature 
death protects him from being considered as 
the author of the American war. 

The Duke of Grafton, who had been 
made First Lord of the Treasury, was cer- 
tainly a man of a very feeble mind ; he had 
about him at that time a Secretary of the 
name of Thomas Bradsha w ; and a mistress, 
formerly known by the name of Nancy Par- 
sons, at that time bearing the name of Mrs. 
Horton, afterwards Lady Maynard. Those 
who wished to destroy the Earl of Chatham's 
Administration saw, that they should very 
much advance their designs if they could 
separate the Duke of Grafton from the Earl 
of Chatham : they had gained over the 
Duke's Secretary, Mr. Bradshaw ; but they 
could not corrupt his mistress. She had the 
sense to see that the Duke's honour required 
him to remain firm in his connexion with 
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the Earl of Chatham. She had the sense 
to see this^ and she had the integrity to tell 
him so. Her influence for some time pre- 
vented the Duke of Grafton from deserting 
the Earl of Chatham. When this was seen, 
those who wished the destruction of that 
Administration changed the direction of 
their batteries; instead of using their ef- 
forts to separate the Duke of Grafton from 
the Earl of Chatham, they employed them 
to separate him from his mistress. In this 
they succeeded, and married him to Miss 
Wrottesley, the nieqe of the Duchess of 
Bedford. To separate him from the Earl of 
Chatham was then an easy task. Thus fell 
the Earl of Chatham's Administration ; and, 
I believe, the Earl was never after in any 
public office. 

Very soon after the formation of this 
Cabinet, the Earl of Chatham had fallen into 
an ill state of health, and remained so for 
many months : his illness was of that nature 
that he was incapable of any application to 
public business. The secret junto availed 
themselves of this circumstance; and such 
was the imbecility of the Duke of Grafton, 
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that sometimes Lord Chatham's measures 
were pursued, and sometimes measures di- 
rectly the reverse of them were brought for- 
ward* When the interior Cabinet had suffi- 
ciently disgraced the Duke of Grafton, they 
frightened him into a resignation. 

From the formation of Lord Chatham's 
Cabinet, in 1 766, to the ultimate determina- 
tion, in 1774, of forcing the Americans into 
rebellion, the measures adopted seem to 
have been calculated to provoke and irritate 
the Americans. Perhaps this was not the 
intention of those in power, but it was the 
result of the different measures at different 
times adopted ; sometimes the Earl of Chat- 
ham's opinion prevailed, viz. that the British 
Parliament had no right to tax the American 
Colonies. At other times the opinion of the 
interior Cabinet prevailed, viz. that the King 
was humiliated if the right of the British 
Parliament to tax America was not asserted. 

But before I consider the measures adopted 
against the Americans in the session of 1773 
-1774, let me make a few remarks on two 
measures of this Parliament, viz. the expul- 
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sion of John Wilkes from the House of 
Commons^ and the Royal Family Marriage 
Act of 1772. The expulsion of John Wilkes 
from the House of Commons, in 17O9, was 
brought forward purely to gratify the re- 
sentment of the interior Cabinet against that 
gentleman. John Wilkes had no virtues 
that entitled him to the esteem of his coun- 
try, but he was a persecuted man* The 
generous character of Englishmen led them 
to take part with a man persecuted by 
power: he became popular because the 
Court had oppressed him. It may not be 
improper to mention here a little aneqdote, 
which I received from the late Mr. Sergeant 
Glynn, the confidential friend and law adr 
viser of John Wilkes. Earl Temple had 
furnished Mr. Wilkes with a qualification to 
enable him to stand for Middlesex ; but Mr. 
Wilkes was at that time under a sentence of 
outlawry for a misdemeanor, viz. for the libel 
published in the North Briton, No. 45. It 
was a matter of uncertainty whether this 
judgment of outlawry could be reversed by a 
writ of error; and, if the judgment of out- 
lawry were not reversed, the freehold estate 
of (iool. a year, which Earl Temple had 
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granted to Mr. Wilkes, for his life, would 
have been forfeited. Earl Temple would 
not expose himself to this risk; it was there-* 
fore arranged, that if Mr. Wilkes should be 
called on at the poll to produce his qualifica- 
tion, he should immediately decline the poll: 
but Mr. Wilkes was not called on. I men- 
tion this anecdote, to show how often im- 
portant events depend on little circum- 
stances. If Mr. Wilkes had not been elected 
for Middlesex, his expulsion, and all the 
consequent questions, could never have taken 
place. But the most important consequence 
resulting from this persecution was, that it 
appeared that there was no measure so hu- 
miliating to those who supported it, but that 
a majority of the House of Commons might 
be brought to vote for it. It was seen tliftt 
this House of Commons, elected under the 
auspices of the Duke of Grafton, in 1768, 
was perfectly well suited to adopt every 
measure proposed by the interior Cabinet 

The Royal Family Marriage Act of 1772, 
was the measure of importance next brought 
forward. I think it is the wickedest Act in 
the Statute Book. It was broi^ht forward 
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to gratify the late Queen's pride, to protect 
her from the mortification of having the 
Countess Dowager of Waldegrave and Mrs. 
Horton raised to the rank of her sisters- 
in-law. The reason assigned for bringing 
forward this Act, was to prevent the King's 
children from contracting improper mar- 
riages ; but this was only a .pretence. The 
King's eldest son, who has now succeeded 
to the Throne, was at that time only nine 
years and a half old; and as far as regarded 
the honour of the King's children, or the 
succession of a person from an humble walk 
in lif<^ the Act was wholly inadequate: it 
was the late Queen's German pride which 
was to be protected. I remember an inti- 
mate friend of mine, then high in office, 
using to me this language, a very short 
time after the Act had been passed: *' And 
now all our trouble and all our danger 
appear to have been unnecessary, for the 
Duke of Gloucester and the Duke of Cum* 
berland have been with the King, and toH 
him, that they were married before the Act 
was passed." The Bill was carried through 
the two Houses with great difficulty. In 
the House of Commons it was carried only 
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Lords nineteen Peers entered a protest^ de- 
claring that the Bill, if passed into a law, 
would be void. I think they were right in 
this opinion. Sir Edward Coke, Sir Mat- 
thew Hale, and Sir John Holt, have all 
laid down this doctrine in the most explicit 
terms, that an Act of Parliament repugnant 
to the law of God, is void. Suppose an 
Act of Parliament were passed, declaring 
that those who have been made the objects 
of this Royal Family Marriage Act, viz. the 
descendants of George IL should be dis- 
punishable for murder, would such an Act 
be void, or valid? I think no man can 
hesitate to say, that such an Act would be 
void; because it would permit men to do 
that with impunity which God has forbid- 
den them to do. The law of God has not 
commanded marriage, but it has pointed it 
out as the means by which man may con- 
tinue his race, and live in his posterity. 
What right could Parliament have to say, 
*' The children of the Dukes of Gloucester 
and Cumberiand shall die without issue?** 
I hesitate to speak of the mischiefs which 
have been already produced by this Act. I 
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fear still more to point out the greater mis- 
chiefs which may hereafter flow from it* 
What tyranny has not been practised over 
His present Majesty ? what cruelty has dot 
been exercised towards the Duke of Sussex 
and his children ? It was well said by some 
persons^ while this Bill was depending in 
Parliament, that the title of the Bill should 
be, '* An Act to encourage Fornication and 
Adultery in the Descendants of George 11." 
But the subject is too painful ; I will say no 
more on it. 

The Parliament closed its career with 
passing Acts intended either to compel the 
Americans to yield unconditional submis-^ 
sion, or to take arms immediately in defence 
of their rights: they chose the latter; they 
declared that George III. had forfeited all 
right to their allegiancCi^ and erected them- 
selves into a Federative Republic, This 
Parliament was then dissolved. The Ame-^ 
rican war was persevered in for eight years. 
The inhabitants of this island were deluded 
into the support of it. I recollect iii ott« 
debate, Lord North st«ed, that the inhabit'^ 
ants of Gi^at Britain, cotisi^red i^olle^ 
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tively, paid one mah with another twenty-* 
^ve shillings a year in taxes ; while the itt* 
iiabitatits of our American Colonies, con- 
sidered collectively, paid each only sixpence a 
year in taxes ; he added, ** Is this equitable?** 
The country gentlemen were weak enough 
to beliete, that by persevering in the con* 
test, their taxes would be diminished. Tlie 
language held in the House of Commons 
suiBciently*proved that the Americans were 
not represented in that House. The war 
was considered as the war of the King per* 
sonally. Those who supported it were 
Called the Ki^*s friends; while those who 
wished the country to pause, and recon* 
sider the propriety of persevering in the caa* 
test, were branded as disloyal. 

Tte zealous supporters of the Atnericau]! 
war have thrown bkme on the War Mi- 
nister^ and the Generals who conducted iU 
In this I think they baVe acted unjustly. I 
believe that Lord George Germaine was as 
ibk a War Midister as could have been 
found; and the Genends employed were 
men of the first refnttaticm^ It always aft^ 
peared to me that the design of compelling 
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the Americans to submit to be taxed hy a 
British Parliament, was a wild and absurd 
project. The loose texture (if I may be al- 
lowed the expression) of American popula- 
tion, rendered the conquest of the country 
impracticable. Wherever our army ap- 
peared the people submitted; but whenever 
our army moved forward, the people who 
had submitted resumed their arms. We 
never attempted more than the conquest of 
the eastern side of America; had we suc- 
ceeded in that, the war would still have 
been continued by the inhabitants of the 
Back Settlements ; and if the Americans had 
ultimately been subdued, what must have 
been the size of that army which must have 
been maintained there for the purpose of 
enforcing submis3ion, and collecting reve- 
nue ? I believe no man now will maintain 
either the justice or the policy of the Ame- 
rican contest: we are come to this opinion, 
although only the short space of thirty-six 
years has elapsed since the contest was re- 
linquished. A century hence, men will 
wonder how the people of England could 
have httn deluded to engage in it. 
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After the defeat and capture of General 
Burgoyne at Saratoga, a friend of Lord 
North's said to him, '* My Lord, you must 
deceive yourself no longer; you must now 
see that the whole population of America is 
hostile to your designs.'* Lord North re- 
plied, " I see that as clearly as you do; and 
the King shall either consent to allow me to 
assure the House of Commons, that some 
means shall be found to put an end to the 
war, or I will not continue to be his 
Minister." I had this anecdote from the 
friend with whom this conversation passed. 
Lord North was no inconsiderable States- 
man: he seems never to have been particu- 
larly attentive to the promotion of his own 
personal interests, and I have no doubt that 
he would have preferred to have pursued 
those measures wh^ch he thought most be-^ 
neficial to his country; but the place of 
Prime Minister was pleasant to him, and he 
persevered in the war for four years longer. 

At the dose of the year 1 78 1 , the capture 
of Earl Cornwallis's army was announced: 
the slightest reflection must then have con- 
vinced every man, that the continuance of the 
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War could have no other efifect than that 
of exhausting the nation still more. Many 
of those country Gentlemen, who had till that 
time supported Lord North, signified to him 
that the war must be relinquished. I have 
li>een told, that at a meeting of Lord North's 
confidential friends, three measures were 
resolved on: first. That Lord George Ger- 
maine should be dismissed ; secondly. That 
the Earl of Sandwich should retire ; thirdly. 
That Lord North should insist, that the 
King should permit him to assure the House 
of Commons that some means should be 
found to put an end to the American war ; 
and if the King refused to permit him to 
give such an assurance, that Lord North 
should resign. The Minister approved of 
this advice. Lord Greorge Germaine was 
removed. The removal of the Earl of Sand- 
wich was delayed. During the interval oc- 
casioned by the delay, Charles Fox moved 
an inquiry into the conduct of Lord Sand- 
wich: it would have been inconsistent with 
the honour of the Noble Earl to have re- 
sighed before that inquiry had been gone 
through ; it was therefore necessary that he 
should be defended : he was successfully de-? 
fended, but the defence weakened Lor^ 
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North. Many Members refused to vote; 
others voted with reluctance : the defence 
of the Earl of Sandwich evinced that Lord 
North's majority was tired of the American 
war. 

The Opposition in Parliament was at that 
time composed of two distinct corps— Rock- 
inghams and Shelburnes; they were like 
Hessians and Hanoverians in the same camp. 
The probability of Lord North*s fall was 
visible ; and the importance of a perfect 
union between the Rockingfaams and Shel- 
burnes was equally manifest. I had at that 
time very confidential intercourse with se- 
veral of the leaders of the Rockingham 
party ; ahd I had much intimacy with Mr. 
Dunning, the efficient leader of the Shel- 
burne party in the House of Commons. I 
availed myself of these circumstances to urge 
to all of them the great advantage that 
would be derived from a sincere union be- 
tween these parties- I found Mr. Dunning 
fully sensible of the importance of such a 
union ; and he assured me that it was most 
anxiously desired by the Earl of Shelburne. 
When I urged the subject to Mr. Burke, he 
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treated it with contempt: he said^ '* The 
Earl of Shelburne's party is of no conse- 
quence ; it does not consist of more than six 
or eight members;'* and I remember he 
enumerated them. But the Shelburne party 
was more numerous at that time than Mr. 
Burke chose to believe ; and subsequent 
events proved their strength. When I men- 
tioned to Mr. Dunning the small number 
which Mr. Burke said the Shelburne party 
consisted of, I remember his answer : ^' Non 
numeremur sed ponderemur.*^ When I 
talked on the subject with Admiral Keppel, 
the answer he made me was this : *' I see the 
advantage of^ the union as much as you can 
do : for myself, I stand well with both the 
parties, and am deeply interested that such 
a union should take place ; but the Earl of 
Shelburne has that degree of ill-will to Mr. 
Burke, that no union ever can take place 
between the parties.'* I do not know what 
ill-will the Earl of Shelburne had to Mr. 
Burke ; but, from the conversation which I 
had at different times with Mr. Burke, I am 
satisfied that his hatred to the Earl of Shel- 
burne was at least equal to that which the 
Earl of Shelburne might have to him. 
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8St George Saviie died in the early pArt 
of the year 1781 : he was a very wise afid> 
a very upright man. His death was a gn^t 
loss to the Marquis of Rockingham ; for 
from that time there was no man to check 
the ascendant which Mr. Burke sometimes 
improperly exercised over that nobleman. 

At an early period after the commence- 
ment of the American war, while the Rock- 
ingham party formed the great mass of op- 
position to that war, Mr. Edmund Burke 
was the leader of that party in the House of 
Commons; and if victory had attended their 
efforts, it was their intention to have made 
him the Minister: but during the latter 
years of that Parliament, which was dis- 
solved in 1 780, Mr. Burke was become un- 
popular with the party. His unpopularity 
was to so great a degree, that it was a mat- 
ter of consideration whether he should not 
retire from Parliament. It was ultimately 
resolved that he should not retire, but that 
Mr. Charles Fox should take the command 
of the Rockingham party in the House of 
Commons, and be brought in Member for 
Westminster by their influence^ The chang^ 
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ww$ judicious ; and^ although the exertions 
of Mn Fox, during the session of l780*ai; 
did not appear to have muefa e^ct, yet, in 
the session 1781-82, he completed the over- 
throw of Lord North, and prevailed on the 
House of Commons to express their wish 
that the contest with America should be re- 
linquished. 

This session was the glorious campaign 
of Charles Fox : his health was entire, his 
troops followed him with confidence, he 
felt that he was gaining ground on every 
debate; 

'^ His spirit lent a fire 
^< E^en to the meanest peasant in the camp.^ 

I still retain the remembrance of the 
pleasure ^Vhich I experienced from the events 
of that session ; and whatever mistakes 
Charles Fox might afterwards make (and he 
certainly made some), the service he did his 
country that session can never be forgotten. 
His exertions terminated the contest ; had it 
been continued much longer, the country 
must have sunk. Lord North had always said 
that he would abandon the contest whenever 
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the House of Commons declared such abati^ 
donment to be their wish. As soon as he 
fonnd himself in a minority, he signified to 
the King that he would resign. It is well 
known that the King was very eager for the 
continuance of the war. It was reported 
that the King offered Lord North to dissolve 
the Parliament ; and that Lord North re- 
plied^ ''That measure will do your Majesty 
no service.** I was told by one of Lord 
North's most intimate friends (but I do not 
vouch for the truth of it), that, after the 
King had in vain urged Lord North to re- 
main Minister, his anger got the better of 
his prudence, and he said to Lord North, 
*' You must then answer it to the country 
for having gone on so long.** When Lord 
North had signified to the House of Com- 
mons that he was no longer Minister, a ces- 
sation of hostilities necessarily took place. 
The King sent Lord Thurlow, the Chancel- 
lor, to the Marquis of Rockingham, to re- 
quest his assistance in forming an Adminis- 
tration. Lord Rockingham replied, '^ that he 
was very willing to serve His Majesty, but 
requested the honour of being admitted to 
a private audience before any Administra- 
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don should be arranged." The King theA 
sent for the Earl, of Shelburne, arranged the 
Administration with him^ and then sent the 
Earl of Shelbume to the Marquis of Rock* 
ingham, to inform him of the names of the 
gentlemen who were to form the Cabinet^ and 
of the different offices which they were to fill. 

No man was at that time more confi- 
dential with the Marquis of Rockingham 
than Admiral Keppel, who told me that 
Lord Rockingham himself was very averse 
to accept the office ofiered him; that the 
Noble Lord thought that the King had ma- 
nifested such personal dislike to him, by 
refusing him an audience, and arranging the 
Administration with Lord Shelburne, that 
in his own opinion he was not a fit person 
to be in the King's service. Edmund Burke 
and Charles Fox were both very solicitous 
that the Marquis should accept office. I 
understood that Lord Rockingham was ul- 
timately prevailed on, by the opinion and 
influence of the Duke of Richmond. That 
Noble Duke pledged himself for the honour- 
able conduct of the Earl of Shelburne. 
When Lord Rockingham had signified his 
4 
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Acceptance of the place of First Lord of the 
Treasuty^ the King appointed so distant a 
time for receiving him, that three entire 
days elapsed before His Majesty saw his new 
Minister. By this treatment. His Majesty 
happily expressed the sentiments he enter- 
tained for him. The Cabinet was composed 
of eleven : five Rockinghams, five Shel- 
burnes^ the King retaining one, viz. Lord 
Thurlow. 

Every man saw that such a Cabinet was 
formed for contention, and that it could not 
long hold together. From the very outset^ 
the Rockinghams abused Lord Shelburne; 
but I do not see that they had much right 
to do so. It was owing to their own folly 
in listening to Mr. Edmund Burke, that a 
union had not taken place betweeh them and 
the Shelburnes early in that session. When 
Lord North fell, the Rockinghams and Shel- 
burnes were distinct parties. After having 
received Lord Rockingham's answer, 
through Lord Thurlow, the King sent for 
the Earl of Shelburne, and desired him to 
form an Administration. He arranged the 
Cbbinet^ and as^igued to Lord Rockingham 
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the post of Prime Minister. iTiis was th<* 
justification which Lord Shelburne made of 
his conduct; adding, *' I passed my eldest 
to Lord Rockingham, which I had tto occa- 
sion to do, for I might have been Prime 
Minister myself/* But the parties hated 
each other; they could not conceal this 
hatred even on the day on which they kissed 
hands for their several appointments. On 
that day, they found that Mr. Dunning was 
to be created a Peer. This had not been 
previously notified to Lord Rockingham. 
Mr. Burke was furious : '* What,*' said he> 
^' shall Lord Shelburne make a Peer, atid yott 
hot name one? Think of somebody, whom 
you may recommend for a Peerage.** Th^y 
at length fixed on Sir Fletcher Norton, a 
man who had never done their party any 
service. Ahd when Lord Rockingham went 
in to the King, he recommended Sit Fletch- 
er Norton for a Peerage. The Kifig bad 
stifficient penetration to perceive the motive 
which induced Lord Rockingham to recotfi-i 
mend Sir Fletcher Norton ; he saw that it 
Waaf purely to enable him to appear t6 hav* 
equal influence with the E4fl of 6b*IbD»ftei 
ft is reported that the King said t^ Lor4 
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Rockingb^, " Is it your Lordship^s particu- 
lar wi^ tlmt Sir Fletcher Norton sbcmld be 
made a Peer ?" Lord Rockiugham declined 
answering in the affirmative; but said he 
thought Sir Fletcher Norton aught to be a 
Peer. He accordingly was made a Peer, and 
Toted against the Rockii^hams in the en- 
suing session. 

But every day brou^t forth new proof 
of the hatred of the parties to each other. 
The Rockinghams every where abused Lord 
Shelbume for want of good feith. The re* 
ply of the Shelburnes was, that they were 
no ways pledged to Lord Rockingham. If 
any man applied to Lord Rockingham for 
an employment, and failed to obtain it^ he 
had but to signify this the next day to the 
Earl of Shelburne, who immediately got 
the place for him. On the other hand, if a 
man went first to the Earl of Shelbume^ hia 
answer was, " You should not apply to noei 
I am not the Minister. Lord Rockingham 
is the Minister; he is the man to whom 
yoti should apply^'' I bad an aC(}uaintanott 
who succeeded widi both of them ;. it was 
Hum^y Sturt, th& Member for Don^'» 
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shire. He applied^ to Lord Rockingham for 
a writership, in Bengal, for a younger son. 
Lord Rockingham answered, '* After the 
support which you have uniformly given us, 
Mr. Sturt, you certainly are entitled to ask 
for such a favour ; you shall have it.** A 
few days after, Mr. Sturt met the Earl of 
Shelburne riding in the Park. " Why, 
Sturt," said the Earl, " how could you 
think of applying to the Marquis of Rock- 
ingham for a writership for your son ? I 
thought it would suit you, and I kept a 
Bengal writership for you." — " My Lord, I 
have another younger son ; give me your 
v^ritership for him." Lord Shelburne could 
not disengage himself from this voluntary 
offer, and Humphry Sturt got both the 
writerships. 

After this motley Cabinet had existed 
about three months, an epidemic disease 
broke out in London; they gave it the 
name of the influenza. The Marquis of 
Rockingham was seized with it. Hb bodily 
frame bad for many years been weak. From 
die- formation of his Cabinet he had been 
cpnatantly agitated, partly by the <:ondqct 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



40 

of liOrd -Shelburne, more perhaps by the 
violence and arrogance of Mr. Burke ; and 
was possibly vexed veith himself for having 
sudered others to prevail on him to accept 
of office against his own better judgment. 
He sunk under the disease. I will not say 
that the Marquis of Rockingham had a 
strong mind^ but he loved his country^ and 
all his actions promoted its interests. I never 
received any personal favours from Lord 
Rockingham ; but approbation of his con- 
duct has uniformly influenced my political 
life. 

Within three hours after the Marquis of 
Rockingham's death was known^ a friend of 
mine called on Charles Fox. The question 
which naturally occurred was, " Who is to 
succeed Lord Rockingham as First Lord of 
the Treasury ?" Mr. Fox replied, '' I think 
it must be the Earl of Shelburne; he is first 
oars, and I do not see how we can resist his 
claim." But Mr. Burke had afterwards 
sufficient influence with Mr. Fox, and the 
other leaders of the Rockingham party, to 
prevail on them to resist the appointment 
of the Earl of Shelburne. He insisted that 
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the Duke of Portland should be sent for 
from Ireknd, where he was at that time 
Lord Lieutenant, and appointed First Lord 
of the Treasury. This proposal was o&n- 
sive, even to some of the Rockingham 
party, particularly to the Duke of Rich- 
mond ; who said, that as the Duke of Port- 
land was provided for in Ireland, he himself 
had a better right to be considered as the 
head of the Rockingham party. But this 
was not acceptable to Mr. Burke; for the 
Duke of Richmond was not sufficiently 
under his guidance. At a meeting held 
soon after at Earl Fitzwilliam*s, Mr. Burke 
used such coarse language respecting the 
Earl of Shelburne, that intercoui^ie, even in 
appearance friendly, could no longer exist 
between the parties. The Earl of Shel- 
burne was made First Lord of the Treasury, 
and the Rockinghams resigned their em- 
ployments. The Ead oi Shelburne tiben 
opened a negotiation for peace, and at the 
close of that year, or the beginning of the 
next, the peace was signed. This peace 
was certainly made against the wishes of 
tbe King ; who, though he probably had 
no desire to remove the Earl of S^lbume, 
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d«t«mined tio make that Noble Earl feel 
his displeasure. The household troops were 
therefore ordened to express ia Parham^it 
their <lisapprobation of the peace. 

About this time^ a coalition had taken 
place between Lord North and his friends 
on one side, and Mr. Fox and his part/ cm 
the othor. This coalition was very benefir 
eial to Lord North; for it protected him 
from all fnture examination of his conduct^ 
in haring carried on the American war. It 
was beneficial to Mr. Fox^ as it gare him 
the immediate support of the partizftas of 
Lord North; bat it disgusted the country^ 
and excited that odium against Mr. Fox 
Which many years were scarcdy si^ficieiit 
to extinguish. The King had not intended 
to remove the Earl of Shdburne ; but that 
Noble Lord would not submit to the affiront 
wbitik the King had put on him. He there- 
f^rt resigned; and the King, contmry to his 
intentions^ was under the necessity of 
ffUmng the AdnuaiBtiatiMi in tlie hands of 
the Codkion^ 
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Let me here mention a little anecdote^ 
which I think does honour to Lord North ; 
because it shows that he was sensible to 
kindness. In the spring 1782, when Lord 
^ North resigned, the King's resentment 

against him was so strong, that he meant to 
withhold the pension, usually granted to 
a prime Minister, on his retirement from 
office. The Chancellor, LordThurlow, re- 
presented to the King, that Lord North was 
not opulent ; that his father was still living ; 
and. that his sons had spent a great deal of 
money. The King answered, ^' Lord 
North is no friend of mine.'* — " That may 
be, Sir," replied Lord Thurlow, /' but the 
world thinks otherwise ; and your Ma- 
jesty's character requires, that Lord North 
should have the usual pension." The pen- 
sion was granted. ' '^ 

On the Coalition coming into office in 
1788, Lord North accepted the enjploy- 
ment of Secretary of State for the Home 
Department. Charles Fox had determined 
that Lord Thurlow should not retain the 
great seal, and the King was obliged to 
submit. Lord North, as Secretary of State 
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fqt the Home Department^ received order* 
to Write to Lord Thurlow, signifying his' 
dismission from the post of Chancellor* He 
refused to obey these orders, and assigned 
this reason, " When I retired from office in; 
1782, Lord Thurlow was the man who 
prevented my retreat from being inconve- 
nient to me ; shall the first act of my return: 
to office be to give Lord Thurlow pain ? X 
will not do it/* Lord North's refusal wa* 
sufficiently amusing to the King, who bad 
a right to say, '^ While I keep Secretarira I 
am not bound to write my own letters/*^ 
Lord North persevered; and after a delay of 
several days, Charles Fox, though it was not 
in his department, was obliged to write the 
letter. 

The Coalition ultimately proved benefit 
cial to the King himself; for the abuse of 
that power which the Coalitionists had ac- 
quired, produced an oblivion of the mise*- 
ries which the King had brought on the 
country by the American war. 

The feeble mind of the Duke of Port- 
land, the indolence of Lord North, and 
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the yielding temper of Cbarlca Fox, ac-^ 
customed to rely on Mr. Burke on political 
subjects, all concurred to give to Mr. Burke 
the direction of public afiairs. The peace 
had been made, but nothing was done for 
the relief of the people. Almost at the 
outset of this Administration, in the busi- 
ness of Powell and Bembridge, Mn Burke 
had very nearly run the Coalition Ministers 
aground. Charles Fox saw the necessity of 
stepping him, and the embarrassment was 
removed. But India was the great object 
of Mr. Burke's attention. It was in India 
that he looked for power to his party, and 
opulence for himself and his family. Hav- 
ing used this expression, his family, I 
think it necessary to mention an anecdote, 
which I know only from the relation of 
others, but which I believe to be tnie« 

Soon after Mr, Edmund Burke became 
a political character, he, and his cousin 
William Burke, embarked in a speculation 
in India stock. They prevailed on many of 
their friends to join them, among others, 
on Earl Vem^, who fell a victim to this 
connexion. They used much solicitation 
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with Sir Joshua RejnoJds to join them, 
but he was diisiaaded from it by Anthony 
Chamier, for which Anthony Chamier, as he 
told me himself, was never forgiven by the 
Burkes. This speculation was at first ex- 
tremely successful, but at last it failed* 
William Burke, and Lord Vemey, were an- 
nounced as the defaulters; and Edmund 
Burke's name was concealed. William 
Burke was sent to India, and a situation at 
the Court of the Rajah of Tanjorc obtained 
for him. Other advantages in India were 
also obtained for this gentleman. 

When the Coalition came into power, 
Mr. Burke saw that much strength might 
be acquired for his party, by the seizure of 
India patronage. With this view Charles 
Fox was employed to bring in the India 
Bill, generally known by the name of Fox's 
India Bill. But I am firmly persuaded that 
Mr. Fox had nothing to do with the forma- 
tion of this Bill. It was prepared by Mr. 
Edmund Burke, whose only assistant in it 
was Mr. Pigot, afterwards Sir Arthur Pigot. 
Mr. Lee, at that time Attorney General, 
and Sir James Mansfield, at that time So<* 
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licitor General, both assured me, that they 
never saw the Bill, until it was printed for 
the use of the House of Commons. They 
doubted whether Charles Fox himself had 
seen the Bill, before the essential parts of it 
had been completely arranged by Mr. Burke* 
Lord North certainly did not see it until the 
Bill was completed; and when it was shown 
him, he said with his usual pleasantry and 
sagacity, '' that he thought it a good re- 
ceipt to knock up an Administration." But 
he supported it in the House of Commons. 

The great object of this Bill was to vest, 
for a certain number of years, the patron- 
age of the India Company in fifteen di- 
rectors, to be nominated by Parliament ; in 
other words, to be nominated by those 
gentlemen who were at that time the King's 
Ministers. Had the Bill passed, those who 
were then Ministers, would have been almost 
irremovable ; for who would have ventured 
to become the King's Ministers, when those 
who retired from office, would have carried 
with thpm the patronage of India ? I know 
not hoiiV it happened, but this circumstance, 
which was really the great objection to the 
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Bill, was very little argued ia the House 
of Commons. The language chiefly used 
was, that it was a confiscation of property, 
and a violation of the India Company's 
chartered rights. But the political objec- 
tions I have alluded to, operated with those 
who reflected iliore deeply. The King had 
the sagacity to see, that the existence of his 
power depended on the rejection of the 
Bill. The household troops were brought 
forward, and the Bill was rejected in the 
House of Lords. I feel myself bound to 
acknowledge, that while this Bill was de- 
pending in the House of Commons, I did 
not feel the effects which it would jhave 
produced, if passed into an Act. I voted 
for the Bill. Gratitude to those who had 
terminated the American war, perhaps an 
opinion that the King's character required 
that he should be controlled by a strong 
Administration, led me to listen to no ob- 
jections. But I rejoice that the Bill did not 
pass. Royalty might have been reduced to 
an insignificance highly injurious to the 
people. 

On the removal of the Coalition, the 
King appointed Mr. Pitt First Lord of the 
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Treasury. His acceptance of office was a 
rery bold measure, for he had against him 
a most formidable opposition in the House 
of Commons, conducted by leaders, whom 
he could not expect to find over*scrupulous 
in the means they would employ. And al- 
though the coalition of Mr. Fox with Lord 
North had much diminished the popularity 
of the former, yet it was not certain that 
the people would declare for the King, 
against the Whig party. There certainly 
were moments, in which it was doubted, 
whether it would not be most advisable that 
Mr. Pitt should resign. In one of these 
moments, Mr. Grosvenor, member for 
Chester, called together the leaders of the 
two parties, at the St. Alban's Tavern. 
The Duke of Portland had objected, that be 
could not meet Mr. Pitt, while he continued 
Minister; because the House of Commons 
had resolved, that Mr. Pitt had come into 
office under such circumstances as pre* 
eluded them from placing confidence in him» 
To obviate this objection, it was arranged 
that the King should write a letter to the 
Duke of Portland, requesting him to meet 
Mr. Pitt for the purpose of fie^rming an Ad-^ 
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minifttrafion ; and the Duke consented to 
oonsid^ such a letter as tantamount to a 
declaration^ that Mr* Pitt was no longer 
Minister. In consequence of this> Mr. 
Pitt wrote a letter to the Duke of Portland^ 
in which he said, he was ready to meet His 
Grace to arrange an Administration on fair 
and equal terms. 

The morning on which this letter was 
to be considered, Mr. Fox could not be 
brought from St. Anne^s Hill. From this 
circumstance, Mr. Edmund Burke had 
alone the direction of the Duke of Portland, 
and he prevailed on the Duke to write an 
answer to Mr, Pitt, requesting an expla* 
nation of the expression, '' Fair and equal 
terms.*' This occasioned delay; the coui- 
rage of Mr. Pitt and his friends revived, and 
they broke off the negotiation. Mr. Pitt 
afterwards said in the House of Commons, 
that when he was called on to explain what 
he meant by the expression, ** Fair and 
equal terms,'* he took it for granted, that 
the Duke of Portland and his friends in- 
tended that the arrangemeiits should not 
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be made on fair and equal terms. I mention 
this anecdote, as another instance hovr often 
little circumstances influence important 
events. Had Mr. Fox been present, his 
good sense would have pointed out to him 
the advantage of closing with Mr. Pitt, 
almost on any terms. He must have been 
sensible that he could not long continue 
in the position which he then held. He 
must have seen that Lord North's partisans 
were every day deserting him ; and that 
those who remained, were not accustomed 
to bear the privations of an . opposition 
camp. A coalition widi Mr. Pitt and the 
King's friends, would have Jumbled all par- 
ties together. It would have relieved Mr. 
Fox from the odium which he had incurred 
by his union with Lord North ; perhaps it 
might even in some degree have conciliated 
the King, who was very uneasy at the con- 
tinuance of the contest. All these ad- 
vantages were lost by Mr. Fox not choosing 
to come to town from St. Anne's Hill. 

In the month of March 1784, Mr. Pitt 
dissolved the Patliament. The elections 
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were every where favourable to him ; and 
in the new Parliament Mr. Pitt had a decided 
majority. 

I will here close my chronological recol- 
lections. Whatever other remarks I may 
make, they shall be on subjects as they hap- 
pen to recur to me. 
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CHAPTER II. 

From the Meeting of Parliament in March 
. 1 784/ to the Commencement of the French 
Revolution in July 1780. 

In 1786, Mr. Pitt established the Sinking 
Fund. While this measure was coupled 
with the pacific system, it was extremely 
beneficial to the country. It raised the 
funds ; it increased the value of land, and 
of every thing else ; in one word, it gave to 
every man the prosperity of a rising market. 
But when the pacific system was abandoned, 
the measure became injurious, because it 
enabled the Minister to increase the national 
debt with more rapidity. 

Another measure which Mr. Pitt brought 
forward soon after, was a commercial treaty 
with France. This measure was also highly 
beneficial. I have always considered the 
Methuen Treaty with Portugal as injudi- 
cious. At the time when it was made, viz* 
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1703, there were circumstances which 
might perhaps have rendered it advisable, 
but the perseverance in it has been unwise. 
To form a correct opinion on this subject, it 
is necessary to look back to the commercial 
state of Europe in the seventeenth century. 
At the commencement of that century, Hol- 
land possessed the East India trade, the 
fisheries, and the carrying trade of Europe. 
France was the principal manufacturing 
country. England had neither fisheries, nor 
the carrying trade, nor the East India trade, 
nor the West India trade, nor any colonies 
of importance ; she had hardly any manu* 
facture for exportation, except that of wool. 
She had neither the silk manufacture, nor 
the linen, nor the cotton, nor the hard- 
ware. Until after the great rebellion in 1 041, 
England could scarcely be considered as a 
commercial State. Oliver Cromwell de- 
stroyed the freight trade of Holland, by the 
Navigation Act. The fisheries of Holland 
were ruined by othw circumstances; first, 
from a considerable part of Europe having 
become Protestant, and relinquished the 
observance of fast-days ; secondly, from 
Ae improvements in sericulture, which fur- 
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nished men with other animal food, than 
fish during the winter season; thirdly, 
from the establishment of the cod fishery 
on the banks of Newfoundland. The cod 
being a large fish, retains the quality of ani- 
mal food, though it has been a long while 
salted ; while the small size of the her- 
ring renders it in a short time a mere lump 
of salt. These circumstances have ruined 
the Dutch fishery. When we read in Sir 
William Temple's works, that the Dutch 
employed three thousand vessels in the 
herring fishery, we hardly credit it; but 
other authors of that period give the same 
account. 

The French were at that time the prin- 
cipal manutacturers of Europe. In Sir Wil- 
liam Temple's account of what passed be- 
tween himself and the Dutch Ministers, 
while he was negotiating the Commercial 
Treaty with Holland in 1668, he tells us, 
that one of the Dutch Commissioners pro- 
posed, that England and Holland should 
confederate, not to consume the manufac- 
tures bf France; and then, added the I>utch 
Commissioner, France will soon die of a 
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De Witti would not listen to the suggestion* 
l^erhaps he had little reliance either on the 
steadiness or good faith of Charles 11. And 
he recollected the assistance which France 
had giyen to Holland, during the early 
struggles of that republic^ It is a little 
curious that Buonaparte should have thought 
of the same means for destroying dur opu-^ 
lence as had occurred to the Dutch States^ 
man in l668. When we relinquished the 
consumption of French wines^ and took in 
exchange the wine of Portugal, we ex-* 
changed commerce with twenty millions of 
industrious, opulent, and therefore much 
consuming people, for icommerce with two 
millions of idle, poor^ and consequently but 
little consuming people^ As we hare our- 
selves no growth of wine, we confer a con-* 
siderable benefit on that nation from which 
we take out wine ; and it must be our ob- 
ject that the wine which we consume should 
be paid for in our manufactures. I doubt 
whether Portugal takes manufactures from 
us to the value of the wine which we. take 
from her. I eonrider the Brazil trade. a^^ 
distinct from the trade with Portugal. 
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When the Methuen Treaty was made, 
it was our object to excite every nation in 
Europe against the Bourbons. But I doubt 
the wisdom of persevering in this measure. 
If we took our wines and brandies from 
France, she would be under the necessity of 
taking large quantities of our manufactures 
in return. But there is another circumstance 
which deserves consideration: if we took 
wines and brandies from France, it would 
be extremely inconvenient to France to be 
at war with England : a large proportion of 
her population would be distressed by such 
a war ; for wine and brandy are not only a 
manufacture in France, the growth of wine 
a&cts a great part of her agriculture. The 
principle of the commercial treaty with 
France was judicious. I regret that it could 
not have been extended further; but perhaps 
the jealousy of the mercantile interest in 
England rendered such an extension impracn 
ticable. 

The great political measure of, 17 87 wasr 
the invasion of UoHand by a Prussian army, 
with the concurrence of the British Govern- 
ment. T}k) measure vras attended with isiiic* 
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ho more than 35o,ooo/. and it was applauded 
by the Opposition, which had at that time 
as its leader a member of the Bentinck fa- 
mily. But I doubt the wisdom of this 
measure; it was extremely perilous ; and if 
the influence which Austria at that time 
possessed in the French cabinet had hot in- 
duced that government to neglect its obvious 
interests, it must have been followed by a 
general war, the burden of which would 
have fallen upon England. 

During the latter part of the contest witli 
America, those who were eager for continue* 
ing the war bad chosen to commence hosti-' 
lities against Holland : perhaps they had re* 
solved on this from a reliance on their in- 
fluence over the Stadtholder. In this reli- 
ance they were not disappointed: he betray*^ 
ed his masters, and kept their fleets unemr 
ployed. On the re-establishment of pcacey 
the Butch felt strong resentment against the 
Stadtholder,: and put some aflronts upon 
him : it would have been wise in him to 
have submitted for a time to those humilia-^ 
tioQ&;..the dis|>}easiire of the Dutch natioft 
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would have gradually subsided ; but this did 
not suit the proud imperious mind of the 
Stadtholder*s wife. She was sister to the 
King of Prussia^ and had been educated in 
sentiments ill suited to a republic. Under 
the direction of Lord Malmsbury^ the Bri- 
tbh minister at the Hague, a Prussian army 
invaded Holland. It is true they succeeded, 
but their robberies and plunder have never 
been forgotten by the Dutch ; the remem- 
brance of them destroyed all affection of the 
Dutch people to the family of the Stadt- 
holder. The invasion of the Prussian army 
produced another bad consequence: it 
showed how easily HoUand . might be over- 
run ; it destroyed her strength by destroy-* 
ing her reputation for strength. 

In the autumn 1788, King George III. 
was, for the first time, afflicted with that 
jnalady which became constant ' during the 
last ten years of his life. I shall speak on 
this subject with much reluctance, because 
I am aware that my opinions are not the 
same with those of the generality of my 
countrymen. I love the magistracy of roy- 
alty, because I think it highly beneficial to 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



00 

the people: it protects them from the usurp- 
ation of oligarchs, a government, of all 
others, the most oppressive. Oligarchy is 
also the government which Englishmen 
have the most reason to fear, for the pro- 
prietors and patrons of boroughs have al- 
ready usurped a power which the law has 
forbid them to possess ; if they are allowed 
to extend that power alittle Air&er, royalty, 
a house of lords, and a house of commons, 
may remain as splendid pageants, but the 
real efficient power will be in that usurping 
oligarchy, the patrons and proprietors of 
boroughs. I love royalty as a magistracy, 
not as a property. With these sentimeuts>. I 
acknowledge that I thought that afler the 
King's first seizure he should never have 
been allowed to exercise the powers of roy- 
alty. Let me suppose that a chief justice 
of the King's Bench were afflicted with the 
same disease, and for the same period ; 
would any man think that he ought to be 
replaced in the exercise of his office? Yet 
surely the judicious exercise of the magis- 
tracy of royalty is of more importance to 
the country than the judicious exercise of 
the po^v'ers of a chief justice. But these 
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sentiments are no longer fashionable; Ger* 
man principles have now brought us to con- 
sider royalty as property. 

1 think the interregnum which took 
place during the King's illness was highly 
injurious to the country. I think the same 
of Mr. Pitt's proposal to establish regency 
in the Prince of Wales with curtailed pre- 
rogatives. I regret that the minds of Eng- 
lishmen have been accustomed to the idea; 
I fear that mischief may hereafter follow 
from it. But I will have done with reflec- 
tions which I know will be odious : I will 
now speak of the matter historically* 

Mr. Fox was out of England when the 
King was taken ill : Lord Thurlow, the 
Chancellor, availed himself of this circum- 
stance; he studiously sought intercourse 
. with the Prince of Wales, that he might 
have an opportunity of conveying to him 
his sentiments on His Royal Highnesses si- 
tuation. He recommended to him to lie 
upon his oars, to show no impatience to as- 
sume the powers of royalty. He pointed 
out to him, that, if the ting's illness were 
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of any considerable duration^ ^ the regency 
must necessarily devolve on him. I believe 
Lord Thurlow and Mr. Pitt were not at that 
time on the best terms : Mr. Pitt's conduct 
in the prosecution of Mr. Hastings had been 
disapproved of by Lord Thurlow, and this 
disapprobation ultimately produced an ill 
humour which occasioned a separation ; but 
this ill humour had not at that time risen to 
such a height, as to prevent amicable inter- 
course between them ; and I have very little 
doubt but that if the Prince of Wales had 
listened to Lord Thurlow, th^ measures re- 
commended by Mr. Pitt and the Chancellor 
would have been the same. But Mr. Fox 
returned from abroad ; the Prince gave him- 
self up to his guidance : the injudicious ad- 
vice of Lord Loughborough, the incautious 
language of Charles Fox, and the folly and 
arro^nce of Mr. Burke and others, brought 
Mr. Pitt to declare, that although the re- 
gency should be vested in the Prince of 
Wales, it should be vested in Ijini with di-^ 
minished powers. 

I know the Chancellor, Lord Thurlow, 
has been much abused for his conduct on 
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this occasioti ; some members of the Opposi* 
tion have gone so far as to say that be would 
have acted against the opinion of Mr. Pitt, 
if the Opposition would have engaged to 
continue him in the office of Chancellor: 
but I do not believe this assertion to be true. 
Trimming was not congenial to the character 
of Lord Thurlow. If such a negotiation had 
ever taken place between Lord Thurlow and 
the Opposition, Mr. Fox must have been 
privy to it : I never heard it intimated by 
him, and I think I should have heard it inti- 
mated if such a n^otiation ever had ex- 
isted ; for, after my return to the House of 
Commons in 1796, I had, at different times, 
much confidential intercourse with Charles 
Fox, and the subject of the regency was fre- 
quently mentioned, I believe that Lord 
Thurlow acted with great integrity: he once 
told me that if it had been ultimately neces- 
sary to pass the Regency Bill framed by 
Mr. Pitt, he should have acceded to it with 
great reluctance. 
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' CHAPTER III. 
Comes of the French Revolution, 

The French Reyolution took place in the 
month of July 1780* I date its commence- 
ment from the day on which the Etats 
G^n^raux voted themselves to be the Na- 
tional Assembly, and Louis XYL accepted 
royalty under the form of government then 
voted. The causes which led to the French 
Revolution were many and various; they 
have been differently stated, according to the 
passions and interests of the different parties ; 
but people are now beginning to view them 
calmly, and, when the passions of those 
who have been involved in the contest have 
a little more subsided, we shall be able to 
fsee them distinctly. 

I have said that the causes which gradually 
operated to produce the French Revolution 
were many ; I will endeavour to enumerate 
them as succinctly as I can : I shall distinguish 
them as principal and as secondary. I consi- 
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der those causes as principal which must, at 
some time or other, have necessarily produced 
a revolution ; while I shall call those causes 
secondary which only accelerated it. Among 
the principal causes^ I shall give the first 
place to the distinction of noblesse and 
bourgeoisie. How or when this distinction 
arose, it is difficult to say : did the Franks 
bring it with them when they took posses- 
sion of lands in France ? or was it intro- 
duced at a later period in French history ? It 
does i)ot seem to have been a neqessary con- 
sequence of the feudal tenure. Tacitus, in 
his most valuable treatise, De Moribus Gep- 
manorum, has this expression, Reges ex 
Nobilitate mmunt. If the Germans elected 
their kings from among the nobles, the dis- 
tinction of noble and ignoble must have 
existed before the Franks quitted their native 
soil. But the question carries us back to such 
remote ages, that I will not pretend to form 
an opinion on the subject. If this supposition 
is well founded, it is probable that the nobles 
among the German tribes were few in num- 
ber, that they were not numerous originally 
in France, and that they did not possess 
those privileges and preferences which ren- 
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dered the distinction so disgusting at the 
period immediately preceding the Revolu* 
tion. The French lawyers do not realise 
more than two or three hundred families as 
being of this ancient nobility, and they dis* 
tinguish these families by the name of Les 
Families Historiques ; the rest of the French 
nobles obtained the distinction at different 
periods, either by grant or by purchase ; but 
by whatever means they obtained this distioc* 
tion of noblesse, they were permitted to en- 
joy the same preferences as had been allowed 
to the more ancient nobles. At what time 
the kings of France first assumed the right 
of granting noblesse, I cannot say. But 
from granting, they deviated into the prac- 
tice of selling it ; and from thence gradually 
established, that noblesse should always ac- 
company certain employments which they 
conferred. It is probable, that at first the 
sale of noblesse was not very frequent. It 
became more frequent in the reign of 
Louis XIV. ; and the practice had been so 
much increased during the reign of Louis XV. 
that, a few years before the Revolution, it 
was computed that there were four thousand 
employments purchasable, every one of 
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which gave noblesse. These nobles by pur- 
chase enjoyed all the privileges of the ancient 
noblesse ; they were exempt from taille, 
corv^es, &c. &c. These exemptions from 
taxes increased the burdens on those who 
were not noble : for example, if a hundred 
thousand francs were to be raised by taille 
on a district, and half the lands in that dis- 
trict belonged to nobles, the nobles were 
exempt, but the king was not to lose his 
revenue ; the whole sum, therefore, was to 
be raised on those proprietors who were not 
noble. I do not know whether the same 
rule extended to corv^ and the other taxes 
from which the nobles were exempt. 

But there was another circumstance still 
more, offensive to the bourgeoisie. The 
nobles had always claimed a preference for 
advancement in the army, the navy, the 
church, and the parliaments. About the 
middle of the reign of Louis XV. the Mi- 
nister of War represented to the King, that 
the nobles were become so numerous, that 
if commissions in the army and'the navy were 
not kept exclusively for them, they must 
starve, as their rank prevented them from 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



71 

Entering into comma:'ce, or from becoming 
advocates or physicians. On this repre-^ 
sentation a rule was adopted^ that no man 
should receive a commission in the army, 
except he could produce proofs of noblesse ; 
and I believe, that although this rule might 
sometimes be. relaxed as to lieutenants, it 
was always^ observed in respect to those 
who were raised to the rank of captains* I 
have also heard that this rule was not ob«^ 
served in the ten regiments of artillery : in 
the artillery they began as cadets, and the 
education was so severe, that the nobles 
were unwilling to enter into that service. I 
believe the same rule was soon after adopted 
respecting admissions into their parliaments : 
probably the same rule existed as to ad* 
vancement to elevated stations in the church ; 
for I recollect, that, dining one day at a 
French nobleman's, in company with an 
ecclesiastic, whom I saw to be of some 
consequence ; after he had retired, I asked 
the nobleman if that ecclesiastic were noble: 
"Certainly,'' said he, ''did I not tell you 
that he was abbot of such an abbey ?" On 
which I said, '* Why, are all abbots noble?" 
He replied, '* I do not know that there is 
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uny law which prevents men who are not 
ooble from becoming abbots ; but it never 
happens that abbej^s are conferred on those 
who are not noble." These circumsftances 
contributed much to render the distinction of 
noblesse more odious to the rest of the na* 
tion ; such exclusive preference must at ail 
times have been offensive ; but the disgust 
was increased as the nobles became more 
numerous^ and the bourgeoisie more opu- 
lent and intelligent : in fact> this distinction 
divided the nation into two parts. The 
bouigeoisie felt themselves a degraded class. 
Observing men perceived the increase of this 
disgust. About the time of the commercial' 
treaty between England and France, Mons* 
dc Vergennes, then Minister of France, re- 
marked to a French friend of mine, that 
France was become too commercial. Monsi 
de JVergennes probably wished to keep 
France in the same state in which it had 
been during the reigns of Louis XI V^. and 
Louis XV.; and saw, that the increasing 
opulence of France, in consequence of its 
commerce, would render the distinction of 
noblesse intolerable. ' 
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I have BO hcMtatioD in assigning to tbia 
distinction of noblesse. and bourgeoisie tbe 
first place among the principal causes of the 
French Revolution. 

I rank feudal burdens as the second 
principal cause. France, like most of the 
other European governments, was originally 
a feudal state. 

In feudal governmental the burdens im« 
posed on the military vassals were so heavy, 
that there was little room for further taxa* 
tion. My knowledge of feudal governments^ 
is chiefly drawn from the English law. In 
England, I believe^ few taxes were imposed 
on those who. held by military service, be* 
fore the reign pf Henry ,11. That mon^rcht 
made!, a great cbiange in the feudal govern- 
ment^ by substituting, under the name of 
escuage, a money payment in lieu of mili- 
tary service, perhaps .this I change was at 
firot convenient to the. nxilitary tenant ; Jbut; 
the demand, of tb^s escuage, wias so frequf;i>tly 
renewed, that the payment in time became 
oppressive, and the vassals of the Crown 
compelled the Kactg.t^ cQH^nt, that the 
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isum to be paid under the name of escuagev 
should be fixed by Parliament. Sir Edward 
Coke says, that those who held by knight*9 
service were exempt from tallium, or taille ; 
but those who held by other services seem 
to have been always liable to money pay- 
ments, under the name of tallages* It was? 
gradually established, that all money pay- 
ments demanded from the people should be 
fixed by Parliament. The clergy were ex* 
empt from this rule : they voted their taxes 
in convocation. Perhaps the claim of the 
House of Commons, that all taxes should 
originate with them, arose from this circum- 
stance, that the principal grants of money 
were tallages, from which the military te- 
nants were exempt. It was therefore rea- 
sonable that the Commons should fix what 
they were able to pay, and the military 
tenants detain only the right of dissenting. 

As Edward I. was the first of our mo- 
narchs who preserved our records, all con- 
jectures in respect to taxation, after the 
Conquest until the reign of Edward I. must 
be very hazardous. The Parliaments, under 
our early Norman iUngs, consisted, most 
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probably^ only of bishops, mitred abbots, 
priors, and the great military vassals. In the 
time of Henry IIL a considerable change 
seems to have been made in the nature 6f Par- 
liaments. Bodies of the commonalty were 
authorized by the King's writ to send repre- 
sentatives to that assembly : it is doubtful 
whether the Earl of Leicester or the King 
first introduced this practice. The idea that 
bodies of the commonalty should send repre- 
. sentatives to Parliaoient was probably adopt- 
ed from the right which had been allowed 
to the mitred abbots and priors : these men 
sat in Parliament as representatives of ag- 
gregate bodies of ecclesiastics : if the re- 
presentative of an aggregate body of eccle- 
siastics might with propriety sit in Parlia- 
ment, there was no reason why the repre- 
sentative of an aggregate body of the 
commonalty might not sit there. But who- 
ever first introduced the practice, kings soon 
saw the advantage they could derive from 
it; they saw that these representatives of 
bodies of the commonalty would support 
them against their powerful vassals, and 
they selected for the exercise of this right 
those borou^i which were most dependent 
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on themselves* It is oti this ^und that I 
account for so many members of the House 
of Commons being sent bj Cornish bo^- 
roughs^ During the reign of Henry III. his 
brother Richard, King of the Romans, was 
E^rl of Cornwall : oft the d^th of Richardi^ 
his only son Edmudd became £arl of C^om^ 
wall, and he dying withcHit issile in the 
38th of Edward L that earldom escheated 
to the Crown. The earldom of Cornwall 
has therefore belonged to the Royal Family 
from the earliest period at which representa^ 
tives from bodies of the commonalty hate 
been sent to Parliament. My opinion on 
this subject is confirmed^ from observing 
hohi^ mtoy other towns, out of the ccmaty,! 
but within the earldom of Cornwall, or, as 
it is now called » the duchy, have been sum* 
moned to send represenUtives to Parliam«it^ 
I will enumerate them : Plymouth^ Plymp* 
toB^ Dartmouth, Tbtness^ Oakbamptcmi 
Berealston, Tavistock, Ashburton ; to Whkk 
may be added Newton Bushel, wtmii for* 
merly sent members : all these boreugbs^ 
though out of idle county, were widiin tb* 
doihaias of the Eai^ of OonrkralL 
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X know it has been a^id, that these tqwns 
in Cornwall and Devon might formerly h^ve 
been placi^s of great trade ; but whoever is 
jQcquainted with the wunty of Corn>va)l 
must sec that this supposition is ill founded* 
Why did the borough of Tregony send ment- 
bers ta Parliament a^ early as the reign of Ed- 
ward I. white the city of Westminster sent 
no members till the reign of Edward VI. ? 
The reason is obvious : Tregony ws^s ^ snaall 
town dependent on the Earls of Cornwall ; 
while the pity of Westminster, until the 
ReformiijtifQi), w»b under t^e influence of the 
great Abfc^ of WestcQinster* I think this 
opiniofi is ^jtrefigthep^d by gpother f^ct 
mentioned m En^ish history. The first oc- 
oasion /on -whieb tbe representatives of the 
Commtoos appear to hay^ 1)€^n brought for- 
ward was in wpport of th^ King*s power. 
Hemy III. had eonfi«5«t^ tkp estates of the 
Bishop af WMmsir^ by Act of JParliawept. 
The Pope wwte a tetter to the ?^iqg and 
PaiiiaQMnt^ signifying that bi9 woijld ex- 
canjaiikMQS^tiih^m if they did jnpt restore to 
Ae fitsbop his property. The Jting itnd l;be 
Locds ant wered this tetter with grip^ bwmir 
hty : they said ttwt they w^e wry wiHiipig 
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to comply with His Holines8*s wishes, but 
that the representatives of the Commons 
refused to concur. , If the histories of other 
European nations are examined^ I believe 
the same cause will have been found every 
where to have operated to occasion repre- 
sentatives from bodies of the commonalty to 
be sent to the states of those countries, viz. 
to support the King against the power of 
his great vassals. 

1 have deviated to this short view of the 
English Governn^^nt, because I think that, in 
those distant times, the principles of govern- 
ment in England and in France were very 
nearly the same. Until the reign of Charles 
VII. King of France, I believe taxes were al- 
ways imposed in France by theEtatsGen^raux. 
On the accession of that Prince, he found the 
English and the Burgundians in possession 
of the greater part of his dominions: it was, 
therefore, out of his power to assemble the 
Etats G^n^raux ; yet money was necessary. 
He imposed taxes by his sole authority; and 
those who. were attached to him submitted 
to the innovation, because they saw that the 
situation of the King required them to ac- 
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quiesce. As it was^ necessary that these 
taxes should be made known to the people, 
be registered them in his principal Court of 
Justice, the Parliament of Paris : thence the 
usage in France, that taxes should be im- 
posed by the King's sole authority, and re- 
gistered in his Parliament. Charles VII. 
introduced also another innovation : he 
raised a regular army, which he kept con- 
stantly on foot. Before that time, the ar- 
mies of France, like those of other feudal 
nations, had been composed of military vas- 
sals, or of soldiers furnished by contract; 
but these were found unequal to the task of 
expelling the English and Burgundians. 
From the reign of Charles VII. we must 
date these two great alterations, viz. taxes 
imposed by the King's sole authority, and a 
standing army. Both usages were uniformly 
persevered in till the time of the Revolution. 

I rank the continuance of feudal burdens 
on lands, and the power usurped by their 
Kings of imposing taxes by their own sole 
authority, as the second and third principal 
causes of the French Revolution. Were I 
called on to say which of the principal causes 
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bpfeffaWd the tiiostj I fihttuld cJfertainly *4y, 
hatred to the privileges attd to the diMitietiot^d 
bf the Noblesse * I should give the seeottti 
J>lace ttt the aversion to feudal bufdetis. I 
thihk the ^wer which the Kittg hhd usurped 
i>f imposing taxes by his stAe authority, bad 
rtot cxeited So mueh aversion as those ciif- 
eumstittitres Whith I have above eftuiMerated. 
The power which the Kittg had assumed bf 
itapbsing taies by his own sole kuthmity, 
Was much checked by the pdwei* Which the 
Rirtiaiftent claimed df refuslrtg to l^gister 
those tales i and if the Parliament of Riris 
had exei^cised with irttegrity the right Whieb 
they had atquired of r^Stering edicts for 
taxes, perhaps the disuse of talatibn by the 
Et&ls G^n^raux might have been tolerated. 
But the Parliament exercised this power dis- 
honestly ; they employed it fot ttb other 
J)Urpose thah that of protecting the Nobles 
from the payment of taxes, thereby throw- 
ing toosl intolerable burdehS oft those who 
wete not t)f the order bf Nttblcsse. The 
eieittptiohs migtt have been tolerable While 
there wcW bhly tWb b^ndted families who 
claimed them ; but when by sale, or imprb- 
vMeUt grants, these families werfe atigittented 
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to thirty tboutand^ t)ie distinct ion could no 
longer be endured t the abolition of privi* 
hges became necesiary* 

I collider t2ie fourth principal cause to 
have been the general wish which prcrailed 
to destroy the power and wealth of the 
Church. Perhaps the Reformation took 
place at an earlier period in England than in 
¥mno^ in consequence of the opulence of 
diue Clergy having hosti so much greater i 
the one country than in the other. There 
had been some little diminuti<Mi of Church 
property in England by the confiscation of 
Htm property of the alien priories in the 
time of Henry V, ; but the wealth of the 
Church remained so great, that when the 
Refbnoation took place in the reigo of Hen- 
ry VIII. the people saw the confiscation of 
Church property with pleasure. 

I cannoti m compliance with the opi- 
nions of French Royalists, ra«k the writings 
of the philosophers as a principal cause; but 
I will so far acquiesce in their opinions as to 
admit that these writings may have accele- 
ratied the Revolution, and I will therefore 
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place them among the secondary causert 
for what were these writings ? In fact, they 
were only efforts to bring the people to feel, 
that the finest country in Europe was kept 
in a degraded state, in consequence of the 
existence of these abuses. I have said, the 
finest country in Europe. I will ask any 
man, who is well acquainted with France, 
whether, in point of soil, of climate, va- 
riety of valuable productions, and the ad- 
vantage of local situation, there is any 
country in Europe superior to it? If France, 
therefore, at the time of the Revolution, 
was inferior to any other country in Europe, 
it must have been owing to faults existing in 
her government. In one word, the unim- 
proved state of France was the consequence 
of that feudalism which had been suffered to 
remain after the causes which had given 
birth to it had ceased to exist. 

Perhaps other causes, which led to the 
Revolution, might be considered as prin- 
cipal; but for the present I will content 
myself with those which I have enumerated. 
I will now mention some other secondary 
causes. I consider the policy of Louis XIV. 
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in briogio^ all the French Nobility to attend 
his Courty as having contributed to the Re- 
volution. The feudal lord is the oppressor 
of his vassals ; but he sometimes confers 
kindnesses on them. When he was re- 
moved from the country to the court, he 
was known to his vassals only through his 
agents: oppressions were continued, and 
kindnesses withdrawn. The heavy taxes, 
imposed in consequence of the unnecessary 
wars of Louis XIV. had rendered France 
more sensible of her grievances, and more 
disposed to innovation. 

Before the French Revolution, half the 
land in France was either occupied by 
Maitres - valets or Metayers. If by the 
first, the land must be considered as in the 
occupation of the proprietor himself; if oc- 
cupied by Metayers, they paid their rent in 
a. moiety of the produce. In either case, 
the residence of the Lord at Versailles must 
necessarily have diminished the produce. It 
is admitted, even by zealous ultra-royalists, 
that the lands in France at this time produce 
one third more than they did before the Re- 
volution; and that this is the consequence 
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df the kmb bdiig ettber cultitated fey the 
proprietor hinificlf^ or under hi^ knme^iat^ 
inspection. 

Among the secondary causes which led 
to the French Revolution, I place the treaty 
of alliance between France add Austria, 
about tbe beginnii^ of the year 17 50. The 
Duke de Choiseuil was the adviser of this 
treaty : he was a native of Lorraine, and as 
such was by birth a subject o( Ae hew 
House of Lorraine^ Au^m. This treaty was 
very beneficial to Austria ; for it not only 
secured to her the quiet possession of the 
Ketfaeiiands^ but left her at full liberty to 
pursue all her projects of aggrandizement 
in Germany. But it was highly injurious 
to France; for it pkced out of reach the 
only power against which her army could 
with propriety be employed. The diminu- 
tion of the army seemed a necessary conse- 
qi^nce. Perhaps a still more important 
consequence followed it : perhaps Irom that 
time the army became less the otgect of at- 
tention with the Crown. I am aware that 
the reverse of this was the immediate oon- 
3eqttef»e ; that France €ent an ^rmy into 
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Gormany to suppprt the views of Austria 
during the tevea yetrs* war ; but wbeti that 
war wafe terminated^ I belieye that the con- 
sequences which I have above stated ac<- 
tually took place. 

If the Frendi Ministers wished to pre- 
serve France in the state in which she had 
^sted during the reigus of Louis XIY* and 
Louiis XY. the alUanee with Austria was an 
uhwise tueasure. I will pause ^ a moment 
to con^der tlite seven yeavB* war. 

In this war France and England both 
acted against their natural interests^ The 
object of Austria was the diminution of the 
power ^ Prussia { but it was the interest of 
France to support the petty Princes of Ger- 
many> as the means of preventing the ag- 
grandisement "Of Austria. On' the other 
hand^ it was the interest of England that 
A^istria should extinguish those petty Princes. 
By possessing the sovereignty of the whole 
of GdciAAny, Austria would have been more 
able to keep down the power of France ; 
ffnd England had herself nothing to fear 
fl*6m the power <rf Awtlia : but the £^tor 
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of Hanover bad an interest directly opposite 
to that of the King of Great Britain. As 
Elector of Hanover, it was his interest to 
check the power of Austria, and to prevent 
her from making new acquisitions in Ger- 
many. France sacrificed her interest to her 
alliance with Austria; and England sacrificed 
to the views and wishes of the Elector of 
Hanover. But this trea.ty with Austria was 
afterwards followed by a matrimonial alli- 
ance, which was productive of far greater 
mischiefs to France than those which I have 
now enumerated. 

About 1 708 Russia, the ally of Austria, 
attacked the Turks. Good policy would 
have induced France to support the Turks, 
add to prevent Russia from making new ac- 
quisitions on that side. But the alliance 
with Austria restrained France from acting 
agreeably to her obvious interests. About 
1772 Austria,' Russia, and Prussia, formed 
the plan of dismembering Poland. It was 
the interest of France to prevent it; and 
she had the means of preventing it. If her 
armies had entered the Austrian Nether- 
lands, the plan would have been abandoned. 
In the beginning of the year 1778, Austria 
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attempted to get possession of the Electorate 
of Bavaria. . Prussia and other German 
Princes resisted this attempt. The interests 
of France required her to assist those Ger- 
man Princes; instead of which, she paid no 
attention to the German contest, but with^ 
out any provocation commenced an unne- 
cessary war with England. As a principal 
in the treaty of Utrecht, France may fairly 
be considered a guarantee that the arrange- 
ments of that treaty should be observed. 
But she sufiered the Emperor Joseph to vio- 
late the rights secured to Holland by that 
treaty. 

I place the Treaty of Alliance between 
France and Austria in 1 756, as one of those 
circumstances which accelerated the French 
Revolution. The part which France took in 
the jvar between England and her Colonies, 
I consider as another cause. That contest 
necessarily produced, through the whole of 
Europe, a discussion as to the rights of 
governors and governed; a discussion 
which governors ought to wish to avoid. 
France took part with the governed. Her 
conduct encouraged their claims; and on 
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the return of the French army from Ame-- 
rica, both officers and soldiers were ac^ 
tuated by a knowledge and love of liberty 
unknown before that time in France. The 
discussions produced by the American war^ 
and the sentiments with which the French 
army returned from America, had, I believe, 
more influence in accelerating the Revolu- 
tioti, than all the publication^ of French 
philosophers antecedent to the commence- 
ment of the American contest. I use the 
expression accelerating, because the French 
Revolution was the result of natural causes. 
These I call principal; while I consider 
those which only accelerated as secondary 
caitses. i place the vacillating, unsteady 
mind of Louts XVI. and the haughty impe^ 
nous character of Marie Antoinette, among 
tibe other secondary causes. When Louis XVL 
in July 1 7*9, acknowledged the Etats G^- 
n^raiux to be the National Assembly, and 
consented to be King according to the Con- 
9titirtion then established, be ^rtually «- 
Hnquifllied those powers which had been ex- 
ereised by Louis XIV^ and Louis XV. ; but 
the restless amlntious mind of Marie An- 
toinette, educated lirom wiffy years in the 
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love of arbitrary power, and abhorrence of 
the prindples of liberty, could nerer aban* 
don the wish of re-*ertablishing the aneien 
regime. She ii^uenced her husband to en« 
deayour to restore it ; and bis struggles to 
effectuate her wishes, were a violation of 
that feith which he had pledged when he 
accepted royalty under the new Cpnsti* 
tution. 

The ultra-royalists all consider the tate 
Duke of Orkans as having cotitributed in a 
very high degree to the Revolution. I am 
not quite certain that this opinion is well 
foundccL He bad undoubtedly strong re* 
sentmeots against the Qoeen, who had done 
him great personal injuries; but I cannot 
easily bring mysetf to believe that he wished 
to overturn that dynasty of which he was 
himself a member. It is said that he spent 
large smus of money in exciting the people to 
insurrection^ but there is no proof of this. 
He was an avaricious man, and as sueh not 
likely to waste his ^wn money. I believe 
bis property consisted <cbiefly in land, and 
not m money, it most have been difficult 
to convert this tmid into money, or ev^i to 
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borrow a large sum upon it. There 
is no proof that any sum of money was 
ever so raised : if raised to a large amount, 
it must have been known^ and a small sum 
could have produced no important effects. 

I have heard the sensuality and crapu- 
lous life of Louis XV. mentioned as having 
hastened the French Revolution ; but I 
doubt whether this supposition is to any 
great degree well founded. I travelled 
through a ccHisiderabie part of France in 
1 772, and I could no where discover that the 
King was odious ; on the contrary, it seemed 
to me as if every Frenchman considered his 
own personal importance as connected with 
the glory of Louis XV. The weight of 
taxes certainly had an effect in brii^ng for- 
ward the Revolution, and these taxes had 
been in a great degree increased by the 
wastefulness of the French Court; but when 
we consider the extent of France, her pro- 
ductiveness in various valuable articles, her 
local situation in the centre of Europe, Ihe 
activity and ingenuity of her inhabitants, 
and all her other various advantages, we 
must acknowledge that at the death of Louis 
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XV. ample provi»ipn might hav* been founfl 
for the payment of her taxes without de- 
stroying the comfort of the people. 

The Parliaments, at the death of hoim 
XV. consisted wholly of Nobles. This was 
certainly the case in respect of the iParlia- 
ment of Paris, and I bdieve was equally so 
with the other Parliaments of France. At 
the commencement of the French Revolu* 
tion, the financial embarrassments of Franoe 
were certainly gpreater than they wew 
at the death of Louis XV. But even at tb»t 
period they might very easily hAve been 
removed^ if the Parliament of Paris would 
have acted with integrity. Mons. de Ca* 
lonne represented to the Parliam^t, that 
it was impossible to go on any longer with 
the practijce of imposing taxes in such a 
manner as thait the Nobles should not be af*^ 
fected by them, But the ParliwftenI: .^f 
Pari|3 refused to dimtfii$h in any degree that 
exemption 6:0m taxes which the Nobks had 
been accwstomed to enjoy. They jeven ha4 
Uie folly as well as the injustice to vote M» 
a|3)iti;ac|t i^splution, that France was by its 
nalAuie taillable at^ ^rvf^able ; by which 
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they indecently declared, that the taxes from 
which the Nobles were exempt should be 
those by which a large proportion of the 
public revenue should at all times be 
raised. 

Few people in England have taken the 
trouble to inform themselves accurately of 
thie construction and character of the Par- 
liament of Paris. I believe that assembly 
acted with integrity in deciding causes be- 
tween man and man. I have formed this 
opinion from this circumstance, that the 
French Government could not corrupt the 
Parliament of Paris ; and if the Government 
could not corrupt it, it was not likely that 
an individual would be able to corrupt it. 
But though the Parliament of Paris was 
honest in deciding causes between man and 
man, it was very dishonest whenever the 
^Lcmptions and privileges of the Noblesse 
came in question. Its members were all of 
the order of Noblesse. ' For the most part 
tbey purchased their situations; but they 
purchased gradually, beginning with the 
lower situations ; as officers of the Guards 
do in England. I believe it was as imprac- 
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ticable for a man to begin by bujiiig a 
high station in the French Parliament^ as it 
would be for an Englishman not in the 
army to begin by purchasing a company in 
the Guards. They made but a very mode-* 
rate interest for the money they employed 
in purchasing. their situations: I have been 
told very rarely more than six per cent. Yet 
they devoted themselves to acquire that 
knowledge which was necessary to enable 
them to discharge their functions. They were 
paid for their trouble by the rank^ power, 
and consideration which their situations 
gave them. I know that the Noblesse de 
YEp6e afiected to look down on the No^ 
blesse de la Robe; but the latter always 
preserved that consequence which is. the na- 
tural result of education and superior knowi- 
ledge. Wlien M. de Calonne found that he 
could not prevail on the Parliament of Paris 
to consent to a more equitable distribution 
of the public burdens, he assembled the 
Notables; but this assembly also was en- 
tirely composed of Nobles, and M. de Ca- 
lonne had no better success with this assem- 
bly than h? had had with the Parliament of 
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Pmris : he was tb^ itader the neoes^tj of 
asMmUing the Etats G6n6mux. 

I place the conduct of the Parliament of 
Paiis among the causes which most mate^ 
rially operated to accelerate the Rerolutioa. 
I rank ajmong the same causes the imbecilitj 
of M. Necker> both as a financier and as a 
statesman^ Peihaps I am influenced in mj 
opinion of M. Neoker as a financier, Ax>m a 
little circumstance which happened in the 
House of Commons. In one of the debate^ 
which took place during the American war, 
Mr. Burke insulted Lord North by remark- 
ing the difierence of talents between M. 
Necker and himself: ^' M. Necker carrii^ on 
tlw war without imposing the usual war- 
taxes ; while the Noble Lord is e^erj year 
coming to this House for new burdens on 
the people of England/' I remember Lord 
North!s answer : " Yes, Sir, it is voty true 
M. Neeker does carry on the war without 
impoamg those taxes which are usually im^. 
posed m France during war; and the time; 
will come when France will bitteriy r^ret 
what M. Necker is now doing. He is cro^ 
ating an unfunded debt^ which must ulti- 
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mfttelj ruin the public credit of FraQce.'^ 
It turoed out as Lord North foretold. Tlie 
Parliament of Paris would not assist M. de 
Calonne to provide for thb unfunded ddbt; 
he was forced to asaembk the £tats G^n^- 
raux ; and Revolution was the consequence. 
I know the friends of M. Necker have said, 
that if he had continued Minister till the 
conclusion of the war^ he would have 
funded this debt, and provided for the pay- 
nient oS the interest It is possible that he 
naight have been able to have dcHie this ; but 
be did not reeoain Minister, and the mis* 
chievods consequence took place. M. Nec- 
ker woui4 I ^bdieve, have beep a very able 
premer Comnm for a great speculating bank; 
but this is a situation widely diSSnent fro» 
that of the financier of a great nation. In 
this latter character. Lord North was infi* 
nitely his superior. 

« 
I have said that M. Necker was also de*« 
ficient as, a statesman. I think I am right. 
The idea that his popularky would enaUe 
him to stand as mediator between the Ka<^ 
tional Assembly oq one> sid^ apd th^' Bqus* 
hqiBfi a^d the Noblesse on the othci^ wa^ ^ 
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notion which could never have entered into 
the head of any but the vainest and the 
weakest of men. The National Assembly 
was carried forward by the torrent of po- 
pular opinion. If a Minister had been able 
to corrupt the majority of that assembly^ 
yet he could not have stopped the torrent. 
The Bourbons and the Noblesse must ulti* 
mately have given way. 

From the joy which the people of Paris 
expressed on the destruction of the Bastile^ 
it might be supposed that lettres de cachSt 
were extremely odious : but I doubt the cor- 
rectness of this opinion, Lettres de cackdt 
chiefly aflected the Noblesse and Bourgeois 
of the higher orders. 

It is possible that many causes besides 
those which I have enumerated contributed 
to the* Revolution; but I believe that the 
odious distinction of Noblesse and Bour- 
geoisie^ and the privileges of the former, the 
oppressive feudal burdens, and the hatred 
and contempt in which the Clergy were 
justly held by the great body of the people, 
were the circumstances which most contri- 
buted to it. 
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When the National Assembly had once 
hdd out to the people the hope of relief, 
the wavering irresolute conduct of the 
King, the known imperious character of 
the Queen, and the persuasion that the 
Courtiers and the Noblesse would never 
relinquish the intrigues by which they 
ho|>ed to disappoint the reform of abuses, 
kept the people in constant agitation. The 
apprehension that they should again be 
subjected to those abuses, drov^ a lai^e por- 
tion of the nation mad; for, during the reign 
of terror, the people seemed to be divided 
into two classes, viz. men actuated by mad- 
ness, and men subdued by fear. 

The high price of corn in 178ft certainly 
kept the people in a state of great agitation. 
In the existing state of the country it had 
considerable effect; and I must consider this 
among the accelerating causes of the Revo- 
lution. 

I have said, that the privileges of the 
Noblesse and feudal services were amot^ 
the principal causes of the French Revolu- 
tion : I believe that I am right in this opi- 
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nion, although I do not pretend to know 
how the distinction of Noblesfte and Bour-' 
geoisie first became established. It is mani« 
fest that France has been conquered at dif- 
ferent periods by successive swarms from 
the great northern hive. The original lan- 
guage of the conquered nation remains in 
every part of France, under the name of 
Patoisi In different parts of the country 
this Patms is, I believe, a different Ian* 
guage; but a language distinct from the 
French is found every where. In the south 
and the west of France, as far north as the 
Loire, this Patois seems to consist of cor- 
rupt dialects of the Provencal. The Pro^ 
vengal was the language into which the 
Latin first passed when it became corrupted; 
it was the language in which that ' race of 
poiets c^idted Troubadours, celebrated the 
achievements of the bwoes of the Crusades; 
^md from this language have been fontved 
Italian, Catalan, the language of other pro- 
vinces of Spain, the Patois of a large portion 
^f Frano^ and a gieat part of what is called 
the iprenttti language. 
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Where the conquered people are extir-^ 
pated, or exterminated^ the original lan« 
guage is lost with them ; but where the 
conquered people remain^ much of the ori- 
ginal language remains : in our island, the 
Saxons extirpated, or exterminated, the 
BritoDs; few or no British words therefore 
are found in our language. The Normans 
<Md not extirpate the Saxons; the present 
English language is therefore a mixture of 
the Saxon and Norman. I recapitulate these 
orcumstances in support of my assertion, 
that France has at different periods been 
overrun by northern invaders. Conquest 
naturally brings forward the distinction qf 
Noblesse, for the conquenn-s are Nobles. 
In general, the conquerors gradually blend 
with the conquered ; they become one race, 
jand the 4Msttnction is^mt. 

There is another circumstance which 
may posi^bly have contributed to ^eep up 
the distinction of Noblesse in France, and 
cf&a states ^of Europe. After the fall of ihe 
Roman Empire, for mury ages the strengdi 
of mmia consieted in heavy ^-armed 4^valry.. 
But armour, and ahorse capable of bearing 
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only by the opulent. This contributed to 
increase the distinction between the rich 
and the poor, the noble and the commonalty. 

After all these reflections, I am apt to 
think that the great number of the French 
Noblesse was occasioned by an abusive sale 
of the distinction. But however the dis* 
tinction arose, it had the effect of dividing 
the people into two classes. All who were 
not noble felt themselves degraded ; and as 
they became rich and intelligent, the degra- 
dation became insupportable. I have men* 
tioned feudal services as another principal 
cause of the French Revolution. I do not 
pretend to have an accurate knowledge of the 
feudal services in France. They were vari- 
ous in different provinces; for France is but 
an assemblage of different nations conquered 
by northern invaders at different tim^, and 
united at di^rent periods; but every where 
feudal services seem to me to have been ex- 
tremely heavy, and even degrading. CorviAss, 
that is to say, labour in kind, seem to have 
been payable to the. Lord in a great part of 
•f ranee. In many districts of France the 
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feudal Lord claimed a right to a great part 
of the succession to personal property. It 
has been thought by many antiquarians, 
that the same right formerly existed in Eng- 
land; and that the heriot, which was in 
most places the best live beast of the tenant,, 
and in some a still heayier payment, viz^ 
that of the best personal chattel, is a rem-- 
nant of this old feudal service, the feudal 
Lord haying gradually consented to accept 
this acknowledgment of his right instead of 
the larger portion of the moveables which 
he was entitled to demand. This payment 
of a portion of the moveables to the feiidal 
Lord, on the death of a tenant, seems to 
have been prevalent in parts of France, 
down to the period of the Revolution. 

I shall hereafter mention circumstances 
which have contributed gradually to ex* 
tinguish feudal services in England: I can* 
not find that any such circumstances ever 
existed in France. Immediately before the 
Revolution, it was computed that half the 
land in France was occupied by Mitayers. 
A great part of France is still occupied in 
the same manner. That I am correct in my 
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opinion^ that th6 distinction of NoUesse, 
and aversion to feudal services, were the 
two principal causes of the French Revolu- 
tion, is sufficiently proved by the votes 
which were passed in the celebrated sitting 
of August 1 7iB9. Whoever reads the resolu- 
tions of that sitting, will see that eveiy vote 
had a tendency to the removal of these two 
grievances. It is possible that some of the 
votes of that night were not sufficiently con- 
sidered; but the Assembly was driven for- 
ward by the general wish of the nation. 

I dwell more upon the subject of the 
French Revolution, because every e^rt has 
been employed to mislead the people of Eng* 
land as to the causes of that Revolution. 
The publications of the French emigrants, of 
Mr. Burke, and the great Whig families, 
and of the agents of Govenoment, were all 
sent forth with this view; and they sue* 
ceeded in deluding the country. After a 
struggle of twenty-seven y^Mts we find omr- 
selves loaded with taxes which we bear with 
extreme difficulty^ while the French have 
obtained the great objects which excited 
them to the Revolution; viz. the abolition 
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of the priyileges of Noblesisfe, of feudal ser- 
vices, of the power and vrealth of the 
Church; and have secured all their rights by 
the establishment of national representation. 
It is possible that efforts may yet be made to 
re-establish the ancien regime; but it is im- 
possible that those efforts should succeed* 
They may perhaps establish a military des* 
potism, but they cannot re*establish the 
government that existed before the Revolu* 
tion. How can they re-establish their Par- 
liaments? The privileged Noblesse^ of which 
those Parliaments were composed^ exist no 
more* They cannot restore to the Church 
the wealth of which it has been deprived; 
and if they cannot restore its wealth, they 
cannot re-establish its power. The Nobles 
drew much of their wealth from their ex- 
emptions from taxes, and from the receipt 
of feudal payments, or, as the French call 
them, les droits seigneureaux. These ex- 
emptions from taxes, and the feudal pay- 
ments, have been abolished more than thirty 
years : can any man believe that the French 
nation will submit to see them again esta- 
blished ? The French have now a national 
assembly, representative of the people^ 
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guardian of thek ri^ts ; they hare also an 
army very solicitous for the defence of those 
rights. Let me suppose it possible that the 
Bourbons should be able to succeed in 
changing the law of election^ and the law 
for recruiting the army ; still the great diffi* 
culty of re-establishing the ancien regime 
would remain. A military despotism might 
arise, but a Bourbon would not be at the 
bead of that despotism, for there is not a 
military character among them. AH at- 
tempts made to destroy the present order of 
things in France^ would probably terminate 
in the expulsion of the Bourbons, and the 
destruction of the Nobles. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

On the Consequences likely to follow from 
the French Revolution. 

I 8HALI. consider this question as it regards 
France itself, and as it regards other na- 
tions. I am of opinion that a representative 
government is permanently established in 
France. It is probable that the Nobles, 
who, comprehending every age and both 
sexes, are computed to amount to 1 5o,ooo, 
will endeavour to re-establish their ancient 
privileges; they will be assisted in this by 
the clergy and the fanatics. The Bourbon 
family is suspected of wishing them success; 
but the united efforts of nobles and priests 
will iail. The French nation retains too 
Strong an abhorrence of the ancien r^me, 
and too correct i sense of the advantages 
obtained by the Revolution, ever to suffer 
itself to be deprived of those advantages. 
The Kings of Europe confederated to pre- 
vent the French nation from establishing a 
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representative government, but their efforts 
have failed* 

I have already remarked, that in conse- 
quence of the French Revolution, thdr 
lands, in tillage, now yield a produce of one 
third more than before the Revolution. Is 
this owing to the abolitioiv^f tithes, or to 
the abolition of feudal burdens? or must 
we attribute it to the more equal imposition 
of taxes, and the security from oppression 
which the subject now enjoys? or is it 
owing to the division of great masses of 
landed property, formerly possessed by ec- 
clesiastics? or to the division of the landed 
property of the Nobles, in consequence of 
the late confiscations and the present law of 
succession ? or shall we say that it is owing 
to the Nobles beii;^ obliged to reside on their 
est^te^, aad to superintend their cuUdvation^ 
in Consequence of their being no loyoger sup* 
ported by the bcMwty of a Court-? In what 
degree these;^ or other oauses unknov\m tp 
roe, have occasioaed the improvement in the 
produce of their land^ I ca^onot pretend io 
say; but I believe the assertion to be true^* 
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that the land in France now yields one third 
more than it did before the Revolution. 

I have said^ that France has established 
a representative government. In every dis- 
trict, the man who pays 800 francs, ^or 
12/. 10^. a year^ in direct taxes, is entitled 
to vote. It is calculated, that the man who 
pays this sum annually in direct taxes, will 
most commonly have property to the value 
of from 1500 to l8oo pounds sterling: this 
is a sufficient property to create an interest 
in the elector, that taxes should be moderate; 
he will therefore give his vote with this im- 
pression on his mind ; and the sentiments of 
the elected will most probably be in unison 
with those of the electors : thus the deputies 
will really be the representatives of their con- 
stituents; they will guard the people's mo- 
ney; and it is the money of the people which 
every Government is endeavouring to obtain. 
E>ery measure which Government brings 
forward in every country, has more or less a 
reference to this end. The Nobles will no 
longer be supported by the profusion of a 
Court; they will no longer be exclusively 
entitled to advancement in the army or the 
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church ; and th^ir Parliaments are abolished^ 
Whatever large estates may yet remain to 
individual Nobles, they will gradually be 
divided by the existing law of succession : 
no means of acquiring affluence will remaia 
to the Noble^y except agriculture and com- 
merce. I know that French Nobles have 
hitherto been accustomed to think thena? 
selves di^raced by engaging in coaamerce, 
or by the practice of the professions of law 
and physic; but these prejudices must be 
got over. The Nobles will soon feel them^ 
selves on a level with their fellow-^subjects,. 
and agriculture and commerce will be their 
chief pursuits: thus France will become an 
agricultural and commercial nation* It is^ 
supposed that there is a wish in the Bourbon, 
family to reserve commissions in. ^he army 
for the Nobles, but they will not be able 
to efFectuate this wish. While the army is 
recruited by conscription, there will be ne-. 
cessarily found men of education among thi; 
conscripts ; and such men will not submit 
to be considered in a degraded character.: 
they will dena^nd adyanqement according to 
their merit;$. - 
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Tlie French Ministers are at this time 
endeaypuring to obtain a change in the law 
of election, and also a change ia that law 
by which the army is recruited. By a 
change in the law of election, they propose 
to diminish the commercial influence in 
elections. By a change in the law of.ier 
cruiting, they wish to prevent a large pro- 
portion of officers being taken from tl^e 
ranks. They will probably fail in both 
these attempts. A very large proportion of 
those who are now ofScers have risen ffoQi 
the ranks: even the Generala and Marshals 
who iare iiovtr seen at the French Courts, ^re 
well aware Uiat they would soon be treate$l 
with contempt ' if the andent Nobler were 
advaaced to high militaiy rank. It has evea 
been said, that the disgust of the late Marr 
shal Ney originated in insults oflered to 
his wife by emigrant Nobles, when shp 
presoited herself at Court. If the me^uK 
were persevered in, the Bbyrbpns might £»\1 
victims to the attempt. . 

I have said that a representative govern- 
ment k established in France. I do not 
mean by this, that corrections ma^ not be 
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necessary. Perhaps the number of the de- 
puties ought to be doubled, or at least con- 
siderably augmented. The Chamber of Peers 
seems to me to be a very unnatural and a 
very useless part of their government. It 
was probably introduced with a view to 
imitate the English Constitution; but the 
French Chamber of Peers is wholly unlike 
the English House of Lords. The French 
Chamber, in the course of its ordinary pro- 
ceedings, exercises, I believe, no judicial 
functions (I am aware that the trial of Lou- 
vel has been assigned to it) ; while the ju- 
dicial power exercised by the English House 
of Lords is the last resort in all cases both 
of law and equity, and on all questions both 
civil and criminal. This jurisdiction has 
existed in England from the most distant 
/\imes; and perhaps no tribunal in any coun- 
try was ever less suspected of abusing its 
power. Its decisions are not only acquiesced 
in with respect, but with a confidence that 
they are wise as well as just. 

I have said, that the Parliament of Paris, 
though honest in the decision of causes be- 
twecM man and man, was dishbnesit whei^ 
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the interest of the privileged order of No- 
blesse was in question. The English House 
of Lords has never been even suspected of 
this ; and however remarkable it may seem, 
yet it is true, that in almost every case ixi 
which the House of Lords has di^red ia 
opinion from the Courts in Westminster 
Hall, after-ages have generally said that the 
House of Lords was right, and that the 
Courts at Westminster were wrong. 

There is another circumstance in which, 
the French Chamber of Peers will with 
difficulty be made to resemble the English 
House of Lords. In the English House of 
Lords the hereditary Peers are men of the 
largest landed estates: in the French Cham* 
her, if peerage is to be hereditary and the 
existing law of succession is to be persevered 
in, the Peers will for the most part be poor. 
I do not quite know the nature of the ma* 
jorats which have been instituted. If it is 
meant that certain portions of land should 
be inalienably annexed to each peerage, and . 
the portions are considerable, inconvenience 
will arise from the inalienability of the land ; 
and if the portion annexed to each peerage 
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is inconsiderable^ the institution will be of 
no effect. 

The French Chamber of Peers is a bad 
imitation of the English House of Lords. 
If they thought it advisable that every ques- 
tion should be discussed in two assemblies, 
they would perhaps have done better to 
have followed the model of the United States 
of America. A senate and a house of re- 
presentatives would perhaps have answered 
all the ends they could have had in view. If 
ever the Bourbons should entertain senti- 
ments in unison with those of the nation, 
the power which is now given to the execu- 
tive government of France, of paying the 
minister^ of religion, will create an influence 
which perhaps has never yet been fully esti- 
mated ; and it will be an influence extremdy 
beneficial to the nation. By withholding 
payment, the Government will a^ all times- 
be Sable to control evcty ecclesiastic. We 
hesitate to grant emancipation to the Irish 
Catholics ; $nd the strongest argument urged 
iagainstthis emancipation is, the danger aris- 
ing from the influence of their priests: but 
this danger would be nothing if every Ca- 
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tholic priest were paid by the executive go- 
vernment. The English government has 
been in the practice of annually distributing 
a very moderate sum among the Presbyterian 
ministers; I believe it never exceeded 
20,000/. in any one year : yet the influence 
of this sum has been found highly beneficial 
to the Government. Since the return of the 
Bourbons to France, their executive govern- 
ment has not derived much benefit from 
this power: the reason is manifest; the 
Bourbons have not wished to avail them- 
selves of it. They have not been in unison 
with the wishes of the nation on this subject. 
On the contrary, their object has been to re- 
establish the wealth and the power of the 
Church. The Catholic church, wherever it 
is established conformably to its policy, is in 
truth imperium in imperio. The celibacy of 
the clergy was established with this view. 
It was introduced into England by Arch- 
bishop Lanfranc about the year 1 1 00 : I be- 
lieve it had not been insisted on much be- 
fore, even among the continental clergy. 
The Saxon clergy made great resistance to 
it; but it was of much importance to the 
'establishment of ^ecclesiastical power, and 
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I^anfranc, by birth an Italian, compelled th^ 
English clergy to submit to it. Celibacy 
deprived the clergy of domestic affections^ 
and reduced them to have but one object of 
solicitude, viz. the extension of the power 
of the Church. In all Catholic countries the 
celibacy of the clergy is insisted on with 
great strictness ; I believe it is more difficult 
to obtain from Rome a dispensation for a 
clergyman to marry, than it is to obtain a 
dispensation for an uncle to marry his niece, 
though the latter is prohibited by the Levi- 
tical lavv. But the influence which the exe- 
cutive government of France will possess by 
thus holding the purse from which the mi- 
nisters of religion are to be paid, has not yet 
been felt ; indeed, it has scarcely been no* 
ticed. 

When the Bourbons returned in 1814, 
^they were accompanied by emigrants who 
had too much influence over them. Had 
Louis XVIII. acted wisely, he would have 
claimed the crown under the title created by 
the acceptance of Louis XVI. in 1789. 
Claiming as his heir under that title, he 
would have removed all suspicion of his bav- 
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and be ought to have seen that sueh re-asta* 
blishment was impossible* I do not believe 
that Buonaparte was invited to return in 
1815 by any political party; but he cer- 
tainly had received intelligence that the con- 
duct which the emigrants had influenced the 
Bourbons to hold, had induced every part of 
the nation to receive hiifl back with plea- 
sure : the people believed that the odious 
distinction of a privileged noblesse would be 
reestablished : the Protestants thought that 
they should be persecuted for their religious 
opinions: the possessors of national pro* 
perty believed that this property would be 
taken frona them : the proprietors and culti- 
vators of land were apprehensive that tithes 
and teudal burdens would be re-established. 
I do not believe that the emissaries of Buo- 
naparte instigated the people to these opi- 
nions ; they arose from the conduct of the 
emigrants^ who every vvhere gave out that 
the anden regime should be re-established. 
While Louis XVUI. rested the constitution 
on his charter, the people saw that their li- 
berties were revocable : had he claimed the 
crown as the heir of Louis XVI. and under 
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tht title accepted by him in 1 780, tlie peqpte 
would have been uninfluenced by these sua- 
picions^ and the return of Buonaparte could 
never have been attended with success. 

I have said that France will become agri- 
cultural and commercial : I am aware that 
this may be prevented by the people being 
prevailed on to become again a military na*- 
tion. Although the Bourbons now in exist- 
ence are not of a military character, yet 
they will probably wish to jgive the nation 
this turn. Kings naturally wish for standing 
-armies, and tlie Nobles will entertain the 
-hope of being advanced in military rank. 
The great number of officers formed in the 
late war will render it more easy to give the 
nation this propensity; and should a war 
break out on the continent of Europe, the 
Bourbons may find the adoption of this po- 
licy easy. But the pacific system can alone 
cohfilTO the free government of France: it 
• will render the French people happy, and 
contribute to the happiness of the other' na- 
tions of Europe. 

1 have been thus insensibly led to the 
consideration of the eiFects which the 
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Frendi Retolution will prabably have on 
the othar states of Europe : but before I pro- 
ceed to this consideration, I wish to e:&plain 
what I mean by the expression which I 
have used, that representative government 
is permanently fixed in France. I believe 
this assertion to be true, but it is the only 
part of their governni^nt which is perma- 
nently fixed.: The Chamber of Peers 
must either be moulded into a character 
very different from that which it now exhi* 
bits, or it will be extinguished. The Bour- 
bons ever since their return have been sus^ 
pected of wishing to destroy that govern- 
ment of which they are the supreme execu- 
tive magistrates. I will not inquire whether 
this suspicion is well or ill founded; but 
Caesar's wife must be free even frpm suspi- 
cion; the King must convince the nation 
i\kdLt he has no desire to possess those poweiB 
which were exercised by Louis XIV. and 
Xouis XV. ; that his wishes are in unison 
with those of his people; and from that 
moment he starts up the mo$t powerful mo- 
. narch in the world . 

■ I do not believe that there, is in France 
at this hour much personal attachment either 
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to a Bourbon or to Buonaparte. The attach*- 
ment seems to me to be to the nation : if 
there is any exception to this sentiment^ it 
is in thle military: they remember with pride 
the victories which the French armies ob- 
tained in the progress of the Revolution ; and 
those w|^o have served under Buonaparte at- 
tribute their victories to his superior military 
skill. I believe, however, that I say no 
more than the truth when I assert, that the 
attachment of the great body of the people 
is to the interests of the nation : and they 
consider those interests as depending on the 
permanent establishment of representative 
government. Should I be right in this opi- 
nion, France and the United States of Ame- 
rica will both be representative governments^ 
The members of the Holy Alliance may 
cabal and intrigue, but they will tremble. 
In case of a war, what resistance can the 
despots of Germany oppose to France? 
Their own subjects will be their most for- 
midable enemies, for they will wish to pos- 
sess the same advantages as are possessed by 
the people of France. The same sentiments 
will prevail in Spain, Portugal, and Italy. 
Great Britain may perhaps escape the general 
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Jtirreck of European monarchies ; its govern- 
ment is still, to a considerable degree, repre- 
sentative. Wherever an individual, as pro- 
prietor or patron, has been permitted to 
usurp the nomination to a seat in Parliament, 
to that extent the House of Commons can 
no longer be considered as the representative 
of the people. But the abuse has not yet 
extended so far but that it may be easily 
corrected. It is much to be lamented that 
some men have been so injudicious as to re- 
commend universal suffrage. This wcrald 
be no remedy ; it would be no reform of 
abuses; it would be revolution. But men 
who think, see the necessity of correctii^ 
abuses; and revolution will be prevented by 
the adoption of reform. 

What changes in other nations will be 
the consequence of the French Revolution ? 
We hesitate to give an answer to this ques- 
tion: but there are certain peculiar circum- 
stances which deserve our consideration. 
Most of the revolutions which we read of 
in history have been the consequence of 
conquest by invaders. Where they have 
not been effected by conquerors, but have 
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been produced by, the. ^ortao£ Che peopW, 
they have in general been: oon/ined tp the 
expulsion of thexeigomg dynasty. The in^ 
fiurrection of the Dutch againat FhUip II. 
was confined to the expulsion of that ty^ 
rant; the government was left nearly the 
same as it had existed before* Even in the 
late American war, the Americans did little 
more than deprive the King. and his &m,ijy 
of the sovereignty. Each polony was left 
under its antecedent government^ the whole 
being united by a federative unions JBut ,by 
the French Revolution the: entire govern- 
ment has been awept awafy. Will the eac- 
ample be followed in Spain or in theSpaaish 
colonies ? Will it be followed :in Germai^yi 
Intelligence is gone forth. Tt» rights and 
duties of governors and governed have been 
every where^ discussed. Will the^Hdy Al- 
liance be able to defi^ the fMBt^le's efforts]? 
England may,, I hope, escape, the infllieifce 
of this Revolution; a very; little. reform will 
bring back her House of Commtions to be 
really the representative/Of the people. life 
chief opponents .to this^ reform are thosie 
great ^milies which have- usurped the no- 
mination to seats in ParUaoieht from those 
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Bodies of the commonalty to which the 
Crown had originally granted it. ^n event 
has lately happened which has rendered it 
more necessary for the people of England to 
turn its imnoediate attention to this reform ; 
I mean the death of His Royal Highness 
the Duke of Kent. The late Duke of Kent, 
from his sound health and habits of life, 
was considered as a man likely to live to old 
age. In him the nation hoped to avoid the 
mischiefs arising from a long minority. But 
from the present state of the dynasty, on 
the death of the King and his two brothers, 
a minority must probably take place. Who 
will have the government during that mi- 
nority ? The answer is obvious: those who 
nominate the members of the House of 
Comxiions : and as more than one half of 
those members are, nominated by proprietors 
and patrons, the people at large piay find it 
difficult to protect the rights of an infant so- 
vereign. I may be told, perhaps, the three 
Princes to whom I have alluded may live to 
old age. I sincerely wish they may ; but 
men will fear impending dangers, and it is 
the duty of Parliament to guard the country 
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CHAPTER V. 

Effects produced by the French Revolution 
in England.— Mr. Pitfs Conduct till his 
Death in 1 8o6* 

I WILL now consider the effects which the 
French Revolution produced in England.- 

The French Revolution certainly created 
much sensation in the people of England. 
They were naturally led to think of the 
reform of abuses in their own government ; 
but I do not think that this sentiment was 
by any means universal : they were in a 
state of prosperity, and those who are in a 
state of prosperity are not desirous of a 
change of government. Mr. Pitt was at that 
time Minister with uncommon power, for 
the Opposition was sunk to iiothing; and 
he seemed to possess the confidence of the 
King. One would be led to think from his 
conduct^ that he never felt how much the 
transactions in France required his vigilant 
attention. In l7go he had an unnecessary 
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dispute with Spain about a smuggling trans<- 
action at Nootka Sound. In 1791, be 
seemed to wish for a dispute with Russia 
about the fortress of Oczakow, though it is 
impossible to believe that he could have 
entertained at that time the idea of a se- 
rious quarrel with Russia. In l70i the 
treaty of Pilnitz was negotiated: in this 
treaty, the invasion of France was decided 
on. 1 believe Mr. Pitt took no part in this 
treaty ; but the King« as Elector of Hanover, 
iapproved of it. Mr. Pitt acted with great 
wisdom in determining to take no share 
in hostile operations against France. A 
little reflection ought to have pointed out 
to every Statesman, that if France were at- 
tacked by hostile armies, she would be under 
the necessity of becoming herself an armed 
nation. 

It is much to be regretted that in 1702 
Mr. Pitt refused the application of the 
French government to prevent by his in- 
fluence the intended hostilities : I will give 
Mr. Pitt credit for his wish to avoid entering 
ilnto a war on account of the French Revolu- 
tion; but he seemed to me never to have 
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Tiewed the French Revolution with the eye 
of a Statesman. He never appeared to feel 
the effect which the agitations in France 
must have on the other States of Europe. 
He seemed wholly ignorant of the causes of 
that Revolution. Mr. Pitt was a great Par*- 
liamentary debater ; perhaps he deserves thp 
title of a good financier in times of tranquil- 
lity ; and from the period when he became 
Miniirt:er in 1783, the prosperity of England 
had revived, but he was wholly unacquaint- 
ed with the internal state of other nations. 
In one word, he was a good pilot in calm 
^weather, but not equal to conduct the vessel 
of the State in a stormy season. But al- 
though I cannot consider Mr. Pitt as a ^eat 
Statesman, yet I think that his conduct of 
public affairs for the first nine years of his 
Administration, viz. from the end of Decem- 
ber 1783, to the end of the year 1702, was 
highly beneficial to his country. I think he 
made several mistakes : those mistakes ^roae 
from his not being sufficiently acquainted 
with the interests and views of foreign na- 
tions. He became a Minister at too early a 
period of his life, for he was made Clhan- 
€ellor of the Exchequer in 1 782, when he 
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was little more than twenty-three years of 
age; and be was made First Lord of the 
Treasury, and Prime Minister^ on the 2oth of 
December 1783, when be was only of the 
age of twenty-four and a half. Before Mr. 
Pitt had attained the age of twenty-fire, he 
was as powerful a debater in Parliament as 
he ever was in the whole course of his life. 
We have many instances of men who have 
become able public sp^kers at an early pe- 
riod ; but I believe that there is no instance 
of any man who became a great Statesman 
at the same early period. Mr. Fox obtained 
the summit of that eloquence which he ever 
attained to, at as early an age as Mr. Pitt : 
Charles Townshend, and Lord Bolingbroke, 
were also instances of the practicability of 
attaining Parliamentary eloquence in early 
life. Perhaps there is no art in which men 
are so rapidly improved by practice as in the 
knack of Parliamentary debate. Mr. Pitt' 
and Mr. Fox bad both of them great ad- 
vantages ; for at his outset each wa9 sup- 
ported by a powerful pflirty. This circum- 
stance relieved them ffom appri^bensioQS, 
and con^denee is a necea^iy ingn^'mnt m a 
Parliamentary 9p?aker. But thpu^ « mg? 
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may become a Parliamentary speaker in 
early life, he cannot become a consummate 
Statesman at a time of life equally early. 
He must have read much; he must have 
conversed and reflected deeply, before he 
can be qualified to direct the a^irs of a 
great nation. Mr. Pitt had never travelled. 
I believe he was imperfectly acquainted 
with the French language. Before I finish 
these reflections, I shall probably show, in 
some striking instances, how ignorant he 
was of the situation of France. But for 
the present I will only view him in the 
first nine years of his Administration, and 
here I am ready to give him the full tribute 
of applause. 

In November 1783, he came forward to 
defend the King against the efforts of a con- 
federacy ; he was successful ; had he failed, 
the power of the Crown would most pro- 
bably have been placed under the control of" 
that confederacy, which was denominated 
the Coalition. An oligarchy would have 
been established ; and of all the forms of 
government, oligarchy is most oppressive 
to the people. Had Mr. Fox s Bill been 
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carried, the patronage of India would have 
been placed in the hands of the Coalition ; 
and while they possessed that patronage, it 
would have been very difficult for the King 
to have removed them from the Adminis- 
tration. It would have been difficult to pre- 
vail on men to accept of office, while they 
knew that they were to contend with an 
opposition possessing this patronage. We 
know from English history the dangerous 
consequences which have followed from an 
irremovable Parliament ; perhaps equal mis- 
chiefs might have followed from an irre- 
movable Administration. I give Mr. Pitt 
full credit for his wise and able conduct 
on .this occasion. 

In 1785 he brought forward his Irish 
Propositions. They seemed to me to be 
drawn with too much minute detail. I 
never could form an opinion as to what the 
result would have been if they had been , 
adopted. At the close of the discussion, Mr. 
Pitt allowed such clauses to be introduced as 
insured the rejection of his Propofitions by 
the Irish Parliament z it was generally be- 
lieved that he adopted this conduct in com- 
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pliance with the apprehensions of great 
cotton manufacturers in Lancashire and 
Scotland. 

In the following session he established 
the Sinking Fund ; a measure highly baie- 
ficial while accompanied with the pacific 
system. About the same time he' negoti- 
ated the commercial treaty with France. 
In reflecting on this treaty, I can only re- 
gret that it was not negotiated with more 
boldness, and extended to more objects. But 
Mr. Pitt was most pobably controlled by 
the fears of commercial men. On the 
Kings illness in 1788, I think Mr. Pitt 
acted judiciously in resistis^ the language 
of Lord Loughborough and Mr. Fox. But I 
cannot say that 1 saw with pleasure his 
attempt to limit the powers of royalty while 
exercised by the Prince Regent. The King's 
recovery made this Bill unnecessary ; but 
the opinions then thrown out hare, perhaps, 
been subsequently injurious. 

I hme thus enumerated the principal 
acts of Mr. Pitt dufin^ these nine years, 
that I might declare most explicitly my 
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ftpprobatiock^ of his conduct. During these 
nine years, I think Mr. Pitt's Administra- 
tion, considered together, and as a whole, 
eminently beneficial to his country. It 
would have been fortunate for the glory of 
Mr. Pitt if he had been removed from office 
at the close of the year 1792. It would 
have been equally fortunate for his country ; 
for during the remaining ei^t years of his^ 
Administration, every measure which he 
brought forward, displayed his incapacity 
as a Statesman. There is full proof, that 
down to the close of the year I7y2, Mr. 
Pitt had no intention to abandon his pacific 
system. In the smnmer of ,1792^ towairda 
the close of the session, he said in the House 
of Commons, '* England never had a fairer 
prospect of a long continuance of peace 
than she has at the present moment. I 
think we may confidently reckon on, peace 
for ten years." But my opinion of his per- 
severance in the pacific system does not 
rest on his expressions in Parliament. Be- 
fore the close of the session in 1793, the 
three per cents had risen almost to par. Mr. 
Pitt saw that this gave him an opportunity 
of reducing* 32,000,000 of four per cent. 

K 4 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



J 36 

stock to three per cent. He negotiated with 
the holders of the four per cents: they de- 
manded a larger bonus than he chose to give, 
and he closed his treaty with them, by say- 
ing, ** Then we will put off the reduction of 
this stock to next year/* Can any man be- 
lieve that Mr. Pitt would have used this 
language if he had at that time intended 
to take part in the war? for the war was 
at that time actually begun by Austria, Prus- 
sia, and other German Princes. 

In the close of the year 1 792, Mn 
Burke prevailed on the great Whig families 
to declare for war with France : it was well 
Icnown that this declaration would be highly 
acceptable to the King. Perhaps every King 
in Europe had been alarmed by the French Re- 
volution. Most certainly all German Princes 
had felt this alarm in a very high degree; 
and a jealous apprehension of encroachment 
on his power, had always been a marked fea- 
ture in the King's character. The great Whig 
families were received by the King with 
joy* Mr. Burke was rewarded with two 
pensions, estimated to be worth ^40,000; 
whether he received any further gratificatioo 
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from M. dc Calonnc, I cannot say. The 
language by which Mr. Burke prevailed on 
the great Whig families to declare for war 
was, I apprehend, the following: He stated 
to them, that the French Revolution was an 
insurrection of the many against the few ; of 
the people against the constituted authorities, 
of the commonalty against the nobility : that 
if the principles on which the French Revo- 
lution was founded were not crushed, they 
would spread through Europe : that if no- 
blesse were not re-established in France, 
nobility would be abolished in England 2 that 
every motive of self-preservation required 
them to come forward and exert themselves to 
stop this Revolution : that the sentiment of 
enthusiasm which at that time seemed to ac- 
tuate the whole French nation, would pro- 
bably soon subside if restrained within the 
limits of France; but that, if not restrained, 
it would spread over other nations : that the 
agitations in France might be considered as a 
hurricane; that if they could outlive that 
hurricane, they would be in a state of safety. 

I believe these arguments were used very 
openly by Mr. Burke. I believe there were 
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other arguments Which were used more se- 
cretly to the leaders of the Wljig party* He 
reminded these Noblemen, that their polii 
tical importance depended on the power which 
they possessed in nominating members of the 
House of Commons ; that this power was by 
many considered as a usurpation: that the 
attempt of the British House of Commons to 
extend the right of taxation over our Colonies 
in America, had led people to examine the 
manner in which members of the House of 
Commons obtained seats in that House : riiaC 
in consequence of this examination, it was 
found that there were many members who 
possessed their seats by the nomination of 
proprietors and patrons of boroughs; and 
that it was in consequence of this circum-* 
stance, and of the facility with which a 
Minister could purchase the support of these 
members from the respective patrons and 
proprietors, that the American war had been 
so obstinately persevered in, against the in- 
terest of the country : that this opinion had 
led to a wish for a reform in the House of 
Commons : that this sentiment had not only 
prevailed with great numbers of the people, 
but that it had been publicly promoted and 
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^quence* He desired them to reflect^ whe- 
ther, if French principles were allowed to 
prevail in England, reform of Parliament 
must not be the necessary consequence f and 
whether the extinguishment of the power of 
their party would not be the immediate re- 
sult of such a reform ? 

The leaders of the Whig party were at 
that time the Duke of Portland, Earl Fitz- 
william, and Earl Spencer. I believe that 
the Duke of Portland was tired of having 
been 30 long in opposition ; and that he was 
desirous of reaping ihose advantages which he 
could obtain by promoting the King's wishes. 
I believe that Earl Fifzwilliam and Earl 
Spencer were wholly free from any desire to 
obtain office or emoluments; but both of 
them haki been educated from early life in that 
leading principle of the Whig party, that 
they were to acquire power by a confederacy 
of great families* I date the origin of that 
party which is now denominated the party 
of the great Whig families, from the fall of 
Sir Robert Walpole. Sir Robert Walpote 
• had governed the country by uniting the in- 
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fluence of Government to the Whig party. 
I will not stop to inquire whether Sir Robert 
Walpole was a great minister ; but his pacific 
system was certainly beneficial to England, 
and secured the Brunswick family on the 
throne. On his fall, Sir Robert had dexter- 
ously contrived to destroy the power of his 
rival, Mr. Pulteney. The Earldom of Bath^ 
conferred on that gentleman, extinguished his 
importance. The Administration then fell 
into the hands of men who had been the sup- 
porters of Sir Robert Walpole. They were 
at first called the Pelham Party. On the re- 
tirement of the Duke of Newcastle, and the 
advancement of the Marquis of Rockingham 
to office, they were called the Rockingham 
Party. On the death of the Marquis of 
Rockingham, and the Coalition which took 
place at the end of the year 178a, they went 
by the name of the Coalitionists. They arc 
now distinguished by the name of the Party 
of the great Whig Families. Their principle 
was to possess influence by confederacy. On 
the first formation of this party, this prin- 
ciple was not openly avowed; but on Mr. 
Burke's being placed in the service of the 
Marquis of Rockingham, that gentleman 
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saw the great advantage which he shduTd de-^ 
rive to himself from propagating that prin- 
ciple of confederacy. The doctrine which 
he inculcated was, that there are certain great 
families whose ancestors placed the Bruns- 
wicks on the throne; that from this circum- 
stance the descendants of those families have 
a right to be the Ministers, and to dictate the 
measures of Government. No language could 
be more acceptable to men of high rank, large 
fortunes, and moderate talents. I do not use 
this expression, moderate talents, from any 
sentiment of disrespect ; but the education of 
men of high rank and great wealth necessarily 
occasions them to stand in need of the assist? 
ance of those whose inferior rank and moderate 
fortunes have subjected them to a difierent 
education. Mr. Burke felt the influence which 
this language gave him over the Rockingham 
party ; but his influence over that party was 
not so transcendent while the Marquis of 
Rockingham lived, as it was after his death. 
The Marquis of Rockingham numbered 
among his friends Sir George Savile and the 
Duke of Richmond; these two gentlemen 
checked in a considerable degree the assuming 
authority of Mr. Burke : perhaps there might 
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be others who concurred with them. Most 
certainly Mr. Burke had not the influence over 
the Marquis of Rockingham which he after- 
wards posiessed over the Duke of Portland. 

Let me pause to consider for a moment 
whether the arguments thus used by Mr. 
Burke to the great Whig families were such 
as they ought to have attended to. The cir* 
cumstance which had mest contributed to the 
French Revolution was the distinction be* 
tween Noblesse and Bourgeoisie. Thirty 
thousand noble families were supposed to 
comprehend one hundred and fifty thousand 
individuals; these claimed exemption from 
the most burdensome taxes, and exclusive 
advancement in the army^ in the navy, in 
the church, and in the parliaments. Could a 
commonalty^ now become opulent and intei* 
ligenti submit to this humiliating distinction? 
I appeal to every man who has dispassionately 
examined the French Revohulon, whether 
this odious distinction of Noblesse and Bouri- 
geoisie must not be set down as the first and 
principal cause of that great cvetd ? In Eng» 
land no such distinction exists i our heriedi** 
tary Nobles are few, not exceeding in nunu* 
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exemption from the payment of any tax ; nor 
are they entitled toesclusive advancement in the 
army, the navy, the church, or the law : their 
children are of the order of the commonalty. 
In truth, British Peers are magistrates, here- 
ditary legislators, hereditary judges, and he- 
reditary advisers pf the Crown : they have as 
little resemblance to French Noblesse as they 
have to the order of Mandarins in China. 

Unfortunately the leaders of the great fa^ 
jfnilies could not be brought to see the fallacy 
pf Mr. Burke's argument; they were misled 
by the similitude of names; and they de- 
clared themselves advocates for embarking 
the country in war. Mr. Pitt acceded to the 
piToposal : he was ignorant not only of the 
cabases of the French Revolution, but of th^e 
streiigth of France : he was so little acquaint- 
ed with the resources of that country, ai^d 
with the energies of which she w^s capablie 
when her whole force was put in motion, th»t 
he k^d persuaded himself that France could 
nojt carry on tjhe war ibr six months : he held 
this language to M. Bigot de St» Croix, wbp 
hg4 been Minister for fpreign Afl&irs in 
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France, on the loth of August 1792, M. 
de St. Croix had emigrated to England be- 
tween the loth of August and the end of that 
year. When the resolution to declare war 
against France was about to be taken, Mr. 
Pitt discoursed on the subject with this gentle- 
man : he pointed out to M. de St. Croix, that 
it would be impossible for France to continue 
the war for more than six months, as she had 
no finances. M. de St. Croix replied to him, 
•• Sir, if you knew the resources of France as 
well as I know them, you would know that 
she is capable of carrying on war for a great 
length of time." When Mr. Pitt pressed 
him on the circumstance of her finances, M. 
de St. Croix answered, *• Sir, France is more 
powerful because she has not what you call 
finances; those who are in possession of the 
government will put all property in requisi- 
tion.'^ I had the account of this conversation 
from M. de St. Croix himself; and he added, 
that from that hour Mr. Pittfs door was al- 
ways shut against him. Mr. Pitt expressed 
the same sentiments to another political friend 
of mine, and I have no doubt that he used 
this language to many others. But the matter 
does not rest on private conversation. Mr. 
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Pift empldyed Sit Francis D'Yvernois td 
publish a pamphlet, showing, that the state 
of the French finances would disable France 
from going on with the war for six months ; 
and so infatuated v/as Mr. Pitt with this 
opinion, that he suffered Sir Francis D'Yver- 
nois annually to repeat the same opinion for 
several years. 

^ There is another circumstance, which so 
strongly marks Mr.. Pitt's want of sagacity 
as a Statesman, that I cannot help taking 
notice of it. Influenced by the opinion of 
Mr. Burke, the great Whig families had de- 
clared for war; but the opinion of Mr. 
Burke was clear and explicit : it was, that 
War should be undertaken for the purpose of 
re-establishing the anden regime in France. 
I use this expre;ssion, ancien regime, because 
it was employed by the French royalists as a 
term of art, viz. that every thing should be 
replaced exactly as it had existed before the 
assembly of the Etats Generaux: to under- 
take a war for this object might be injudi- 
cious ; but the proposal was intelligible and 
definite: Mr. Pitt acceded to it; but en- 
Ipraftfed his own plan on Mr. Burke's, viz. 
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^< Indemnity for the past and secmitjr lor thf 
future/' This language could not be mis* 
understood j every one saw that the meaning 
of it was, that France should be dismember^ 
ed I that she should be deprived of certain 
provinces, and by that means be rendered le$^ 
formidable to the rest of Europe. Mn Pitt 
did not perceive that Mr, Burke's plan and 
his own could not both be effected by the 
same measures. Mr. Burke wishqd to re- 
establish France in all her fornver strength j 
and Mr. Pitt wished to re-establish the 
Bourbons in France^ mutilated and di^mem^ 
bered« The very first event of the war show- 
ed the two pbns to be irrecondleable. 

In i793f Valenciennes was taken. The 
arms of France were removed^ and the 
Austrian eagle erected in their stead. Within 
forty-eight hours there was written under 
this eagle^ ^* Ton aigle sera un dindon**' A 
friend of mine remonstrated with tbc) lftf« 
Duke of &unswick, that he migl^^ thlt 
same campaign, have taken Landau i his an* 
swer was, *• Ought I, as the King of Pri^ 
sia's general, to have employed his. army to 
take Landau for Austria V* hh the ok)9e of 
the same year we took possession of Toulon 
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and the Frtnch fldet : we te<xWed this posses- 
sion by & treaty, in \Nrhich it was stipulated^ 
that every thifig Should be preserved for the 
use of the Ffench King. Mr. Burke'* plan 
required that thisf treaty should hate been 
faithfully Observed j but Mr. Pitt's wish, that 
the powef of France should be weakened, 
prevailed, and the terms of the treaty were 
violated. 

After these evetits, the designs of Mr. 
Pitt were ntenifesf to every one ; and all who 
wished that Fratide might renftain entire 
withdrew their assistance. The King of 
Prussia Would tlaturally say, •* It is with diffi- 
eulty that I support niyself at present agairist 
Austria; What must become 6f me if the 
Atiitriari pbWer h augmented?" Me ddii* 
tiftUed to recdl^ subsidies from England; 
but he rttfVer ifter gave itty assistance in car- 
rymg on the war. The King of Splin, as a 
Bburbon^ had tta wish to see Frarice dismem- 
bered. The Fitnch royalists dould' never 
Wkh to see Mr. Pitt's designs 4ttertded With 
iucceis'i In a word, tlie views Wit'h whidh 
he carried on the w^ reducerf England to 
due s?ngfl<i,4lly, tiit. Attttria,; andy tocnabfe 
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that power to carry on her military opera- 
tions, England supplied subsidies to an 
amount never before recorded in history. 
The plans of Mr. Burke and Mr. Pitt were 
avowedly so different, that the military ope- 
rations were carried on by distinct Ministers. 
The expedition to the coast of France, in 
1795, with a view to give assistance to the 
insurgents in La Vend6e, was under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Windham, the Minister of Mr. 
Burke's friends. It was as badly planned 
and as badly executed as any expedition ever 
undertaken by a War Minister. 

Let any man dispassionately review Mr. 
Pitt's conduct on these points, viz. his want 
of knowledge of the causes of the French 
Revolution ; his ignorance of the resources 
of France ; and his engaging in a war for 
two objects inconsistent with each other ; and 
let him then say, whether he thinks Mr. Pitt 
was a great Statesman. I ought to mention 
that Mr. Fox refused to concur in opinion 
with Mr. Burke on tfiis subject: his good 
sense led him to see the folly of engaging in 
a war for the purpose of compelling the 
French nation^to stibmjt to a form of govern- 
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ment which they abhorred ; and he had the 
integrity to resist every alhirement^ both of 
emolument and power. He remained the 
decided opponent of the measures which 
were then adopted. I believe that Mr. Pitt 
soon regretted his having engaged in the un- 
dertaking; but he was committed, he could 
not go back. I think his friends must 
acknowledge that he showed no great talents 
as a War Minister. Prussia and Spain soon 
abandoned him. He relied on the armies of 
Austria ; and to give activity to those armies, 
he supplied Austria with British money, with 
a boundless profusion. I can discover no su- 
perior wisdom in the manner in which he 
raised this money. The sale of the land-tax, 
the income-tax, and that most calamitous 
measure the stoppage of the Bank, were ra- 
ther the measures of a daring projector than 
of a prudent financier. The sale of the land- 
tax was a plan adopted in imitation of the 
French government ; for it was the putting 
property in requisition. The income-tax 
was a violation of faith; for those who had 
redeemed their land-tax had a right to pre* 
sume that a similar tax, under another name, 
was not to be immediately laid on their land: 
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it was also a violation of the faith plodged to 
the public creditors. The paper-money, 
consequent on the stoppage of the Bank, 
has produced calamities of which we do 
not yet see the end. Mr. Pitt floundered 
on, adopting various but unsuccessful pre" 
jects, until the commencement of the year 
1 80 1. He then resigned. Various reasons 
were mentixined for this resignation: the 
friends of Mr. Pitt gave out, that he had 
resigned because the King would not consofil 
to that emancipation of the Catholics, which 
he had recommended ; but I do not believe 
that this was the real cause of the quarrel be-> 
tween the King and Mr. Pitt: the same 
cause was assigned when the King dismissed 
the Ministers distinguished by the name of 
the Talents, in 1807; ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ 
known, that the emancipation of the Catho- 
lics was not at that time the real groumji for 
their dismission. I havf reason to believe, 
that the displeasure which the King, in 
1601, had conceived against Mr. Pitt^ arose 
from other causes. The Austrian armies had 
been so repeatedly defeated by the French, 
that they were completely disheartened 1 their 
discouragement was so great, that they could 
no longer be brought to face French sol- 
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diers in (he field* Mr* Pitt probablj stated 
this circumstance to the King^ and pointed 
out to him, that if the war against France 
was to be carried on by continental armiet, 
the King of Prussia was the only sovereign 
who could supply the means; and he pro* 
posed to the King, that, to induce the King 
of Prussia to afford this assistance, His Ma-* 
jesty should cede to hmi some part of his 
German dominions. The King was indig- 
nant at the proposal; it not only induced 
him to dismiss Mr. Pitt, but it occasicmed 
a return of that unfortunate malady with 
which His Majesty had been visited in 1788. 

I do not pretend to say that I have any 
certain knowledge of the facts above stated ; 
but I have some reason to believe, that the 
quarrel between the King and Mr. Pitt had 
a reference to the King's German dominions* 
There is one circumstance which tends to 
confitm the above suspicion, ^uid which is 
known to the whofe world. About the 
time that this quarrel broke ou# between the 
King and Mr. Pitt, a body of I^ussian 
troops entered the Duchy ci Lunenburgh. 
They were net in such a number as le givr 
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reason to believe that they came there to con- 
quer; the inference therefore is, that they 
came there to take possession under a treaty* 
On the. dismission of Mr. Pitt, these Prus- 
sian troops were removed. 

During the eight years that the war had 
been thus carried on under the auspices of 
Mr. Pitt, it seemed as if the instigators of 
the war had considered that royalty and 
nobihty would be extinguished if the ancient 
Government of France were not re-esta- 
blished. They carried on the war with a. 
violence bordering on despair. Every prin* 
ciple of the law of nations was disregarded : 
every prudential considel-ation was thought of 
little importance. In Lord Grenville*s ce- 
lebrated letter to the British Minister at: 
Genoa he used this expression : '* In a war 
like this no nation is to remajn neutral.'* 
There were two violations of the law of na- 
tions productive of so much mischief to the 
interests of Great Britain, that I cannot re- 
frain from examining them more fully. The 
first was the claim that British ships of war 
might stop neutral ships on the high seas, 
and take out and Impress jfor the King's 
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service any British sailors whom they found 
on board. As the Americans were at that 
time the only neutrals who could be said to 
carry on trade, the question peculiarly af- 
fected them. I will not discuss at large the 
great principle of mare liberum et mare 
clausum ; but I take it, that by the general 
principles of the law of nations every sea is 
mare liberum^ and to be considered as inter 
communia. Every nation has a right to 
send its ships on th^s open sea. The ship is 
to be considered as part of that country to 
which it belongs ; and when it hoists its co* 
lours, it shows by what nation it is pro- 
tected. This is the common law of nations; 
and as there is no general assembly of civil* 
ized States capable of making statutes to 
bind the whole, there can be no change in 
this common law, except by treaties between 
certain particular nations, which may after- 
wards have been adopted by other nations. 

I shall take no notice of any treaties 
which may heretofore have been made be- 
tween the maritime states of Italy or the 
Hans towns. The first treaty of which I 
shall take notice is a treaty made between- 
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S^weden and Engltod in 1654, Sweden waai 
at that time the sole manufacturer of arms 
in Europe. Oliver Cromwell, who then 
governed England, would not permit the 
Swedes to supply his enemies, the Dutch ^ 
with military stores; and he had sufficient 
influence with the Swedish government to 
prevail on them to stipulate that neutral ships 
should not carry military stores to any na- 
tion with which he was at war, I will not 
enter into the various regulations introduced 
into that treaty, to protect the owner of a 
ship so visited from injury or insult; but 
this treaty gave birth to what was called 
contrehande de guerre. It was afterwards 
adopted in a treaty concluded between Eng- 
land and Holland in r668, and was, I be- 
lieve, subsequently acceded to by all the 
civilized nations of Europe. The English 
Ministers set up the following claim : they 
said. We have a right to stop and enter a 
neutral ship to search for contrebande de 
guerre; when we are on board that ship, if 
we find British sailors, we have a right to 
impress them. If we nKiy reason on the 
kw of nations according to the maxin^s of 
the common law erf" England, this claim 
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was ill-founded. B^ the law of En^nd, « 
landlord may enter on the premises leased to 
his tenant to distrain for rent ; but the law 
says,, that this right of entry is a qualified 
power, granted for one single purpose ; and 
if the landlord who distrains avails himself 
of his entry for any other purpose, he is 
considered as having used this power of en- 
tering to distrain solely as a pretence for 
entering to enable him to commit another 
act : he is therefore considered as a wrong- 
doer, or, according to the language of the 
common law of England, as a trespctsser <d> 
initio. If I may be allowed to apply this 
principle of the law of England to the claim 
of the British Government to impress British 
sailors found on board a neutral ship, I can- 
not hesitate to say that the claim was ill- 
founded. Let me examine it in another 
point of view. The commander of the 
English ship of war who stopped the Ame- 
rican ship, and took out sailors, saying, 
that they were British subjects, and as su(^ 
he had a right to impress them, was both 
^ claimant and the judge. From simila- 
rity of language and appearance, he would 
of necessity be frequently mistaken^ but 
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the sailors would be carried away, and relkf 
most commonly precluded. Would Eng- 
lishmen ever have submitted to the claim of 
such a right against themselves? And if 
Englishmen would not themselves have sub-- 
mitted to the exercise of such a right, ought 
they to have claimed it against others ? 

There was another measure of Mr. Pitt*s 
repugnant to the law of nations, and, in the 
opinion of many very intelligent men, pro- 
ductive of great injury to this country. At 
the commencement of the French war in 
1793, France was much distressed for food, 
both at home and in her colonies. The 
English Government thought it advisable to 
endeavour to increase this distress, and with 
this view they stopped all neutral ships car- 
rying provisions to France or to her West 
India colonies. This measure was certainly 
a violation of the law of nations ; for a 
neutral has a general right of trade with either 
of two belligerents. To prevent the com- 
plaints of the, neutral, the British Govern- 
ment paid the invoice price of the goods 
with an increase of ten per cent. But they 
were soon obliged to relinquish this measure 
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of seizing these provision ships; for the 
fordgn merchant adopted the practice of 
dharging in the invoice so high a price for 
his goods, that, with the addition of ten per 
cent, allowed him for his supposed profits, 
he foMnd the seizure by the British Govern- 
ment the best market at which his goods 
could be disposed of. The provisions thus 
detained and paid for by our Government 
were, through the negligence of persons em- 
ployed to sell, sometimes not disposed of 
until they were much diminished in value. 
At the time that this measure was first adopt- 
ed by the British Government, I recollect 
that a mercantile friend of mine, eminently 
intelligent, remarked to me, that Mr. Pitt 
would be fortunate if this disturbance of the 
provision trade of Europe and the West In- 
dies did not ultimately prove injurious to 
ourselves. I will not pretend to sa^ how 
far the measure contributed to that famine 
with which we were a short time after af- 
flicted. 

I will take notice only of one great mea* 
sure more of Mr. Pitt's Administration ; I 
meap the stoppage of the Bank, and th^con- 
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sequent cstablidhmetif of paper moMyi In 
Febf uaiy 1 797. The adoption of this mea^ 
sure afforded relief from that eihbarrassiftcttt 
which the indiscretion of Government had 
occasioned. By muhiplying; the circukfing 
medium, he raised the price of every thing* 
Every man felt the prosperity of a ri&ing 
market. Taxes could be increased without 
being burdensome 1 for, when the circulating 
medium was doubled, though the sum de<^ 
manded by the tax-gatherer remained nomi^ 
nally the same, yet the pressure was to the 
extent only of one half. All felt prosperity 
except those who lived on such fixed incomes 
^ could not be increased. But trety rtMd 
of reflection foresaw the difficulty thert 
would be to gel rid of thisf paper moneys 
that, while persevered in, the measure of 
die value of all property would be unsettkd/ 
and that this must in the end produce getvetiA 
confusion. Our Ministers are now ende*^ 
vouring ta free us from paper money ; itidb 
doing they act wisely and honestly, but gr^f 
immediate distress is the consequence of the 
measure which they ate compeMed to adopt; 
and, even if they should succeed m retuffi* 
itig to a metallic eiitulatiot^ Ibey win have 
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the natteil oppressed by that unnatural taia- 
tion which was the progeny of a fictitious 
paper money. 

Mr. Pitt returned to (^ce in 1804, He 
injudiciously prevailed on the Austrian Go^ 
vernment to renew the war, for their troops 
were too much dispirited by repeated defeats 
to be fit immediately to meet the victorious 
armies of France. This was in vain urged 
to the British Minister; he persisted; the 
Austrians failed in their efforts; and Mr. 
Pitt died, most probably the victim of a£- 
fliction« 

I decline saying ai^ thing further of his 
administration. As I frequently expressed 
my disapprobation of his measures while 1 
was in Parliament , 1 may perhaps be sup- 
posed to think of him with ill will; hvA I 
am not conscious that such an'opinion would 
be well founded. Except on two ocooioiis 
I never had any private interooursft with Ms. 
Pitt. Oq both those occasions his oftvs 
were eipresstve of kindness > and in the 
House of Conunons he mon than once pro- 
tected me whea othera wiahsd to incurs mo. 
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I believe be began his political careier witK 
sentiments of strict integrity; but, as he 
himself once said, *^ Constituted as the 
House of Commons then was, no Minister 
could act honestly;" and the personal cha- 
racter of his Master increased the diflSculty. 
I have already expressed my opinion of his 
conduct in 1784, when he protected the 
King and the people from the meditated de- 
signs of oligarchy; and although the na- 
tion suffered in some instances from his being 
unacquainted with the state of other' coun- 
tries, yet that his administration, from De- 
cember 1783, when he accepted office, to 
the close of the year 1792. when he con- 
sented to begin a war with France, was on 
the whole beneficial. 

^A question is often asked, which was 
the abler speaker in the House of Commons, 
Mr. Pitt or Mr. Fox? Their situations 
were so different, that, it is very. difficult to 
answer this question. Mr., Pitt was sup- 
ported by a well-disciplined majority, and 
his eloquence was calculated to make his 
measures plausible; . He was a very correct 
.pammarian J but there was one talent in 
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which he surpassed every speaker I ever 
heaird. I mean the talent of building a 
speech, and of introducing the arguments 
of his adversaries exactly in that place in 
which it best suited him to answer them. 
Mr- Fox never built a speech ; he relied on 
his ability to seize weak parts of his ad- 
versaries argument, and beat them to 
pieces. He did this with extraordinary 
skill and success. 

The style of a public speaker must ne- 
cessarily depend on the audience which he 
addresses, on the ends which he wishes to 
obtain; perhaps, in some degree, on his own 
personal situation. Considered in this point 
of view. Lord North was certainly a very 
good speaker. His pleasantry and good 
temper were well suited to turn aside the 
impetuous attacks of his adversaries. To 
form a true opinion of Mr. Burke's merit 
as a speaker, he also must be viewed in 
the same manner. His importance de- 
pended on his standing high in the opinion 
of that party which had placed him in the 
House : for this reason, he i^lways intro- 
duced such passages as captivated admi- 

M 
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ration ; and though his speeches were 
often injudicious, and rarely had the effect 
of bringing others to think and to act 
with him, except they were previously so 
disposed by being of the same party, yet 
he never made a speech in which there 
were not those brilliant passages which 
the Roman authors call Purpurei Panni. 
When he brought forward the Impeach- 
ment against Mr. Hastings, he laid on the 
table of the House of Commons twenty- 
two Charges, I was under the necessity 
of examining those Charges with atten- 
tion. I think they were a master-piece 
in that style of composition which Mr. 
Burke thought himself authorized to use. 
They were a happy mixture of assertion, 
of evidence, of inference, and of invective, 
so dejcterously blended, that it was ex- 
tremely difficult to unravel them; but 
admirably suited to influence the opinions 
of those who read negligently. 

Demosthenes is considered as the ablest 
speaker of antiquity- He addressed his 
speeches to an audience highly intelligent, 
and actuated by an opinion that the peo- 
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pl^ of Atliens were entitled to hold tli« 
first place among the Greek Republics. 
The same arguments^ addressed to a Bri« 
tish House of Commons, would have 
appeared ridiculous and contemptible. 

Mr. Pitt died early in the year 1806. 
An Administration was inunediately form* 
ed, composed of the three parties; the 
Grenvilles, the great Whig families, liOrd 
Sidmouth and his friends ; Mr. Fox was 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 
The immediate friends of Mr. Pitt, viz. 
Mr. Percival, Lord Castlere^gh, Mr. Can- 
9^g, Lord Eldon, and others, took their 
stations in Opposition. An indiscreet 
^end of the new Administration incauti- 
ously said, that they comprised fdl the ta- 
lents of the country. From this accident, 
they got the nick-name of" The Taleiits,'' 
I decline to review the measures of this 
Administration; for I cannot say that I 
see many to be applauded, and I see seve- 
ral which I must condenui. There is, how- 
ever, one measure which I must take 
notice of, because it has already produced 
much injury to my coimtry. Its injurious* 
M 2 
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consequences are still existii^, and per*^ 
haps may never be removed; The mea* 
mire I allude to, was the declaration of 
War agamst the King of Prassia, This 
Mcmarch had taken possession of Haur- 
over. His Majesty, King Greorge III. 
felt the strongest indignation at this cir- 
cumstance ; and to gratify his Majesty's 
resentment, Mr. Fox consented to de- 
clare War against the King of Prussia. In 
adopting this conduct, Mr. Fox forgot 
his duties as Minister of the King of Great 
Britam; for it was not for the interest 
of Great Britain, to weaken the force 
of Prussia, nor had she any just ground for 
War against that Monarch. Buonaparte 
had destroyed the power of Austria, and 
compelled Russia to retire from tife con- 
test. Having subdued Austria, and the 
Southern part of Geiraany, it was not 
probable that he would leave Pruswa 
Sovereign of the Northfem part; and 
the King of Prussia had given Buonaparte 
ample grounds fpr complaint.' It was rM>t 
only visible that it was the interest of 
Buonaparte to attack Prussia, but his in- 
tentions to do it could scarcely be said to 
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be concealed ; for the report of such in- 
tention was prevalent through every part 
of France. While the Continent was in 
tiiis situation, could it be for the interest 
^ Gf&X Britain to diminish the strength 
of Prussia f 

But after the War against Prussia had 
been declared, Mr. Fox adopted another 
measure which has produced most inju- 
rious consequences to Great Britain. I 
allude to his putting the four great rivers of 
the King of Prussia's dominions, the Trave, 
the Elbe, the Weser, and the Ems, in a 
state of blockade. Mr. Fox announced 
this blockade in a letter to Mr. Monroe^ 
the American Minister in London, in 
April ieo6. In this letter Mr. Fox signi- 
fied to the American Minister, that his 
Majesty having thought proper to put the 
four above mentioned rivers in a state of 
blockade, American ships would not be 
allowed to enter them . In the course of the 
ensuing summer. Lord Howick, now Earl 
Orey, who had succeeded Mr, Fox in the 
management of foreign affairs, extended 
the blockade along the Northern Coast of 
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France ; and subsequently it was extended 
along the Western Coast, and the Medi- 
terranean. I shall consider this measure 
in three points of view : First, how fair 
it was consistent with the law of nations ; 
Secondly,, how far it was consistent with 
our immediate interests ; Thirdly, I shall 
take notice of the injurious consequences 
which have since followed from it. As to 
the first point, it appears to me to have 
been a direct violation of the law of 
nations. That law allows to every Neutral 
the right of trading with either of two 
Belligerents. This right may be restrained 
by ti*eaty . The first Treaty that seems to 
have restrained this right, is the Treaty of 
Commerce between England and Holland 
in 1668 ; which Treaty was subsequently 
adopted by France and the other princi- 
pal European nations, in the Treaties of 
Nim^guen, Byswick, and Utrecht. All 
Treaties are negotiated in French. The 
expression in this Treaty is, that the 
Neutral shall not trade avec une place 
aimgicy bhquie ou investie. I believe the 
vrord pkce is never used in the French 
language . to signify a country. It is genfe* 
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rally employed to. denote town of fortress. 
But if I am mistakeii in this opinion, I 
think I cannot be mistakien in my next 
observation, viz. th^t assiegde and invesiie^ 
the first and third of the participles applied 
to the substantive place, are only applicable 
to a town or fortress; and the inter- 
mediate participle bloquee, must be consi- 
dered as analogous to the other two. I 
apprehend that the meaning of the Arti- 
cle thus introduced into the Treaty of 
1668, was this: viz. That the Neutral 
should abstain from trading with a town, 
which either of two Belligerents was en- 
deavouring to capture: — and it was rea- 
sonable that the Neutral should be thus 
restrained; for, by continuing to trade with 
such a tpw», he might prolong the Siege. 
I know it may be said, that by this 
construction, there can be no blockade of 
a Searport, except it is blockaded by land 
as well as by sea. My answer is, that if 
blockade by land, as well as by sea, is ne- 
cessary to the Capture, the town which is 
not blockaded by land, as well as by sea, 
is not a town within the Article of the 
Treaty of 1668. 
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Buonaparte followed the example which 
we .had set him. By his Berlin Decree, 
he put restraints on the Commerce of one 
Nation with another. This produced new 
restraints firom the British Grovemment. 
These were followed by Buonaparte's De- 
crees from Milan : and thus both Nations 
jconcurred in restraining Commercial in- 
tercourse. Was this for the interest of 
Great Britain f This was the second point 
>irhich I wished to consider. 

I can easily perceive that this restric- 
.tion of the Commerce of the World, as- 
sisted the views of Buonaparte. His 
strength did not arise fix)m Commerce, 
but from the Armies which he could 
maintain; and he maintained those Ar- 
mies by the piUage of the Continent. By 
cramping Commerce, he diminished the 
resources of (Jreat Britain. But what in- 
terest could Great Britain have, in thus 
restraining Commerce? She deprived^ 
herself of the immediate advantage of 
sending out her manu£au:tures by Neutral 
ships. The^ prejudice she subsequently 
suiFered by this measure, was still greater ; 
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for it produced a War with the United 
States of America. The Americans said, 
" France and England concur in acts hH 
injustice against us : we cannot make war 
with both : whichever of the two Nations 
first relinquishes its acts of injustice, we 
will make War upon the other, if it does 
not adopt a similar conduct within four 
months/' Buonaparte immediately re- 
voked his Decrees,as far as th ey regarded 
the Americans. We refused to revoke our 
Orders of Council ; and War was the con- 
sequence. The Earl of Liverpool had 
the good sense to terminate this war. 

But mark the consequences which have 
followed from this unfortunate restraint 
on the Commerce of Nations. Germany, 
accustomed to be supplied with our ma- 
nufactures, was obliged to set up manu- 
jBBW^tures within itself; and on the retum 
of Peace, has been obliged, in a great de- 
gree, to reject the use of our manufac^ 
tures, because the sale of them interfered 
with the prosperity of her own. 

Mr. Canning and Lord Castlereagh, 
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who succeeded Earl Grey in the Foreign 
Office, both approved and pCTsevered in 
this doctrine of blockade ; and it has been 
contended that Buonaparte first b^an th^ 
restrictions ; but this has been denied by 
the Dutch Commissioners. Mr. Fox's 
letter was in April, 1806. Can any in- 
strument jof an earlier date be produced, 
issued by Buonaparte % Befi>re the com- 
mencement of these restrictions, Great 
Britain possessed, almost exclusively, the 
manufacture of cotton. The distress in 
Lancashire and Glasgow, too evidently 
shows how much we have suffered by the 
establishment of the Cotton Manufacture 
in other parts of Europe. 

I am aware how much I shall offend the 
friends of Mr. Fox by making these re- 
marks on this measure of bk>ckade ; but 
truth requires it I cannot censure his 
conduct without feeling regret; for he 
%ad qualities which conciliated both affec- 
tion and esteem. Perhaps few men have 
ever owed more to nature, and less to 
education; for, from early life, he had 
^ever been accustomed to habits of -re- 
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irtraint. He owed to nature great ]^artii^^ 
and an affectioimte heart. Aim se dedere- 
eorum ohsequi studiis^ was prevalent with 
him, even to a weakness ; but having nevet 
accustomed himself to habits of restraint, 
he loved the deep stake, and the rash 
game. This ruined his fortune in private 
life, and was equally injurious to him in 
his political career. He was three times 
the efficient Minister of this Country. 
During the first period that he was in thi$ 
situation, viz. in 1782, he brought for- 
ward no great public measure ; although, 
as the House of Conounons had declared 
its wish to put an end to the American 
War> a termination of that Contest was 
j^he measure which he obviously ought to 
.have brought forward, yet he does not 
appear to have taken any step with that 
view. He was probably rendered inactive 
by the dissensions in the Cabinet, by the 
contentions between the political parties, 
and the dis-^nion among his own fiiendi. 
In this year, he reniained Minister only 
three months. 

After the death of Lord Rockinghaxo, 
he came to an open breach with the Earl 
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of Shelburne and the Duke of Rich- 
mond ; and resigned his situation in tl^ 
Cabinet^ in compliance with the wishes of 
Mr. Burke. 

His coalition with Lord North, at the 
end of the year 1782, was a rasli and ill- 
advised measure. I have heard Mr: Fox 
use this argument in his justification : — 
" Our Party is formed on the principle 
of Confederacy ; ought we not, then, to 
confederate with him who can give us the 
greatest s1;rength 1 And who can give us 
greater strength than Lord North T But 
Mr. Fox did riot take into his calculation 
the importance of character. The Nar- 
tion could not bear an Alliance between 
the Minister who had so injuriously car- 
ried on the War, and the man by wh(»e 
exertions that Minister had been compel- 
led to relinquish the Contest. 

In 1783, he was Minister for nine 
months ; during which time, he was whol- 
ly under the guidance of Mr. Burke. The 
Imlia Bill was the great measure of his 
aidministration during this period, ' In 
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Burke, and prevailed on the Opposition 
lo support that gentleman in the Im- 
peachment of Mr. Hastings. His ac-* 
quiescence in the wishes of Mr. Bui^e on 
this occasion, can be attributed only to 
the influence which Mr. Burke had oyer 
him, and to his indulgence to those with 
whom he acted : for he must have had 
the good sense to have seen the advantUge 
which this measureti gave^ to his rival 
Mr. Pitt. Mr. Burke's importance de* 
pended on his not being disgraced by this 
Impeachment : Mr. Pitt could at oxxf 
time inflict that disgrace on him ; and aft 
Mr. Burke's influence over Mr. Fox guided 
the Opposition, thiatt Party was, from the 
moment that Mr. Pitt acquiesced in the 
Impeachment, under the controul of Mr. 
Pitt. 

This Impeachment necessarily led to 
connexion between Mr. Pitt and Mr. 
Burke; and as the good sense and up- 
right heart of Mr. Fox could not be pre- 
vailed on to approve of a War with 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



If4 

France, Mr. Burke openly separated him- 
self from him: 

He died in September, 1806. He had 
received from Nature great parts. He 
had notacquired much political knowledge. 
By patient reading and reflection, that po- 
litical knowledge which he possessed, wiEtt 
piihcipally derived fit)m the business of 
the House of Commons. Periiaps it may 
be said of him, as of his progenitor, 
Charles the Second, " that Indolence was 
his Sultgna-Queen.'' — ^In contemplating 
his character, we can scarcely avoid recol^ 
lecting that expression which the Roman 
historian applies to the Emperor Galba i 
— ^^ Capax imperii nisi imperasset** 
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CHAPTER VI. 

On the Causes which contributed to the 
Extinguishment of Feudal Burthens in 
England. 

I HAVE stated Feudal Burthens^ or is 
they are called by the French, Les Drok9 
Seigneureaux, as one of the principal causi^ 
which led the people of France to wish for 
a Revolution. A question VfiH naturally 
occur^ how happens it that np such aver- 
sion has existed in England f The answeit* 
is obvious. Because no oppressive Feudal 
Burthens exist in England. The payments 
^y copy-hol4ers on alienation^ or descent, 
are perhaps politically inconvenient^ be^* 
cause they may prevent the improvement 
of land ; but this tenure affects at present 
so very small a part of oiir land, that in 
some places it is scarcely known, while the 
Feudal payments in France, were spread 
through the whole country . 
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As France and England were both ori- 
ginally Feudal Govemmjgnts, how has it 
happened^ that these Feudal payments 
have remained so universally in France, 
while they have been nearly abolished in 
Eiigland % It is difficult to answer this 
question ; but I will mention two circum- 
stances which seem to me to have contri- 
buted to their abolition in England. The 
first was the statute of Quia 'EmptoreSj the 
18th of Edward I. This statute pre- 
vented sub-infeudation. Before this sta- 
tute, a tenant by knight's-service could 
alien his land, to be held of himself by 
knighfs-service. But after this statute, 
the alienee was to hold of that lord of whom 
the alienor had held. 

The other circumstance was the usage 
which gradually prevailed in England of 
feoffinent to uses. 

Frauds fear, a;nd convenience, the great 
springs of human action, introduced this 
practice. 



The man who was conscious that he held 
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his land by a bad title, . enfeoffed a friend 
Qf his land to the use of himself, that wheit 
the rightful owner of the land broiight an 
action against him, he might plead nan 
ien$t, that he was not the owner of the land; 
and by this plea defeat the demandant^s 
action. 

But fear was a more universal motive. 
This conveyance to a friend, to protect 
lands from forfeiture for Treason, nlust 
have operated far more frequently ; per- 
haps the practice became almost universal 
during the long period of dispute betweeii 
the two Houses of York and Lancaster. 
No man could be certain of the success of 
that party which he joined. He therefore 
enfeoffed a friend to uses, that in case of 
his being unfortunate, his family might be 
protected from forfeiture. 

There was a third motive to induce men 
to adopt this practice of feoffment to uses/ 
By the common law, a freehold interest id 
land could not be devised by will ; but if a 
man had> in his life^time, limited his laud 
to uses, this use could be devised by his will. 

N 
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From these motives, almost all the lauds 
in England had become vested in Feoffees 
to Uses ; and as by this practice, the Lords 
bad lost the Feudal profits they were en- 
titled to froBi their lands^ either those 
Feudal payments were forgotten, or were 
released, or fell into disuse. 

Henry VIU. by the statute which he 
procured to be passed towards the close of 
his reign, preserved these Feudal payments 
to the. Crown, by re-uniting the seisin, or 
legal estate, to the use. On the restoration 
of Charles 1 1, the King consented to abolish 
Feudal services, and to receive a compen- 
sation in lieu of them. But in the statute^ 
which provides this compensation to the 
Crown, no compensation is provided for 
any subject of whom lands were held by 
knightVservice. The inference is, that 
at the Restoration, there were no lands in 
England h^ by knight Vserviee of a sub- 
ject. Yet most- certainly, in all Feudal 
Governments, tenure of the alienor, and 
. s^ttendant services, were consequent on 
every alienation, except there was either 
an express or implied provision to t^e con-* 
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trary. This rule was so fully established 
by the common law of England, that be*^ 
^re the statute of Qtiia Emptores, if B, had 
lield lands of A. by kiiight's-senrice, and 
had aliened those lands to C: and his beam, 
without expressing the services by which 
C. should hold, the law said that C. should 
hold the lands of B. by knight's-service, 
and the same payments as B. paid to A. 

Perhaps the great proportion of the lands 
in England, which had been conveyed in 
mortmain, contributed to the abolition of 
Feudal ser\4ces; for when land was con- 
veyed in mortmain, the Feudal services 
were suspended ; or, to speak more accu- 
rately, no Feudal services were receivable. 
And when that land, by confiscation of 
Convent property, in the time of Henry 
VIII. had passed into the hands of a lay- 
man, from whom the Feudal service might 
have been demanded, either the Feudal 
services were forgotten, or the demand neg- 
lected to be made. But from whatever 
circumstance it happened, I believe, that 
at the restoration of Charles II. there were 
no lands in England held of a subject by 
N 2 
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kHighf 8-service. In France, down to the 
time of the Revolution, Feudal services 
of different natures, and to different ex* 
taits, seem to have prevailed through the 
whole country. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

'Reform of Parliament 

I WILL now consider that most import- 
ant question, the Reform of Parliament. 
A decision on this question must, ere long, 
take place. The general attention of the 
nation has been called to it. The people 
must be subdued, or the subject must be 
fully examined, and some Reform con- 
isented to. Let me first state the sense in 
which I use the words Reform and Rex^o^ 
hition. 

I considei' Reform to be a correction of 
abuses without destroying the existing 
Constitution. I consider Revolution to 
be a correction of abuses, accompanied 
with the destruction of the existing Con- 
stitution. 

In England, in 1688, the nation removed 
the existing dynasty, and established a 
new one. As the dynasty is considered as 
the most prominent part of the Constitu- 
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tion, this change has been denominated a 
Revolution. Perhaps, according to my* 
definition, it might more properly have 
been called a Reform ; for the two other 
existing parts of the Constitution, viz. the 
House of Lords and the House of Com- 
mons, were left unaltered. 

^ 

In 1789, that Government which hadi 
existed in France during the reigns of 
Louis XIV. and Louis XV. was swept 
away. A new Constitution was established, 
and when Louis XVI. accepted Royalty 
under this new Constitution, the same 
dynasty, but under a new title, was placed 
on the throne. I consider this proceeding 
in 1789, to have been, in the fullest sense 
of the word, a Revolution. 

In 1800, the Irish Government was 
abolished, and the inhabitants of Ireland 
subjected to a new Constitution^ This 
measure also I consider as a Revolution. 

I have always dreaded Revolution. The 
crisis consequent on it, is sometimes bene- 
Jcial ; I believe it will ultimately lie fourtd 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IBS 

to be so in France ; but^ the paroxysms 
which precede the crisis, are terrifying. As 
an Englishman, I have always wished for 
Reform ; because I have always been of 
opinion, that if Reform did not take place. 
Revolution would be a necessary conse- 
quence of the existing abuses. 

I will state what I consider as the abuse 
which stands mostinneedofbeingcorrected. 
It is this — that individual Peers have, 
in many places, usurped the nomination of 
Members of Parliament from those aggre- 
gate bodies of the commonalty to which the 
Crown had originally granted it. I have 
said individual Peers; I am aware that in 
many places, individual Commoners have 
usurped the property in boroughs : but the 
usurpation is most frequently by Peers; and 
if the acquisition is first made by a Com- 
moner, the power which he has thereby ac- 
quired soon occasions him to be elevated to 
the Peerage. The mischief is also greater 
where the usurpation is by a Peer; for 
after he has acquired this unconstitutional 
power, he, exercises functions inconsistent 
with each pther; in impeachment, for exam- 
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pie, theCommons are the accasers, and th^ 
P«ers the Judges; but if the Members of 
the House of Commons, who prefer the. 
accusation, are nominated by the Peers, 
and there is any truth in that maxim of 
the common law, Quifacit per alium, facit 
per s€j those who are the Judges are at thCs 
same time the Accusers. Will any man say 
that this ought to be? By the principles 
of our Constitution, the Commons are tq 
vo^e the taxes, and the Peers have only a 
right to prevent the proposed tax from: 
being imposed, by refusing their consent. 
This regi*latioh was introduced to protect 
the Commons from being taxed beyond 
what they could bear. But what becomes 
of this protection^ if the Peers are allowed 
to name the Members of the House of 
C(»nmons? Immoderate taxation is the 
real cause oi our present distress ; and men 
call for a Reform of the House of Com- 
mons, because they feel that the power of 
taxing has be^n abused. 

King$ first summoned to Parliament Ee-n 
pres^itatives from bodies of the Commo* 
i»lty> that ihty might be protected against 
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their great vassals. The great vaswla mm- 
this, and endeavoured to deprive the King- 
of this defence, by compelling these aggr^ 
gate bodies of the Commonalty to dejHite 
to Parlmno^nt those men whom the several 
Peers might select. This attempt of the 
Peers seems to have been made at a very 
early period after Representatives of the 
Commons were first summoned to Parlia- 
ment ; for in the first Parliament of Ed* 
ward I. he enacted provisions to restrain 
this conduct in the Peers. The expressions 
in the act are these : '^ Forasmuch as 
Elections ought to be firee, the King forbids^ 
on pain of severe forfeiture, that any great 
man or other should, by force of arms, or 
by menaces, or by any subtle contrivance, 
disturb the freedom of Election.** 

The CommoiK of England now stand in 
need of this protection against the Peers, 
iirtiich was heretofore wanted by our Kin^. 
I know it will be said, that the Peer, who 
nominates Members of the House of Com- 
mons, aiid afterwards sells their votes to 
the Minister, pays his proportion of those 
taxses which jire imposed. This may be 
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true ; but the gain of his immediate object 
induces him to forget the more distant 
evih 

I decline giving instances in the present 
reign, of the abusive exercise of power thus 
acquired ; but I will name one instance in 
the reign of George II. ; and it is so gene- 
rally known, that I am confident no man 
will dispute the correctness of the anecdote. 
The post of Captain of the Band of PerH 
sioners was vacant ; the King wished to 
give it to a gentleman whom he desired to 
have about his person. The Minister, Mr. 
Pelham, proposed to give it to another 
gentleman ; but after some struggle, the 
Minister yielded, and the past was destined 
for the King's friend. At this moment, 
before the place was actually given away, 
Lord Falmouth signified to the Minister, 
that he wished to have this employment. 
Mr. Pelham remonstrated with him that 
the place was destined for a personal frierid 
of the King : the only answer which Lord 
Falmouth made, was: '* Sir, we arenine/' 
This was the only answer which the Mi- 
nister could obtain from him ; ahd.becau^ 
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Lord Falmouth named nine Members of 
the House of Commons, the King and the 
Minister were both obliged to submit. 
Lord Falmouth certainly paid his share of 
the taxes, which these nine Members 
assisted the Minister to impose. But thia 
consideration was out-weighed by the im- 
mediate object which he obtained. 

r' 

The people of England have been grar 
dually led, to demand a Reform in the 
House of Commons. I believe the lal^ 
Earl of Chatham was among the first who 
suggested the necessity. He saw that the 
number of Members nominated by Pro- 
prietors and Patrons of Boroughs was so 
large, that the people were not protected 
against immoderate taxation. 

Towards the close of the American war, 
the people were led to observe that they 
had been engaged in that War, and sub-, 
jected to heavy taxes, for the purpose of 
enforcing a claim of the House of Com- 
mons to tax their fellow-subjects in Ame- 
rica. How for the House of Commq^ns 
was entitled to this right, was at least 
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doubtful ; for the usage had always been 
6xtthe Colonies to tax themselves in their 
own Provincial Assemblies ; and on ques^ 
tiona of Constitutional Rights, usage has 
sdways been appealed to. The people of* 
£ngland found themselves disappointed in 
ttot hope which had been held out to 
them, that by procuring Revenue from 
America, taxation on the inhabitants of 
Great Britain would be diminished. They 
experienced the very reverse of this hope 
which had been so held out to them. 
They found their own burthens iimmo- 
ckrately increased, and if the contest were 
persevered in,, they saw no bounds to 
taxes. While the Country was in this 
situation, several eminent men pointed out 
to the people, that immoderate taxation 
was the consequence of the existing state 
of the House of Commons ; that a Reform 
of thit House was necessary; that the 
people ought to be more eflSciently re*^ 
presented in it. 

The Duke of Richmond was among 
those who stood foremost in recommend- 
ing a Reform of Parliament. The remedy 
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which he suggested, was Election by Uni^ 
versal Suffrage. 

If I am correct in what I have stated 
respecting the manner in which aggregate 
bodies of the Commonalty acquired the 
right of sending Representatives to Parlia- 
ment— the Duke of Richmond's plan would 
not have been a Reform, but a Revolution 

I will acknowledge that I have always 
heard with regret, the suggestion of this 
plan. It never could be a permanent 
CJcMistitution. It might possibly be an 
intermediate state, through which, after 
much suffering, we might ultimately pass to 
a good Constitution. 

I have said, that the nomination to 
some seats in Parliament, has been usurped 
by Peers ; I will explain what I mean 
by this assertion. In Burgage-tenemeirt 
Boroughs, the right of electing Represent 
tatives to Parliament has been granted to 
e^very owner of a freehold interest, in a 
tenement within the Borough; and it has 
been decided, tlmt the scite of an ancient 
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Burgage entitles the owner to a vote, A 
Peer purchases a majority of the Burgages 
or ancient scites. The night before the 
efection, he sends down hi* dependants. 
The noble Lord's steward then delivers a 
Conveyance of a Burgage to each person ; 
the next morning they are carried up to 
yote, and as soon as the return is made, 
the several Voters give back their Convey- 
ances to the steward, and they are heard 
of no more- The members thus returned, 
have not been elected by proprietors of a 
freehold in the Bui^ges ; for the Con- 
veyances transferred no interest to the 
several persons to whom they were niiade. 
3uppose the noble Lord had made these 
Conveyances to prevent these Burgage- 
teneinents from being taken in execution 
by his creditors ; will any man say that 
these Conveyances would have been valid 
against the creditors % I believe there ia 
no doubt as to the answer which must be 
given. The Conveyances were fictitious 
and colourable : and as against the creditorl 
|hey were void ; for they conveyed no pro- 
perty. But can they be void as against 
creditors, and valid as against the Kingt 
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for tlie King has a right to have two Memr 
bers returned to Parhament, elected by a 
majority of the owners of freehold interests 
in the several Burgages within the Bo- 
rough, But if the two members returned 
are not elected by owners of freehold in- 
terests, they will sit in Parliament only by 
the nomination of the noble Veev himself. 

: . I believe there are about sixty Mem- 
bers of the House of Commons, .who thus 
^it in Parliament by the nomination of pro- 
prietors of Burgage-tenement Boroughs. 
A more considerable number sit there by 
the nomination of Patrons of Boroughs. 
In th^se Boroughs th^ Right of Elec- 
tion is various. Sometimes in close Cor- 
porations ; sometimes in Freemen; some- 
times in the payers of Scot and Lot ; 
jsometimes in Pot-boilers, with other vari- 
ous qualifications. 'J'he Patron's merit 
iwith the Minister is, that he can supply 
him with the nomination to these seats. 

, It will be asked, what mischief ari%s 
£rom all this ? The. answer is obvious- 
The Minister haying thus obtained a com^ 
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inttnd over a majority of the House of 
Commons, the people are deprived of that 
protection against immoderate taxatimi^ 
which the principles of our Constitution 
had secured to them. Should it be asked^ 
did the House of Commons ever, " in fact^ 
protect the people against immoderate 
taxes? I answer. Yes. From the acces- 
sion of the Tudors, to the commencement 
of the great rebellion, in the reign of 
Charles I. the people were protected from 
immoderate taxation by the House of 
Commons. Take, for example, the reigi^ 
of Henry VIII. in disposition the most 
tyrannical of all our monarchs. Though 
they yielded to every other of his wishes, 
they would not grant him the people's 
money. In vain did he urge them to these 
grants; he told them repeatedly tl^U; 
they cheated him ; and in this he toW 
them the truth ; for> by Feoffments to Usety 
the profits which he was entitled to frona 
estates held of him in capite, were withheM 
from him. It was not until the 27th year 
of liis reign, that he could prevail on them 
to pass the Statute of Uses> by which the 
fimuds whic^i had been practised o^ him 
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were prevented ; . although he had been fiu 
many years urging the House of Commons 
to pass this statute. I know it may be 
said, that the House of Commons coni- 
serited to let him confisGate the property of 
the convents ; but that property was not 
under their protection. They permitted 
Queen Mary to re-establish the Romaft 
Catholic religion; but when she asked 
them to consent that the confiscated pro- 
perty of the convents should be restored, 
they refused it; for that property was 
then become the property of laymen, and 
was under their protection, - ' 

At the commencement of the great 
rebellion in the time of Charles I. perhaps 
there was hardly any nation in Europe in 
which taxes were more moderate than in 
England. On one occasion during that 
reign, an unusual number of subsidies was 
demanded in a message from the Crown- 
The House was startled at the noivelty; 
but a Member reconciled them to the pro- 
posal by shewing them how very small a 
sum he, who was reputed a very rich man, 
s^hduld pay • Mr. Hampden- had an- :mu 
o 
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tate of £%0QO a year; the ship-money 
itenMnded &om him was only %weaty shiU 
liflgs; he resisted it; not <hi account of 
the amount, but on account of the in|ii8« 
tice of the deitoand. 

, In the time of Charles I. Members vrex» 
dvak to the House of Commons from those 
Counties, Cities, and Boroughs, which 
MMltlMm now* Chester and Durham, I 
beUeire, did not send Members till the rei^ 
of ChariesII- The alteration, however, 
Us to the places which have a right to send 
Members to Parliament, has been yeiy 
littie. But the Minister had not then dis- 
covered the means of influencing Elections. 
I have attributed iimnoderate taxation to 
the maimer in which Members are oreturib- 
ed to * the House of Commons. It is wff. 
the Members returned who are alcme to hp 
corrupted, but every man who contribute^ 
to the Election of the Members is to bp 
influenced ; and the present system rendeis 
^necessary that the Crown should Mve 
l^iftat p^ronage. Men call for retr^ic^ 
jneikt in the expenditure ; but if retinencbr 
anent w<»e carried to a beneficial fxt^^ 
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the Crown wduM be left urid^ the power 
of *fl Oligarchy, the ttiost o^jjiresBive of all 
€tovdrtiflient^. 

I have thus stated the mischief. What 
isthe rem^iyf My anstrer is, a Homse 
of Commons interested to keep dow^ft 
tftjces. And to secure that the House tiC 
Commons should be interested to kee^ 
dowti tAXef^j the Members should not c^ly 
be men of property themselves, but should 
be elected by men who have that degree 
<rf property which fliay make th^iA soli- 
dtous to keep taxes thoderate. Retrendi- 
lUent must be preceded by Reform. 

While Mctlibei^ are retumcid to PM4ia^ 
n^tby thdse Citiet and Boroi^ltt whiift 
novr sei^ them, is itptacticable to secvm 
ttoA, ^laef shall be deoted by men «tf'|A*«a 
psityl I think it ^. For kistaneie^ in the" 
Burgage»tenement Boroughs, Jet evei^ 
Elector swear, not ouAy that he is ptt)prie- 
tor of the Burgage-tenement for which he 
dftimi toTOte, and has beeatso lur ^tmke- 
tBoatb prdcxdiug tfa« elMt»o», bull let bittl 
tibib vwevt, t^nirhe hm a buid«d eit$teof * 

o $ 
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moderate value, say £90 a year, in ttort 
county in which the Boroiigh ii situate ; 
and if the Electors are found to be bekWr 
a certain number, suppose 100, let a con-^ 
current right of voting be given to every 
.Freeholder within the County, who ig 
.owner of ^100 a-year. Apply the sarUe 
remedy of a landed qualification to oth6r 
pities and Boroughs, varying the circu^nii- 
stances according to the different Rights irf 
Election. 

. 1 think it would be also advisable that 
^^qualifications of Electors forCount&s 
should be raised from 40 shillings to £S0 
a-year. This would preclude the necessity 
xrf Eleictors hdng carried to the Poll at the 
0xp&iise of the Candidate^. I know t^at 
(he remedy which I suggest, is the reverse 
of what is recommended by the Advoca^i^ 
for Universal Sufffetge; but theymischfirf 
i^ainst which I wish to protect the people, 
i^'immodeiate taxatidfi. ^^ 

Tl^ Members returned to the FiCTfeh 
l^^ion^.! .Assembly are (fleeted l^. niett, 
«a<rh of whom niust haVe property to 4he 
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Taluc of d^lSOO sterling. I think this a 
good Right of Election ; for the Electors 
have an interest to Elect those who will 
keep taxes moderate. I know it may be 
said, that there are other articles which 
require to be defended as well as th^ 
Subject's property ; such as his life and 
liberty. This is true ; but it is the pro- 
perty of the Subject which the Minister 
wants, and it is, therefore, the property 
which we ought most solicitously to guard J 
and let it be remembered, that the Repre- 
sentative who has an interest to guard my 
property because he is at the same time 
guarding his own, will for the same reason, 
be interested to guard my life and liberty. 



1 have heard it said, tl^ 
House of Commons woii 
men who have abilities,^ 



property, from being ]\|^ _^ 
House, and that these m<^ 
I am of a different opinio^ 
are rather mischievous 
wish the House of Commons" not' to con- 
tinue to exercise that share in the Executive 
Government which it has lately acquired. 
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The. Minister alway$ wishes th^ Doh^ q£ 
Commons to vote a previous approbatiop 
of that measure which he is about to adopt. 
By this means, he is protected from subr 
^quent crimination. But the Nation is 
deprived of one of the most important ad^r 
vantages which it is entitled to expect 
from a House of Commons n viz. Aji 
Assembly watchful over the conduct of 
Ministers, ^nd punishing them for v^tk 
iiyurious to their Country. ^ 

J have given my opinion thus fully on 
the subject of Refonn ; because I am cofl= 
vinced, that either Reform or Revolution 
must soon take place. X wish for ]p.eform 
and deprecate Revolution. 

I have thus ventured to givf niy opi-r 
niononthe probability that a Refonn of 
the House of Commons wi^ll take place ift 
Great Britain. I have expressed my wisih 
that a Refor^n may take place as b^eipg 
l^eonly nieans by which Revoluticm m^y 
be avoided. I have also expressed my 
opinion a§ to the manner in which Reform, 
may be effected. Most certainly more^ 
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]?l^ula;tiQii$ than tho^e which I have sug^ 
gfSSt^ will be necessary. 

Members of the House of Common^ 
were first summoned to Parliament to pro- 
tect- the King against his great Nobles; 
they are now wanted to protect the Peo- 
ple agiUnst immoderate taxation. To in-r 
duce them to afford this protection, they 
must themselves be interested; and to 
secure that they shall be interested, they 
must be elected by men who are payers of 
the taxes. With this view, the right of 
electing Members must be taken from 
many of the small Towns, and transferred 
to the inhabitants of large Towns. 

Some men have thought, that Triennial 
Parliaments might be of great benefit, and 
this is the only Reform which the great 
Whig Families seem disposed to consent 
to. I cannot say that I see any great ad- 
vantage in the adoption of this measure. 
It would render the House of Commons, 
less suited to share in the exercise of the 
Executive Government. And this is the 
only benefit which I can see in it I admit 
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that this would be a^ benefit ; for while the 
House of Commons continue to possess 
that share in the Executive Govemnient 
which they have been allowed to usurp, 
they are disqualified to watch over the 
conduct of the Executive Government, 
perhaps the most useful duty which they 
liave to discharge. 



. i 



-i 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



tot 



CHAPTER VIII. 

On the State of Parties in England. 

This present political parties in £ng« 
land aflfect to rally under two names ; via. 
Pittites and Foxites. Has either party any 
great Political object which it professes 
to wish to carry % The Pittites profess no 
Other object than that of preventing 
thanges ; the Foxites profess no definite 
object. The people therefore, view the 
two parties under the more intelligible 
names of the Ins and the Outs. Admit 
for the moment that both Mr. Pitt and 
Mr. Fox had great talents, and that both 
conferred much benefit on their country. 
It does not follow, that those who call 
themselves Pittites have the same talents, 
or have a right to claim, as heirs, the re- 
ward of his merits. The same answer 
aay be given to the Foxites. The names 
are brought forward as noms de guerre^ and 
to give splendour to the several parties. 
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It may not be undeserving our attention^ 
to consid^ how these parties have aris^i ; 
Sir Robert Walpole gover^l En^and by 
uniting the influence of the Crown to the 
Whig Party. I use the expression Tf^ig 
Partjf^ because during that period^the 
Whigs were not a £Bu:tion but a party; 
for they had a great political object ; viz. 
To prevent the return of the Stuarts aflid 
the dreaded establishment of Popery and 
despotism. 

Sir Robert Walpole fell ; ^he was suc-^ 
ceieded by the Pelhams. Mr. Pelhajwi w*s 
the man of the best imderstanding iQ.that 
admUusti:atiou ; but he certainly wias .^pt 
a jnan of a superior mind. (Jeoi^e IJ* 
wished toewplpy Iiord Cartei»t> ^ftearwairds 
Earl of Granville^ ,*s Secrptagr of Stfi^ 
for foreign Affairs. He wflis beypp4 all 
4oubt^ the ^lest man of the 4ay fop thftt 
situation. J&yjX the PeUbjwps /^pipiced J»3 
abilities aod cpmpelled the Kipg %o ,rp- 
xapye hm • the PelhaiW5 iQjtrri^ ^n .^ 
W»f jof 1741 feeb^, ajwj they ,eu^e.4it 
WA^Pttt wisdom.; fpjr they Jeft w ^^i^XKQ^ 
the ,se^s .of future disputes. .TheJP^ac^ 
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of r4ilc-jM2baip«Ue mvuA -be coii»i<)ei«(k m 
tim&Bior« than a ce«8ati(Hi of Ani»; it 
Mm a Tnncf rather than a Peace. Mr. 
Pelham died. His parfy continued ia 
power under the auspices^of his brother.^ 
this J>fke of Newcastle. 

History hwrdly pcu^ts out to us in anjp 
country or in any age, a Minister mcne in* 
cap^e or more oontemptibk.^^Thc War 
9S l7S6i burst i^h* the Duke of Newr 
castk was und^ the neqessity of assigwQg 
to Mr. Pitt, the employment of SecKtaxy 
of Stgkt^, with the man^ement of tbQ 
War. The great abilities of this gentle- 
Ha^m eqab^d hini to carry on the War 
with nAueh succeea; and the tl^'ee last 
yeiMTS of the reign of Greeny II. 9x9 peri 
hapi ti^ nKfit gloriouft ptnia^ of our Ii«Kt 
tpry siiifie the accession, of the i(ru«6wifi]|^ 
dyn9#ty. 

In Qctplwr 176Q, George JII. mtmrndfi^ 
totheQrowii; he ha4 heencduc*t(?d. i» ayer*« 
s^gp \% tlipse tjsta^Hiels in ^ Wdi his, grandn 
fa%!r ,h94 be^ bie)d ; and tntoied Iwa 
ew^ life t<^ w«^ .^o ^ hifr own mimU^fi 
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iritkin a year after his accesssion^ he re- 
moved Mr. Pitt^ and in the following half 
year swept away the whole Pelham con- 
federacy. He appointed the Earl of Bute 
his Prime Minister, who in the year fol- 
lowing terminated the War. But the 
people were dissatisfied with the condi- 
tions of the peace, pussilhtnimity induced 
the Earl of Bute to resign his situation. 
The King appointed Mr. George Greptt- 
ville liis successor ; but his Majesty soon 
found that this gentleman wished to exer- 
cise the same controul over him, as the 
Pelhams had exercised over George II. 

He removed Mr. Grenviile, and placed 
in the administration those gentlemen who 
had. been Members of the Pelham cc»i-. 
federacy. The Marquis of Rockingham 
was appointed Prime Minister. The new* 
Ministers on their accession to power, re- 
|>ealed the Stamp Act, and re-established 
tranquillity between Great Britain and 
her Colonies. Did the attempt to iihpose^ 
taxes on the Colonies by the vote of the 
British Parliament originate with Mr. 
Grenviile, or with the King, and his own 
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interior Cabinet? I cannot pretend to 
answer this question. I believe thattl^reare 
papers in existence which may hereafter 
elucidate the subject from the unremitted 
obstinacy with which the King persevered 
in this attempt to tax the Colonies 5 from 
the. various artifices which he emplc^ed 
to induce his Ministers to assist him in 
the attempt; from his boundless gratitude 
to those who supported him in this mea^ 
sure, and from his aversion to those who 
opposed it, we are naturally led to believij 
that it was the measure of the King him^ 
iielf. He removed the Rockingham admi- 
nistratioa; and by dexterously playing 
one faction against another, he succeeded 
;in his wish to revive the dispute with 
Ammca. War was the consequence, till 
Peace iras re-established by the acknow- 
tedgeriient of the Independence of the 
American Colonies. From 1766/ when 
the Rockingham's were removed frolii 
office, to the deiEith of Lord Rockingham 
in 1782, the Partizans of that noble Lord 
are entitled to be considered, not ad a 
&€tion^ but as a party, for they. bad/A 
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greftt public object in view ; viz. To pre- 
vmt the rights of the British Colonists in 
America firom being violateid. 

On the death of Ldrd Roekingham thejr 
^6Mded to be a party, and became a fac- 
tion ; for from that hour their efforts were 
no longer employed for the attainment of 
ittijr great public object. Their exertions 
were confined to the attainmetit of office 
moA of emolumefits for the Members of 
liieir confederacy. I have redapttoloted 
^tiiede facts to show what I cmisidel* hk 
^ihe distinction between the expressions 
fattkn and patty. It is a faction, whcnre 
the mdividuals who compose the c^tofeie-^ 
tacy have no other view than to cftitaia 
office and emotuments for tJiemseiveB. It 
4ft a party, where the exertions of liie iiMHk 
^iduals are directed toobtaina.pdlitical6bl^ 
|ert: Whenever those gentlemen who cati^ 
tAiemselres JWiVe» declare the public object 
«wl«ick their e^rts are directed to abtaii«» 
they will then desenre the name of mpdr^ 
Until they declare this object^ tbey ^»iM 
l)ei viewed in Engliand enfy m a fiction. 
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It i»^ tdk to a^^tempt to amuse the couslrj 
by the name of Mr- Fox, as if they we» 
the heirs of his merits ; and if they mean 
to say that tl^ pursue his ojrniions^ they 
ou^i6 tO' specify those opinions. ThNe 
gentlemen who form this fftctidB^ ot^j^ 
to f ecoUect that the Pelhun &etiott netdf 
was popular in England. The Pelham 
idmiaiistratiein wa^ e^tan less popular thMi 
that of Sir Robert Walpole. For althiwgh 
Sir Robert Walpc^'s adatin^tration wm 
fieebte and eorrupt, yet it had a pnUic 
objebtv viz. To preserve the Bren^wiok 
Faniily on the Throne ; and Sk? Robcirt 
Walpote succeeded in this object* H|# 
pievseveraiK^ kt the pacific syst^n^ coittfi^ 
hmked mti^hto his Bucceta; the FeUMwii 
had no publte ofc^ct; the diread oi iikt 
mtwm of the Stuarti was extijE^ifth(»4{ 
tkoe.and th^ Rebellion of 1745, bad m 
li^ed the pimple frraii aU apfut^shieDMQBi^ 
^ that he^. The giPeat politicat.objoEl; 
(^ $k Robert Walpole's administjfa^kA 
had a^Qsit ct^ased to alf«et this natioil. 
The Brunswick's were believed te. bf 
jfinaaly established ; ^nd the J^elhaiBi c(mt 
federacy from the Peace. df Aix^ila-^Chd^ 
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pelie couki scarcely foe ccmsidered as having 
a party object. 

I hsLve said that from the death of the 
Marquis of Rockingham in the summer of 
17ft8ythe leaders of those who had composed 
his party scarcely pretended to say that their 
efforts were directed to the attainment of 
any public object. Tl^ maxim inculcated 
was> that you were to look to men, not to 
measures; that wheny ou had joined a party, 
your exertions should be directed to the 
support of that party, without enquiring 
into the particular measure inmiediatelyde^ 
pending. In some of Mr. Burke's publi- 
cations, I recollect this doctrine explicitly 
avowed. Speaking of those who some- 
times voted with the Minister^ and some- 
times against him, he adds, ^^ I hope to 
Crod tlw race is extinct.** Even Mr. Fox 
incautiously adopted this sentiment ; speak* 
ing of an independent man, he defined 
him to be one whom nobody could depend 
upon. That you should look to m^ not 
to measures, might be a very good maxim 
for a Action ; and a very advantageous 
doctrine for Mir. Burke> who 1^ con- 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



S09 

trived to obtain the situation of the Guide 
of a faction. But it was not a doctrine 
calculated to induce the great body of the 
people to exert themselves in support of 
those who acted upon it. 

Review the measures of the Foxites 
from the death of Lord Rockingham, to 
the commencement of the year 1793? when 
England took part in the Crusade against 
French principles; and let any man say 
whether there was anyone measure brought 
forward by the party likely to attract the 
co-operation of the country. The first 
mes^ure which took place on the death of 
that lamented nobleman, was the com- 
plete and avowed separation of his friends 
from those of the Earl of Shelbume ; this 
measure proceeded wholly from Mr. Burke : 
it .was to gratify his personal malice 
against the Earl of Shelburne, and to 
promote his views of governing the party 
under the nominal direction of the Duke 
of Portland ; I do not know that 
there - was at that time any other man 
among the friends of the deceased Mar-^ 
quiswho had personal ill-will to the Eari 
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of Shelburne. I am certain that Clw^I^ 
Fox had not. Xbe Pvke of Jlichmond, 
Lord Keppd, and General Conway v^ 
mained in office with the Earl of ShfK 
bume. 

The next measure was the fcoalition be- 
tween Mr. Fox and Lord North. So fyt 
from this measure having been likely to 
conciliate the good wiU of the Country, 
a long course of years was hardly sufl&r 
ci^nt to rescue Mr. Fox from the unpopu^ 
larity which it occasioned. 

The next measure was Mr. Burke's plan 
for seizing the Patronage of India, brought 
forward under the name of Mr. Fox'^ 
India Bill. No man will say that this 
conciliated the Country when the Coali. 
tionists were removed from office, they 
retained, during the fi^st three months of 
the year 1784 a majority in the Housq 
of Common^. Many of thosa who had 
been attached to the party of the Mar»^ 
qui& of Ropkingham, war^ alarmed at the 
possible consequences of this sitH^ti«ft. 
They wei:e relieved from their fwrs b)5 
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tlie decided victory obtained by Mr. Pitt^ 
in the ensuing general election, in the 
Sprir^, 1784* 

The next measure was the impeach-^* 
ment of Mr, Hastings. A measure brought 
ftnrward solely to gratify the malevolence 
of Mif, Burke ; it is scarcely possible but 
that the good sense of Mr. Fox must 
have pointed out to him the prejudice 
ivl^h his party would sustain from sup-* 
poiftiiig this impeachment. He yielded 
to the influence of Mr. Burke, 

In the Autumn, 1788, the King becaEae 
deranged* J wiU not enquire whether the 
doctrines advanced by Mr* Fox were cof- 
rect or otherwise ; but they certainly were 
not popular- The King recovered, and 
the party remained under no incon^^er- 
able load of odium- 

At the close of the year 179^2^ Mr- 
Burke carried the party into the King's 
Camp5 clamouring for the Crusade, The^ 
K^Pg received them with joy/ JSfr* Pitt^ 
that he might retain hia place, submitted 
p 2 
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to the King's wishes; and War was resolved 
on. Has the party either merited or con- 
ciliated the affections of the Country, by 
the share they took in driving us into this 
war? Mr. Pitt died early in 1806, and 
the party again came into office, under a 
coalition with the Grenvilles and Lord 
Sidmouth. Did they gain any credit during 
the year that they were in office ? They 
are now in opposition. Mr. Fox is no 
more; but they endeavour to acquire 
popularity by assuming his name. They 
find that it is in vain ; they feel that the 
people are not with them. They com- 
plain, but unjustly ; for they have no 
right to expect that the people should 
exert themselves to place one set of indi- 
viduals in office, in the room of another. 

Would they engage their Country's 
support, let them bring forward some 
great public measure which the Country 
may be interested to obtain. All raen^ 
who give themselves the trouble to reflect, 
see that the Reforni of the House of 
Commops is the only measure which can 
relieve us from our xiifficiilties. Immo- 
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derate taxation, the result of the unneces- 
sary wars of the Reign of George III. 
is the cause of our embarrassnients; and 
that immoderate taxation has been occa- 
sioned by the House of Commons, being 
composed of men not interested to pro- 
tect the property of the people. 

It is well known, that the leaders of the 
Foxite party are among those who are 
the most averse to Reform; that they rank 
among the usurpers of the nomination to 
seats in Parliament, and that by their 
coming into office all hope of Reform 
would be at an end. How then can they 
expect that the people should wish to see 
them in office? I may be told, perhaps, 
that Mr. Fox was himself a great advo- 
cate for a Reform of the House of Com- 
mons. Yes, this is true. But at the General 
Election in 1780, he accepted the situation 
of Commander-in-Chief of the Political 
Forces of the Rockingham Party. From 
that hour, he ceased to be the sincere 
gidvocateof Reform. He could no longer 
sincerely endeavour to obtain Reform, 
without being disloyal to that party into 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



214 

whose sei^vice lie had entered. It may 
be said that he voted for Reform subse<* 
quently to 1780. I admit it ; so did Mr, 
Pitt, who^ antecedently to his being in 
office, had certainly been sincerely de- 
sirous of a Reform of Parliament. But afiter 
Mr. Pitt had accepted office, he would, by 
bringing forward a Reform of Parliament, 
have thwarted the views of the King, as 
much as Mr. Fox would, by a similar 
measure, have thwarted the views of the 
Jlockinghams ; both, therefore, were 
equally insincere, 

Reform is the only measure which can 
relieve the country. Retrenchment, not 
preceded by Reform, is impracticable. 
Profuse expenditure is wanted, not merely 
to feed Members of Parliament, but to 
feed those who have a share in making 
Members of Parliament, Deprive the 
Crown of the means of purchasing, and 
your Government instantly becomes an 
Oligarchy, composed of Proprietors wid 
Patrons of Boroughs. And it cannot be 
too often repeated, that of all forms of 
government, Oligarchy is the most oppres- 
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sive. Reform is necessary; ahd eithet 
Reform or Revolution will take place; 
Universal Suffrage would be Revolution. 
It is possible, that a good Government 
might grow out of it; but the paroxysmji 
by which we should arrive at the crisis; 
tfould be dteadful. 

When 1£arl Grey, m 1792, established 
the Society of the Friends of the People, 
for the avowed purpose of bringing men 
together to declare their opinions on the 
necessity of a Reform of Parliament, I 
acknowledge that I, at that time, thought i 
that it would be practicable to Reform the 
House of Commons, without departing 
much from the present fotra of BorOugh 
representation ;— that we might Reform 
the different classes of Boroughs accord- 
ing to the different diseases which existed 
in them ; — ^that we might proceed gradually, 
Tittle by little, en fatonnanfy ever keeping 
in mind that maxim of the wise physician, 
Velprodesse, vel non obesse, as the first ob- 
ject of our attention. 1 presumed to point 
oat to that Society the class of Burgage- 
tenement Boroughs ; an Address was voted 
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to the House of Commons, stating the 
number of Members who sat in that 
House by the nomination of Proprietors 
and Patrons. But it was seen, that the 
correction of this abuse would be inju- 
rious to the interests of the leaders of the 
fection of the great Whig Families ; and all 
further attempts at Reform of Parliament 
were abandoned. Had Parliament been 
reformed at that time, we might possibly 
have avoided the Crusade against French 
principles. 

Reform will take place. To render it 
beneficial to the Country, it must be a 
complete correction of the existing abuses. 
I do not mean by Universal Suffrage, 
but by a Reform which may place the 
House of Commons in a situation to pro- 
tect the property of the people. The 
French Revolution has given us an ex- 
ample of an Assembly adequate to the dis- 
charge of this duty, viz. an Assembly 
elected by men, payers of direct taxes to 
such an extent, that none can be Elec- 
tors, except those who are so affected by 
the payment, that they are interested that 
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taxation should be moderate. I am per- 
suaded that such a Reform will sooner 
or later take place ; though it is possible 
that resistance to such a Reform may 
occasion it to be preceded by Revolution. 

The Bourbons, the Nobles, and the 
Fanatics may attempt to re-establish the 
ancien regime in France. They will fistil. 
The pillars on which the fabric stood, 
are reduced to powder. No art can again 
cement them into solid masses. If a re- 
presentative Government should cease to 
exist in France, it must be succeeded by 
a Military despotism. 

In Spain, though the present efforts 
should fail, yet the Cortes will ultimately 
be established. 

In Germany, the intelligence of the 
people will probably prevail against all 
the efforts of the Holy Alliance; and 
Representative Government will be the 
consequence. 

Can any man suppose, that with such 
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examples under its eye, England will long 
submit to the usurped power of Proprie- 
tors and Patrons of Boroughs t Let it be 
recollected, that this usurped Power is 
odious to Royalty, insulting to Aristocracy, 
and oppressive to the People. 

There are among those who call them- 
selves Foxites, men who possess both 
wisdom and integrity. Let them declare 
that their efforts are directed to obtain 
an object in which their Country is inter- 
ested. Their Country will rally round 
them, and Revolution may be averted. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

On the Duration of Papal Power. 

I SHALL consider this not as a religious^ 
but as a political subject. The doctrines 
of the Catholic Church may remain long 
after the power of the Pope is destroyed. 
I shall consider the question purely as it 
regards the duration of Papal Power. It 
seems to me that this power cannot subsist 
much longer, either in France or Germany. 
I doubt whether it can continue much 
longer in Spain and Portugal : — it will 
fall in Italy whenever that country is 
formed into one kingdom ; an event, per- 
haps, not very distant : and with regard 
to Ireland, where three out of four of the 
inhabitants are Catholics, the power and 
the influence of the Pope of Rome will 
be at an end, whenever the British Go- 
vernment has the good sense to become 
the pay-master of the Catholic Clergy. 
I say it must fall in France. The wealth 
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of the Church has been sweept away ; and 
its power has vanished with its wealth- 
Tythes have been abolished ; and having 
now been discontinued for more than 
thirty years, can never be re-established ; 
the lands of Bishops and Convents have 
been confiscated ; and the present pos- 
sessors will never submit to be deprived 
of them. The officiating Ministers of the 
Church must henceforth receive their sala- 
ries from the Executive Government ; and 
from that circumstance must be depend- 
ant on that Executive Government. When- 
ever a King of France abandons the wish 
of re-establishing the power lately pos- 
sessed by the Clergy, he becomes really 
and substantially the Supreme Head of 
the Church ; or, to use an expression 
applied by Roger Bacon to our King 
Henry VIII. — '' He starts up a King with 
a Pope in his belly.*' 

No inconsiderable part of Germany re- 
mained under Ecclesiastical Sovereigns, 
down to the commencement of the late 
Revolution in France ; I believe they have 
been every where destroyed, and their ter- 
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ritoiries assigned to temporal Princes. This 
circumstance must have greatly diminished 
the influence of the Roman Pontiff. 
Princes and Nobles no longer look up to 
the Church as a provision for their 
younger branches. Intelligence must gain 
ground ; and though Catholic doctrines in 
Religion may remain. Papal Power must 
fall. In Spain, though the present efforts 
to re-establish a Free Constitution should 
fail, yet it is manifest that intelligence has 
gained such ground in that Country, that 
the Cortes, with a Free Constitution, will 
ultimately be established. The Papal 
Powier will be inconsistent with that Free 
Constitution; it will fall, and probably 
will be accompanied with the confiscation 
of a large portion of the wealth of the 
Church. This event will produce the 
same axlvantages in Spain, as have been 
produced by similar confiscations in £ng* 
land and in France : viz. The existence of 
a middle class of Land-proprietors. Por- 
tugal will follow the example of Spain. 
Most probably the Spanish Colonies in 
America will do the sartie. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1 havesai<J> tl>e formation of Italy into 
one kingdom> is an event pfohahly not 
very distant ; aod I believe that I am cor-* 
Feet in my opinion. Italy haa been Imt- 
Fftssed by foreign invaders ever since the 
close of the fifteenth century. When 
Charles VHI. King of France, invaded 
Italy, about the year 1490, he found the 
country under the power of various Go^ 
veirnments; but every where in a state of 
great prosperity. From that time to the 
present, it has been desolated by Spaniardaje 
Germans, and French ; every sensible It%^ 
lian must wish to see his country rescued 
frovi tbese invaders; but it cannot b^ 
forn^ed into one kingdom without tte abo- 
lition of the power of the Pope. The Papat 
power was originally established with great 
political wisdom. The acquisition of 
lawded property, and of sovereignty, w^e 
among the marked instances of it* 9«p^ 
city, Its power will fall with the loss of 
landed property and sovereignty. 

I have said, in a ftwpmer plac^ that tfae 
Executive Govemiae»t m Fifa^c^wilUtJka- 
future period, derive much influence from 
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the Funds for the payment of the Clergy 
being entirely at it» disposal That this 
power has not hitherto been felt, because 
the Bourbons have hitherto entertained a 
wish that the power of the Clergy should 
be re-estabUshed. But the French Clergy 
cannot again be put in possession of their 
landed estates. Those estates are aow vsk 
the possession of the Laity, and are divided 
among so many proprietors, that any at^ 
tempt to wrest those lands from them muM 
fail of success; and those who made thQ 
attempt, would probably ftdl the victinw 
of their awn folly. Every Ecclesiastic 
must be dependant upon that Government 
which, by withholding payment of bis sa^ 
lary, can reduce him to poverty. The 
Christian Church was established with 
much political wisdom. Its founders ever 
had in view, to make it independent of the 
Exe^jutiv^ GUxvemment ; and it bribed the 
existing Govenmient for the time beings 
by its readiness^ to support the immediate 
views of such Government. The Clergy 
^ere every where invested with landed 
Qstate*; they were s^iaible how much 
their politieal iaftusence would be increased 
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by the possession of land, instead of being 
dependant on Government for salaries. 

When the Reformation took place in 
England, the property of the Convents was 
seized; and Queen Elizabeth obtained 
considerable portions of episcopal pro- 
perty by forced exchanges. A celebrated 
letter of the Queen, on this subject, to a 
Bishop of Ely, is preserved in the British 
Museum. I have had occasion to see 
proofe of her haiving taken large portions 
of the lands of the Bishoprick of Lincoln, 
tinder pfetence of similar exchanges ; and 
there is no doubt that she plundered many 
bishopricks in the same manner. The 
practice was carried so far by Queen Eli- 
zabeth, that on the accession of James I. 
the Church of England had sufficient in- 
fluence to procure an Act to be passed, to 
prevent the Crown from making exchanges 
in future, with Bishops. TheEnglishClergy 
are so sensible of the political advantage of 
possessing lands, rather than monied proper- 
ty, that in case of a bequest of money, upon 
condition that the trustees of Queen Anne's 
bounty should add a sum of equal value. 
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the trustees will never permit the money to 
remain in^theiFwids^ but insist that it sh»\\ 
,helsdd out in the purchase of lands ; and 
-they require this, although they are sensi- 
ble that the Ecclesiastic intended to be 
benefited, would receive double the in- 
come from the Funds that he can expect 
to receive from land : and although ano- 
ther inconvenience ensues from this doc- 
trine, that the money must be laid out in 
land, viz- That the Courts of J^aw have 
tesolved, that these bequests are within the 
Statute of Mortmain, and they are fre- 
quently void, in consequence of the direc- 
tions of that Statute not having^ been ob- 
served • The great objection to the Eman- 
cipation of the Catholics in Ireland isy 
that. the Pope will always^ retain influence 
over the Catholic Clergy, and the Catholic 
Clergy over those of their Church. But 
%hifi olgection wpuld vanish, if the Catho-^ 
lie ,Clcrgy were paid hy the Executive 
Gpvernment. 

vCppsid^r the ,$tate of Ireland. Among 
fopr millions of inbal^itants, three millions 
are ;C3.tholies ; g>nd of the remaining mil- 

Q 
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lion, six hundred thousand are computed 
to be Dissenters, and four hundred thou- 
sand only of the Church of England. 
Yet all the funds allotted for the mainte- 
nance of Ecclesiastical Ministers, are con- 
fined to those of the Church of England. 
Is this equitable 1 Would it not be more 
advantageous that these funds should be 
employed for the maintenance of the 
Clergy of all those who profess the Chris- 
tian Religion? It will not be denied that 
all ought to receive religious instruction. 
Whether a man believes in transubstantia- 
tion, or does not believe in it, is a matter 
of little importance to the State ; provided 
his opinion on this subject does not lead 
him to have political connections inju- 
rious to the interests of his country. 

It is this apprehension which leads men 
to fear Catholic Emancipation. We had 
just reason to fear the power of the Pope 
during the reigns of the Stuarts : habitu- 
ated to that fear, we cannot bring our- 
selves to believe, that if any such danger 
still exists, it is easy to guard against it. 
Suppose Bishopricks and Chapters as they 
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became vacant in Ireland, were not filled 
up, and their revenues vested, for a few 
years, in trustees, to be employed under 
the direction of the Executive Govern- 
ment, for the maintenance of the Clergy 
of every branch of the Christian Religion^ 
while the Roman Catholic Clergy receiv-^ 
ed maintenance according to the pleasure 
of their own Government — would there 
not be an end to all well-grounded fear erf 
Foreign influence ? There arfe many pa- 
rishes in Ireland, in which the inhabitants 
are almost all Catholics ; yet the owner of 
the advowson is obliged to present a Cler- 
gyman of the Church of England. Would 
it not be equitable, that the incumbent on 
such a benefice, should be obliged ta coar- 
tribute to, the payment of Ministers for 
Catholics and Dissenters? I am well 
aware that the Clergy of the Church of 
England will be indignant at such a pro- 
posal: but its adoptioa would he bene- 
ficial to my Country. 

I will go one step further. I think it 
highly probable that, ere long, a plan, 
somewhat of this nature, will be adopted 

Q 2 
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in the British Empire; particulariy in 
Ireland. It is already established in 
France- A ^Civil War is ready to break 
out in Spain, between the King and the 
Clergy on one side, and the Army and the 
Cortes on the other. Should the latter 
be successful, much of the Ghnrch - pi^o- 
perty wottld probably be confiscated ; and 
the Ministere of the Church in Spain, in 
the same manner as those in France, wonM 
receive their payments'from Oovemtnent. 
When such a Revolution *has taken place 
in Frtince and ISjJain, is it probable, that 
Ihe Clergy of <*he Church of ^England 
^wbuld be allowed to reti^in thfett poMticiil 
power which thfey ndW'ffossess*? -It maty 
be saidi that they fere always **«ad!ilyfl^ 
sCTviient to the immediaJte vieWs of ^ the 
Orbwn. This may be thie : 'but a^finore 
equitable distribution ' t)f 6ttiolittnetitis 
-would be beneficial to the' OrdWn, ftikl 
could ^arciSly be ;disap|)roVed't)f bj^^tiy 
one. 

Seven hundred livings, in the 'King's 

gift, ate left at the disposition Of the Lotd 

^Ghancfellor. Five hundred of these^Are 
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said to yield very small emoluments to 
their several incumbents. If six of the 
most opulent Bishopricks were not filled 
up, as they severally became vacant, and 
their incomes^ fojr a certfii|i term of years 
vested in trustees for the purpose of crea- 
ting a fimd, to be employed under the 
King's direction, in augmenting the emo- 
luments of the incumbents of these bene- 
fices, could. any man complain of this? 
When the Bishopricks of Winchester and 
Durham become vacant, they will be dis- 
posed of by, the Crown, either to serve 
the views of a Minister, or to gratify some 
Court ^Etvourite. Would not the influence 
of the Crown be more increased^ and the 
interests of the Country more advanced, 
by the augmentation of small benefice in 
the gift of the Crown, in the manner I 
have s^ggest^d % 
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CHAPTER X. 



On the Consequences likely to result from, the 
Establishment of the United States of 
Jifnerica, 

These States form a Federative Re- 
public. They have neither King, nor 
Nobility, nor Established Church. The 
English language, and the English love of 
Liberty, prevail through the whole confe- 
deracy* The feicility with which landed 
property may be acquired, and brought 
into cultivation, gives to the inhabitants a 
disposition to migrate ; a propensity which 
will much facilitate the extension of agri- 
culture, and the rapid population of the 
(Country, 

On the Sea Coast, the active spirit of 
the people leads them to Commerce, and 
the Fisheries; and when compelled to 
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become a Military State, they have shewn 
the most courageous exertions. It is visi- 
ble, that they are capable of presenting 
themselves as a formidable Naval Power. 
Great Britain, France, and Spain, are the 
only naval powers of much consideration 
now in Europe ; and even the most formi- 
dable of these — I mean Great Britain — 
Would find it difficult to carry on a Naval 
War with the United States of America- 
It is true. Great Britain, at prei^nt, pos- 
sesses on that Continent, one Naval Port 
and Arsenal : viz. Halifax. If deprived 
of this. Great Britain would find it ex- 
tremely difficult to carry on a Naval War 
on the Goast of America; and British 
An^rica could not long be defended, ex- 
cept at an expense which could not be 
borne. 

The United States of America may now 
be considered as holding a high rank in the 
intercourse between themselves and the 
several States of Europe; The facility of 
acquiring landed property, naturally leads 
the people to apply themselves to Agri- 
culture, rather than to Manufactures ; and 
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it is more for the interest of the Ame- 
ricans to bring land into cuitivatibn, than 
to establish manufactures. The injudi- 
cious conduct of the British Government 
has, in many places, forced the Americans 
to establish manufactures : and machineiy 
irill be used with more advantage in a 
country where the ]^opulation is thin, tftato 
it can be in a country like Great Britain^, 
where the manufatcturing popubttiofn may 
perhaps be too great. 

The apj^licatidn of the Steam Ifengifnte 
to the navigation of rivers, affords aii ad- 
vantage to America, almost beyO(nd cad- 
culation. The inhabitants on the upper 
parts of her great rivers, ^iil easily be 
supplied with every thing that commerce 
can present, 

The United States will be divided. If 
the whole continent of North America 
fo'mied but one State, it could only be 
controuled by a Despotic Government;, 
but thfe happiness of man requires that 
OoVfernments should be free; One of the 
circumstances wbitb at present contributes 
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the most t»' tlie happmess 6£ th^ inhabit 
taAts of thfe UiiitJed States- k, thit: thcgr 
have occa»on fox so' little gorenfimetit. 
The focility with which, subsistence can? be 
a/cqmreAy removes the tempta^ioQ to cii- 
aMMaKty. Wheacrver a dmskm of the 
United States takear place, most pf obaWy 
it will not be, in the first iisstanee, a sepoi- 
FatioB of the Northern firom the Southern 
States ; thottgh thto' sepaaration will, inoit 
probably, at one tiane ofr other, take 
place. But the first division will proba^ 
bly be, of the Western States from the 
Eastern. That immeme plain, which is 
watered by the Mississippi, with her at- 
tendant str^^ms, is naturally sepsurated 
from the Eastern States by ranges oi 
mountaitis ; and the difference of soil, cli- 
mate, produce, and occupation, will create 
that opposition of interest which leads to 
Separation. But though this separation 
iiiay be attended with bloodshed, it will 
ultimately be bei^ficial to the Country. 

There is, however, a danger, which per* 
faaps the wisdom of their Government will 
n6t be able to avert : I mean, that they 
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may be tempted by the gold and silver of 
Spanish America, to relinquish agricultu- 
ral pursuits, and attempt the conquest of 
Mexico. They will succeed'; and success 
will be a misfortune. There are reasons to 
believe, that the ancestors of those whom 
the Spaniards found in possession of Mex- 
ico, on their arrival in that country, had 
migrated from the more northern parts of 
America. It is said, that in Kentucky there 
are proofs that the country must, at some 
remote period, have been inhabited by men 
far more advanced in civilization, than 
those Indians whom we found there. But 
whether this opinion is well or ill-founded, 
there is little doubt but that the Ameri- 
cans, whenever they chuse it, will be able 
to penetrate into Mexico. What may be 
the character of the inhabitants of Spa- 
nish America, when the present motley 
race is crossed with American blood 1 
This is a question which we cannot an- 
swer. But it is to Great Britain that the 
power of the United States is most formi- 
dable. They can, to a considerable de- 
gree, controul our intercourse with Ja- 
maica : — they may become the ally of the 
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Black Population in Saint Domingo t — , 
they may even acquire the possession of 
Cuba: — and in every part of the world 
they will be our rivals in commerce. 

It is much to be regretted, that those 
among us who had in vain attempted to 
deprive the Americans of their rights, 
should have persevered in their hatred to 
them, after the contest was terminated. 
Unfortunately, this was the case. The 
^ same language, the same love of liberty, 
descent from the same common ancestors, 
to which I might add, similitude of laws, 
(for the Americans still retain those laws 
which they had carried with them from 
England) would have rendered amicable 
intercourse between the two countries, of 
easy establishment. I believe that this 
was the opinion of the Earl of Shel- 
bume. I believe he openly declared, 
that the intercourse between the two na- 
tions ought to be re-established, as nearly 
as possible the same, as it had existed 
before the separation. Unfortunately, he 
was not listened to. Injuries, insults, and 
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affected contempt, hai^ excited senti- 
ments in the breasds of the Americ^is, 
which it may be difficult to ei^adicate; 
and Great Britaini nowy exhausted by her 
Crusade against French principles, may 
be obli^d to submit to humiliating con- 
cessions. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

On the Effects likehf to be producdd 'by the 
French Revolution on other Nations. 

'I HA VIE coasidered ! the tsffeets which'the 
French Rerolution muftt have in f^ranoe 
itself. I will now consider the ^fkcM& 
which ' it will pnvbably produce on » other 
nations. Bot in (jdoing this, it will be 
necessary ta filbserve caccmnBtances • ^hi6h 
now exist, or are • Hktly .vejy ■ 'Sooni to ; be 
in jexisteiwe. 

The American rWar estadtjKshed a jRe- 
p^esentative Gonpierament,. in whafrare raw 
calledf the Unitai States of America. T^he 
French Revdution has -estabiishe^d a "Re- 
presentative ' Govertaneat in > France. It 
is probable, that we shall soon see a Re- 
prefeentatire Oovemment m Spam; and 
Representative Governments' in the conti- 
-neiital provinces of Spanisih America, will 
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perhaps be established, in imitation of 
their parent country. Cuba deserves a 
distinct consideration. It will either be 
taken possession of by the United States 
of America, or by. England ; or be- 
come an Independent State i for its size 
and population enable it to assume this 
form. 

When the Spanish Empire, in Europe 
and America, shall have assumed the form 
which I have mentioned, can we suppose 
that Portugal will remain in its present 
situation ? Is there not every reason to 
expect, that Portugal and Brazil will not 
long remain under the same Government? 
If the King returns to Portugal, he will 
lose the Sovereignty of Brazil ; and if he 
remains in Braziil, Portugal will shake off 
his govenunent. Probably her new Go- 
vernment will be Representative ; and we 
shall see a Portuguese Cortes re-called to 
power, as we have seen it in Spain. 

I shall be told, all this depends on Fer- 
dinand's Government being overthrown; 
but it is manifest, that Ferdinand's Go- 
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vernment cannot be durable. Even though 
it should resist the present shocks, the 
general wish of the people to see the 
Cortes re-called, and a Constitution esta- 
blished, must ultimately prevail. 

Germany already feels the effects of the 
French Revolution. The desire of a Re- 
presentative Government is every where 
prevalent. The diminution of the wealth 
and power of the Roman Catholic Clergy 
in Germany,, must have great effect in 
producing changes in that country. Be- 
fore the French Revolution, much sove- 
reign power was possessed by the Catholic 
Clergy in Germany ; I believe they are 
now every where deprived of Sovereignty. 
Their dominions are assigned to neigh- 
bouring Princes. 

Even Italy will be affected by the 
French Revolution. The principles of 
Liberty have been discussed, and are un- 
derstood in that country. The fall of 
the Papal Power, which cannot long be 
deferred, will necessarily occasion that 
country to assume a new form. 
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The human miud'tremfoles at the con- 
templation of these probable events :-i— 

** Tbrotugh what yariftj of untried beiog,. 

Through what new scenes aod changes must we {miss ? 
The wide^ the unbounded prospect lies before us. 
But shadows^ clouds, and darkness rest upon ]t»*' 

Theochangcs which I have alluded to, will 
not !0niy affect the Government of Na- 
iioiE^.^ it will greatly affect their inter^ 
twntnse with estch other. The Spianish 
lErofvinces on the Western side of ^uth 
America, .wilL open ai trade .with Jndia and 
China; they will be^isupplied from thoa^e 
t»>uiltrids .with silk and > cotton maimfac- 
tures, ibec^uise they cambe supplied from 
tbenoe, at ra cheaper mte than they ^can 
from £urope. 

Even the Black and Mulatto nations of 
Saint (Doming, ought not to * be 1^ out 
Krf ouTt consideration. They will probably 
extend tbemselveS' over the whote of that 
idaodt; pethaps even to Porto Kieo. Per* 
haps the ttime is not for removed, iwhen 
posterity may see the inhabitants of the 
four great Antilles, <»ieii»otley race; in 
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which, however, it is most likely that the 
Mulatto will gradually predominate. 

There is a circumstance in the changes 
already occasioned by the American and 
French Revolutions, and which will pro-r 
bably be found in the changes about td 
take place : viz. that these changes will 
not be the effect of conquest, but the re- 
sult of insurrections of the People against 
their Governments; whereas, almost all 
the other Revolutions which we read of 
in history, have been the consequence of 
conquest. The Persian, the Macedonian, 
the Roman Empires, were established by 
conquest. The Roman Empire was de- 
stroyed by conquerors from the Northern 
and Eastern parts of the world. Revolu- 
tions, the result of conquest, necessarily 
occasion a change in the race of inhabitants. 
Most probably the Northern Conquerors 
of the Roman Empire, did not extirpate, 
but became blended with the inhabitants ; 
for we every where find a language evidently 
derived from the Latin. I believe, in every 
part of France, the common people retain 
their patois; a corruption of the language 
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they used before they were coaquered . la 
our isjand, the Saxons extirpated or exter- 
minated the Britons; and therefore we have 
iio British words left in our lai^uage. The 
N^Hmans did not extirpate, and ouar lan^ 
guage is consequently a mixture of Saxoai 
a»d French ; the Latin words being de- 
rivted to us through the French- 

I believe it will be found, that all the 
lievolutions in Asia ami Africa, as well as 
m SUuvope, )iave hem produced by cony 
quest. Whai: difference may be occasion^ 
ed^ from the Rerolutions in our days being 
{m^iduced by insurrections x>f the People, 
^md noi by ot»&qaest, I camiot say ; nor 
can I ventttfe to form an opinion, on the 
probable cooaaquences o( the £Eill of the 
Biomaia Catholic Church; for their wealth 
and powar wiU Ml together. The Kumin 
dsays, *" that sio came into the world by Uie 
confasian of <3a^/' I hope the motley 
i«ce of ioliabitaots dbout to ow^py do 
iarge a portion t^ Ameriw, wiU W)t wrify 
this oprnion. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

On the British Possessions in India. 

T»]& India Company was established 
soleiy with a view to trade ; and as the 
v<^)^e to India was long, and supposed 
to be attended with great danger, an ex- 
dttsive privilege of trading beyond the 
Cape of Good Hope was granted to the 
Company. 

, About the year 1740, the Mogul Em- 
piise ieU t» pieces, in consequence of the 
inv«»ion of Nadir Shah, Kouli Khan. 
The different Governors, or Nabobs of 
Provinces, seized the Goveamment of dif- 
ferent districts. In the province of Arcot, 
or, as it is geo^rally called, the Arcot 
Camatic, the French India Company 
supported the claims ef a native named 
Chwda 3aheb, and soon discovered the 
iafeiionty of the native troops, when 
opposed to Europeans. The FrewA ac- 
B £ 
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quired dominion rapidly ; this roused the 
jealousy of the English India Company. 
They set up claims on behalf of another 
native, called Mohammed Ali. After 
various success, the cause of Mohammed 
Ali prevailed. 

About 1756, the English Factory in 
Bengal was plundered by Sujah Dowlah, 
the Nabob of that province; and the 
Europeans found in it treated with great 
cruelty. The British Troops, which had 
placed Mohammed Ali on the Throne of 
Arcot, were transported to Bengal ; Su- 
jah Dowlah was defeated, and the Sove- 
reignty of a large district seized by the 
India Company. Much wealth was ac- 
quired for the Civil and Military Servants, 
as well as for the India Company, by this 
Conquest ; and from that hour, the desire 
o/ extending the India Company's acquisi- 
tions in India, has never been relinquished.' 

it is said, that the India Company pos- 
sesses Sovereignty over 80,000,000 of peo- 
ple in India, and Revenue to the amount 
of Xl7,000,000 sterling, a-year. CeylOft,> 
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the Isle of France, and the Cape of Good 
Hope, have been obtained as appendages 
necessary to the safety of their Indian 
Empire. A question naturally occurs, 
what benefit accrues to Great Britain from 
these Indian possessions i They furnish 
neither army, nor navy, nor revenue, to 
be employed in Europe for the service of 
Great Britain : on the contrary, they re- 
quire soldiers to be annually sent from 
Great Britain to India. Very commonly 
they require a navy, and sometimes even 
pecuniary assistance. 

But it is said, that the wealth acquired 
by the civil and military servants is re- 
mitted to Great Britain, and has much 
contributed to give activity to improve- 
ments. I am not prepared absolutely to 
deny this assertion. To a certain extent, 
it may be true; but I doubt whether this 
benefit has compensated the mischief in- 
troduced by our Indian acquisitions. When 
we see 80,000,000 of subjects at the dis- 
tance of 10,000 miles, governed by twenty- 
^our mercantile characters resident in 
Xicadenhall Street, we are naturally led to 
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say, the Government of Empire cannot 
require so much skill as we comracMi 
people generally believe. And the Board 
of Controul engrafted on the Court of 
Directors must rather contribute to in- 
crease than to diminish embamssment. 

But the great advantage accruing irom 
these Indian possessions, if it be an advan- 
tages—is patronage. Much of this patcoBr 
2^e is disposed of by the Ministers of the 
Crown; some remains with the India 
Directors. When Jugurtha took his last 
view of Rome, he exclaimed: " Vaie vena^ 
lis civitas, max petitura si en^orem invene^ 
ris. Is not the same exclamation a{^lic»^ 
ble almost with equat truth to those who 
elect the House of Commons? Is it not 
a £ict that Members have sat in that 
House for seats purchased for them by ah 
Indian Prince t 

Has it not been acknowledged publicly, 
that a Bengal writCTship was give* by 
the Minister to one of his friends that he 
might sell it, and with the produce pur^ 
chase a seat in the Hous^ of Comnionst 
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The French call u», une maiiM pwtute el 
bouHquUre ; and hai» not Indism palfdti- 
age pefcnliarfy contributed to give ns^that 
venal money-loving character, which tte 
Fiench a/ttiriboite to us t But tbe mstfceriai 
coBsidbFation i», \rhat cipciimstitnettS'Wilt 
a<!coiiipany our abandonment o# these 
possessions t for abandoned they must be, 
sooner or later. Every acquisition i-en- 
deps it more necessary for us to extend 
otf r eonque&ts ; w^ are now told by eirety 
raa» returned from India, '^ you niufi^ 
have the whole, or you must retinqwsh 
all that you possess/' 

And where are the boun^rie^ of that 
wholef To whatever extent your acquis 
sitions are carried, youf will stift have 
neighbours the object of 5fOur fears. 
MsUFf arenow apprehensive that you have 
. already approached so hear to the fron- 
tiers of Russia, that on any diflference 
with that power, her forces may be em- 
picyed to mvade India ; but as^ there are 
three States, vis:, the Seik^, Zemann Shah, 
swid Per^, between your posseissions and 
the Russian frontiers, I own I have never 
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felt any appreheasions of. an attack from 
Russia. But your empire is too large ,to 
be under the controul of one Govern- 
ment ; you will be ruined by the expense 
df repressing insurrections which will be 
constantly renewed. AurengZebe rui^^d 
the Mogul Empire by the acquisition 
of the Decan ; from the time that he had 
made that acquisition, the Empire was 
too large for Government ; you may fear 
the same fate, and the loss of your Indian 
Empire may be preceded by struggles de- 
structive of your happiness. 

It may be asked, does not the posses- 
sion of Empire in India counterbalaijce 
the loss which you have sustained in 
America? I have no hesitation in an- 
swering, No. Your Continental posses- 
sions in America added to the strength 
of Great Britain, they enabled you to 
command the French and Spanish West 
India Islands. Even the treasures of the 
Continent of Spanish America, could not 
be safely brought to Europe, while you 
M^re disposed to prevent it. Your Con- 
tinental possessions in America could not 
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be attacked by sea; and whatever com- 
plaints might be made of murders com-- 
mitted by the Indians, it was manifest, 
that the Indians, like the wild beasts of 
the forest, would either be extirpated or 
exterminated in proportion as the agri-^ 
culturist advanced. 

Your American Empire was inattack-- 
able; it was so happily united to your 
European possessions, that it rendered 
you. the most formidable power in the 
world. But your Indian Empire is a 
source of weakness ; you are under con- 
stant apprehension, that it may be attack- 
ed by some foreign enemy. 

While you keep it, you must be al- 
ways extending its limits ; for both your 
civil and military servants derive imme- 
diate wealth from new acquisitions. The 
very size of the Empire must ultimately 
destroy it. But there is another circum- 
stance in the present state of your Indian 
Empire, which must necessarily create 
great embarrassment. This Empire has 
been acquired by a Company of Merchants ; 
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and they retained the chafaetet of exr^ 
cluaive trader, a^c they iMd aseumed 
that o£ sawtet^ Th^ hatve now re- 
scued the cfaaiacter of exdwcve trader. 
ThejraUolf British sulgescts to trade con- 
currently with tfaemsehres:; but Feiaiit the 
sovereignty. Sovereign and trader^ ace 
characters incompatible: as traders, they 
will be defrauded; and as sovereigns, they 
will oppress those who are their rlvats 
in trade. The present-conditioo of the 
India Con|iany therefore, cannoi long 
subsist. They musi content themaehrev 
with one character ; they vaxssk either he 
sovereigns or traders. 
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CHAPTER XUI. 

Impeachment of Mr. H(^ti^gs^ 

I HATS hitherto only slightly alluded 
to the Impeachment of Mr. Hastings. 
But of the twenty*tiHro charges exhibited 
a^iist that gentlemaa, two, viz. the first 
and the third, are of such historical ixxh- 
portance^ that I think it may be advisable 
to state them a<xtirately. 

The first was dencmiinated the Rokilh 
Charge; the latter the EeiMre^ Charge. I 
have already mentioned, that on the dis* 
solution of the Mogul Empire about the 
year 1740, by the invasion of Nadif^ Sbah^ 
the Grovemcwrs of Provinces in many places 
assumed the Sovereignty. A chieftain of 
Mountaineers, known by the name of the 
Rohillas, usurped the Sovereignty of a 
d^irict, to which, from his own tribe, 
he gave the name of the Bohilla Coun- 
try. This district was a rich soil, awi had 
about two millions of inhabitants. The 
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Rohilla Chief and his descendants had 
possessed this Sovereignty, from the first 
usurpation in 1742, to their expulsion 
in 1774> by Sujah Dowlah, the Nabob of 
Oude. In the summer of 1773* Mr. 
Hastings, at that time President of the 
Council in Bengal, had an interview with 
Sujah Dowlah in the upper provinces ; I 
believe at Benares. The Directors of the 
India Company had pointed out to Mr. 
Hastings two objects which they were very 
solicitous to obtain. The first was a 
larger payment from Sujah Dowlah for 
the use of their troops whenever they were 
employed in his service. The second was, 
to prevail on Sujah Dowlah to purchase 
from them two Provinces known by the 
names of Corah and Allahabad. When 
the heir apparent of the great Mogul, 
called the Shah Zadee, had been received 
under the protection of the India Com- 
pany, they had assigned to the Prince the 
possession of these two Provinces for his 
maintenance. After having possessed 
these Provinces for some few years, the 
young Prince was persuaded to attempt 
to recover the throne of Dellii. To enable 
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him to execute this project, he quitted 
these Provinces, which were immediately 
again taken possession of by the. India 
Company. But Corah and Allahabad 
were so remote from the other possessions 
of the India Company, that they could hot 
be defended, except at an expense exceed* 
ing the revenue which could be drawn 
from them. And as the deranged state of 
the Company's finances, both at home 
and in India, did not make it advisable 
for them to incur this additional expense, 
the Directors wished to dispose of these 
Provinces to Sujah Dbwlah, the only Mo- 
narch who was capable of defending them 
against the Mahrattas. 

When Mr. Hastings met Sujah Dowlah 
in 1773, he succeeded with him in both 
these objects. He prevailed on him to 
make a larger payment for the use of the 
Company's troops ; and he obtained the 
Slim of <£500,000for the sale of the above 
named Provinces. Sujah Dowlah then 
brought^ forward the object which he 
wished to obtain from the India Com- 
pany. He stated, that in 1772, the Ro- 
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hiUas had applied to bim for assistance 
i^ainst the Mahrattas^ who had invaded 
theur territory; that he had been ex-^ 
tremdy unwilling to afford them this as- 
sistance; that be had at last been par&* 
Tailed on by Sir Robert Barker, the Conlf* 
mander of the Company's troops in the 
uppor ProTincCT, to enter int^ a Trea^ 
with them{ that by this Treaty, he had 
en^^ed to assist the Rohillas to drive out 
the Mahrattas; and that in con^^m* 
tioii of tills assistance, they had stipulated 
to pay him j£400,000. That he had sue- 
<3essfiiUy aasisted them;^*^that he had 
driven out the Mahrattas |-p-and that the 
Rohillas refused to pay him the stipulate 
ed sum. As he had afforded this assis- 
tance to the Rohillas solely through the 
l^emiasion of Sir Robert Barker, and at 
his earnest solicitation, and &om a reliance 
that his authority irould secure to him the 
stipulataed payment, he tfaougbt fahnself 
entitled to call on the India Company to 
assist him in punishing this gross breach 
of Mth by the Rohillas. Mr. Hastings 
acquiesced in the justice of the demand. 
After these points of the treaty had been 
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arranged, Mr. Ha&tki^ and Sutjah Dow* 
kh cenuHied some days longer at Benaurciu 
Befome they «epaiated, Sir^ Dowlah 
came to him and nadie the foUovnig 
statement : 

'< I have yidded to your two olajeets* 
and yon have yidded to mine. Bu^cm 
more mature reflection, as I amnunedi'* 
ately to pay to the Iiulia Compvi^* 
<i.*500,000 for the Provinces of Corah and 
AS^abshzdy aad have also agoeed to in- 
cimse fay fttyoKat far the; use of "tiKir 
tPdo^,! tindtfaatmy treasnie viii be «• 
saueh exhaansted that I shall not beim* 
mediately aMe to adopt lany measoanss 
against the Bolullas, I must tberefoie 
dder,£9rthe ixre^ent, my inteoded dcaign 
9pamt them. But if latwne €aicusih> 
ftanees should make at laecenaiy for me 
to fiomoaenee hostile proceedings agalairt 
the Eohiilas, I trust that yioa will areeo^ 
leet, tint I liaveyielited to yonr two o)»« 
jects^ and that you, in considendicm of 
ihttt Jiave agieed to alfonl me tixe aosist- 
jMRoeo^the India ComftOBy for the eseco* 
iiDo<of this measnte : and that whenever J 
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call for your assistance^ no time shall b^ 
wasted in discussing the propriety of my 
demand ; but that your troops shall im- 
mediately obey my call/' 

Mr. Hastings acquiesced in the fairness 
of this reasoning, and pledged himself that 
the Company's troops should march to his 
assistsmce against the Rohillas whenever 
they were called on. 

WhetJier the Rohillas received any in- 
timation of this discussion between Mr. 
Hastings and Sujah Dowlah, or whether 
their conduct was the result of a conscious-^ 
ness of their own breach of feith, I cannot 
say. But in the Autumn of that same year; 
Sujah Dowlah received information that 
the Kohillas were negociating a treaty 
with the Mahmttas for the mvasion of 
his Dominions. He then saw that hosti- 
lities against the Rohillas could no longed 
bedeferred. He stated to Mr. Hastings 
the intelligence which he had received, and 
demanded the assistance of the Company's 
troops. Mr. Hastings, with the approba^ 
tion of his Council, ordered the troops to 
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Sujah Dowlah. The War was commenced 
in the springs' 1774r The Rohillas were 
subdued ; and at the close of the Cam- 
paign, a Treaty was concluded between 
them and Sujah Dowlah, called the Treaty 
of: Loidong, by which it was agreed, that 
one of the Rohilla Chiefs should retain a 
certain portion of the country, and remove 
to it with five thousand ; of his troops. 
The rest of the Rohilla Array, were to 
cross the Ganges, and place themselves 
under another Rohilla Chief of the name 
of Zabeda Cawn^ On the discussion of 
this charge. Sir Robert Barker was exa- 
mined at the bar of the House of Com- 
mons, it appeared frorti his evidence 
that he had signed that Treaty by which 
Sujah Ddwlah engaged to assist the Ro- 
hillas against the Mahrattas^ * Whert 
asked why he had signed that Treaty, he 
jfiiswered, " That if he had not signed it, 
there woiild have b^ri no treaty; for that 
neither of the parties had any confidence 
in the good faith of the other; and that 
each of the parties had acceded to the 
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Treaty relyii^ on the security aSorded by 
his i^ignature; "That he had urged Siyah 
pawlah to this Treaty because he thought 
.that if the Mahrattas bad possessed them-- 
selves of the Rohilla Country, the India 
Company's territory would have been ^i- 
daogered/' When .fv^iiked whether^ he 
thought the RohiUas ever intended to 
pay the money, he replied^ " Th»t 
he was fi^lly persuaded that they newr 
would pay it, except compelled ^ 
fprce." , 

\t did not appear from, the evidence be* 
fore th^ House pf Commons, whether the 
evacuation of the country by the I^ohUla 
Army, was ^n article which had been in?- 
^te4Qnby Sujfih Dowlah, or ^ad jjaft^n 
^r^mted at the request of the Roh^ 
Chif^. 

This queM;jon of thp Rohilk Wwwaade^ 
bated &>r two nights in the H<Hise of Coin- 
moi^; ^d on the lasft debateji tlie If opse 
did not divide till s^f^r ^ight o'clock ia tjie 
mprning Mr. Pi^t tcfok no paj^ in th/e <|er 
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bate, though, I believe, he voted for Mr. 
Hastii^s. No Treasury letters had been 
sent out, as is usual when the Minister has 
formed his opinion on any subject. The 
C!har^ had been drawn up by Mr. 
-Burke with great art. The debate was 
also conducted with much un&irness : for 
instead of the question proposed to the 
House, being, that the House should adopt 
the Charge, the question was put in these 
terms--«That in case the House should lilti- 
lOately determine to impeach Mr. Hist-- 
ingi, ^fat&ohilla Charge should form part 
^ the Impeachment; By this dexterity 
in putting the questibn on which the 
House was to divide, many Members 
were broi^fit to vote ki the afl&rmative, 
who could not otherwise have hem% pei> 
sttluded to do it. They voted for the 
^fistion from a belief, that at the close of 
tlbe discussion of the various Chai^es^ no 
Impeachment would be preferred* But 
all this dexterity foiled of success. When 
it appeared that the two millioiis of inlm* 
bitants remained in the country, and that 
Ibiit which Mr. Burke had jitated to be 
s2 
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" the Extirpation of a whole Nation,*' 
amounted to nothing more than the eva- 
cuation of the Country by an Army of 
26,000 men, the House was disgusted 
with the exaggeration which had been 
practised ; and notwithstanding every ex- 
ertion of the Foxite party, the question 
was 'negatived by a majority of fifty- 
three votes. 

It may not be foreign to this subject to 
remark, that the; Rohillas inhabit . the 
same tract of mountainous country with 
the Afghans ; but that tKey are consider- 
ed as the inferior tribe. 

Arrian, in his account of India, speaks 
t>f two tribes who inhabited the same 
mountainous country ; and says, ** that 
one of these tribes was inferior in rank to 
the other/' It is curious that the same 
difiference of rank which existed in the rei- 
mote period mentioned' by Arriari, should 
be fouml to' prevail in our time- Arrian 
wrote in the reign of the Roman Emperor, 
Adrhin. And though he wrote, at a 
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period when the Greek language may be 
considered to have been on the decHne, 
yet his style .lias beqn thought so pure 
and elegant, that it has obtained him the 
name of the younger Xenophon. ^ 

He compiled his account of India from 
the papers of Megasthenes, physician to Se- 
ieneus, one of Alexander's immediate suc- 
cessors. Alexander never penetrated fiw- 
ther into India than thePenjab. He sailed 
down one of the five rivers of that country 
into the Indus, and from thence returned 
to Babylon. Selene.us certainly, reached 
the Ganges. He resided for some tiine at 
a city which the Greek historian calls 
Palibothra. There is very little doubt but 
that this city is the same which the Mo- 
dems call Patna, as it is still in the 
language of the country cdXlediPaUpdutre. 
Every man acquainted with India/ must 
find much pleasure in reading this work of 
Arrian, for he will see that India, in those 
remote times, was nearly the same in point 
6f usages, manners, dress, amusements, di- 
vision of casts, &c. &c. as it is at 
present. - 
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I will now speak of the BeiianDqf 
Charge. The Rajah Bui wanting hdd the 
province of Benares, as a Renter, or Ze- 
mii^dar, from Sujah Dowlah, the Nabob 
of Oude. On the termination of tl^ Iiadia 
Company's War with Sujah Dowlah, Bul- 
wanl-sing thought it for his interest to 
court the protection of the India Cpa^- 
pany. And as the province of Benar^ 
was situated between their territories aitti 
the dominions of Oude, the India Co»« 
pany thought it for their interest to affbrd 
to Bulwant-sing that protecticm which he 
solicited. They did not withdraw him 
fbom his subjection to Sujah Dowhth, but 
tl^ compelled Sujah Dowlah to ag^ee, 
that while Bulwant-sing paid him annually 
the sum of £S,90yOOO, he should never 
call on him for any other payments or 
services; Sujah Dowlah died in 1775. 
The Government of Bengal was at that 
time in the hands of Mr. Hastings, Ge- 
neral Clavering, General Monson^ Mt. 
Barwell, and Mr, Francis ; or, to speak 
i^Ore conectly, it was in the hands of 
General Clavering, General Monson, and 
Mr. Francis, For those three gentlemen; 
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hBnA, by ccnifed^ratii^ togeth^fi reductfd 
Mr. Hastings aiid Mr. Barwell to be of 
little importance. The three gentlemen 
above mentioned proposed that Azoph 
Ul Dowlah, the son and successor of Sujah 
Dowlah, should be compelled to resign 
the sovereignty of Benares with the at* 
tendant reiit^ to the India Company. Mr. 
Hastings strdngly objected to this pr<»- 
posal. He thought that it was for the 
inter^t of th6 Company to set bounds 
to its desires of aggmndi^esient. He; 
gave it as his opimon^ that the India 
Company would draw more revenue from 
the possession of Bengal and Bahar, than 
it would do if it extended ita empire 
beyomi those limits. But the opinion of 
Mr. Hastings was over-ruled; and the 
sovereignty of Benares was transferred by 
Azoph Ul Dowlah to the India Company. 
It is scarcely worth while to consider^ 
whether the opinion, at that time givea 
by Mr. Hastings, wis founded in sound 
policy or not. It was not only o^^er^ 
ruled at that time by his colleagues, but 
an opmioh directly contifary to that of Mr. 
Hillings seems now to be entertained by 
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the India Company;; perhaps/by the ma- 
jority of the British nation: for the pre- 
sient opinion seems to be, that you ninst 
possess the whole of India; istnd that ex- 
cept you possess the whole, you caniK)t be 
secure in the possession of any part. I 
will only express my wish, Quod Felix sit 
faustumque. In 1779> Hyder Ali invaded 
the Camatic. At that time, by the deaths 
of General C layering and Greberal Monson, 
Mr. Hastings had regained his ascendancy 
in the Bengal Government. In the mi- 
nutes of the deliberations of the Council 
on that invasion, it appears that Mr. 
Francis delivered as his opinion, ^' that 
neither soldier nor rupee should be sent 
to the Camatic; for that that country 
was irrecoverably lost ; and that every 
soldier, and every rupee, sent there, would 
be uselessly expended.'* Mr. Hastings's 
opinion was directly the revferse of that of 
Mr. Francis. His minute is in these 
terms': *' While I have a soldier, or a 
rupee, I will never abandon the Camatic; 
for if we do not fight Hyder Ali in that 
country, we shall have to fight hini here.*' 
In pursuance of this opinion, Mr. Hast- 
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iiVgs put the whole force of the Bengal 
empire m activity. At the moment that 
the army which he had collected was about 
to set but for the Camatic, Chemnajee, 
the son of the Rajah of Berar, appeared 
on the frontiers of Bengal, demanding the 
chout, or tribute, paid in antient times to 
the Mahrattas. Chemnajee had with him 
about fifty thousand ilWisciplined fol- 
lowers. They could not have stood before 
the army collected by Mr. Hastings, biit 
they could have delayed the march of that 
army, the presence of which was so neces- 
sary in the Gamatic. To prevent this 
delay, Mr. Hastings entered into a- treaty 
with Chemnajee. He agreed to pay him 
c£210,006 ; in consideration of which pay- 
ment, Chemnajee engaged not only to 
relinquish all hostilities against the pro- 
vince of Bengal, but also to grant to the 
British Army an unmolested passage 
through the dominions of the Rajah of 
Berar, and to supply the Army with pro- 
visions during its march. This Treaty was 
faithfully observed on both sides, and the 
British Army arrived in the Camatic with- 
* out the smallest loss. I have mentioned 
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this transaction, because it was thesutyect 
of the second Charge exhibited by Mn 
Burke, against Mr. Hasting. Mf« Francis 
had resisted every proposal of Mr, Hast* 
ings for sending relief to the Camatic. 
Among others, he had resisted this Treaty 
with Chemn%|ee, and had prevail^ dii 
Mr. Burke to introduce the subject bs one 
of his Charges ; but it was abandoned^ 
Mr. Fox told me, that he did not think it 
contained ground for Impeachment. W^e 
I to presume to give my opinio:n on thb 
subject, I should say, that instead of r^ 
prehension, Mr. Hasting deserveKl ap-- 
plause. That his conduct exhibited a 
master-mind [[capable of ^rm decisicm on a 
question of great emergency. I have said, 
that to enable himself to send relief to the 
Camatic,Mr. Hasting put every paart of 
the Bengal empire in motion. He calkd 
for men and money from every quarter. 
He did not consider the Riyah of Benares 
as entitled to exemption from this demand; 
and he required from Cheyt-sing, who had 
succeeded hisfiaither, Bulwant-sing, in that 
Zemindary , the assi^aiKe of two rtgitAerkti 
of cavalry. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



267 

Mr. Francis was at that tim^ at the htsnA 
of the opposition to Mr. Hastings in the 
Bengal Council ; and as he had resisted 
every eflfbrt for sending relfef to the Car- 
natic, he objected to this demand of twa^ 
regiments from Cheyt-sing. This oppo- 
sition of Mr. Francis encouraged Cheyt- 
sing in disobedience, and the repeated 
demand of Mr. Hastings for assistance, 
was either wholly evaded, or only in part 
complied with. Mr. Hastings determiaed 
to punish CheytHsing for this conduct. He 
repaired to Benares ; he summoned Cheyt-* 
sing befere him ; he reprima^ed him ^ 
his conduct, and then ordered him to con*^ 
sider himself as under arrest. Mr. Hast- 
ings then commanded an Officer with 
about two hundred «nd e^hty Sepoys, ifeo 
escort Cheyt-sing to his own palace, and 
to guard him there as under arrest. The 
Officer, who commanded this escort, was 
guilty of a neglect which produced dis- 
astrous consequences. He marched oif the 
escort without providing them with pow- 
der and ball. When the dependants of 
Cheyt-sing had discovered this circum-? 
stance, they . thought themselves strong 
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Plough to break into the palace, and set 
the Rajah at liberty. The Sepoys, with 
their bayonets, if they had;acted With firm- 
ness, would have been able to. repel the 
attack ; but conscious that they were not 
provided with, their usual means of defence 
they were seized with a panic, they .fled, 
and Cheyt-sing was set at liberty. . I be- 
lieve that : the : generous : character of Mr. 
Hastings prevented this neglect of the 
Commander of the escort frojoa being gene- 
rally, known; he felt reluctance at an 
attempt to excuse himself by throwing 
blame on another. When the Benares 
Charge was argued in the House of Com- 
mons, Mr. Fox rested his .argument solely 
on this principle, that Cheytr&ing was an 
independent Prince, no .way liable to be 
called on for succour by the Bengal Go- 
vernment. Mr. Pitt resisted this opinion 
of Mr. Fox; on the contrary, he. said, 
*V. Cheyt-sing was a vassal of the Bengal 
empire, and as.he received protection from 
that empire, he owed to it allegiance ; and 
in consequence of that duty of allegiance, 
was liable to be called on for extraordinary 
aids on extraordinary emergencies." He 
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also as'siented to an assertion, which had 
been advanced in the course of the debate, 
viz. "That Mr. Hastings having only put 
Cheyt-sipg under arrest for the purpose of 
j^ibjectii^ his conduct to examination, 
could not be criminated for having inflicted 
too harsh a punishmefat On him/' But he 
said, " that the whole of Mr. Hastings's 
conduct showed that he intended to punish 
Cheyt-sing with too much severity ; this 
intention was criminal, and for this cri- 
minal intention, he should, though with 
much reluctance, vote , for the Impeach- 
ment of M. Hastings.*' Thus was this 
Impeachment voted by a majority of the 
House, although those who voted were 
not agreed as to the ground of criminality. 

A few mornings after the vote, I was 
with Lord'Thurlow. He strongly repro-^ 
bated Mr. Pitt's conduct ; especially his 
grounding the Impeachment^ on Mr. 
Hastings's in/ew^eW to commit a .crime. 
Among other expressions, I recollect he 
said, /' If a girl had talked law in those terms, 
she niight have been excusable." No other 
Charges against Mr. Hastings were dis- 
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cusstd in the House of Cominom tliat Sesh 
Mon. The examination of the remainhi^ 
nineteen Charges was d^fi^reci till the 
ensuii^ Session. I had taken part in 
the del^ttes on the Rohilla and Benares 
Charges ; but as I saw at the ccnsamened^ 
ment of the next Session, that Mr. Pitt 
had decided that the Impeachment against 
Mr. Hastings should be voted, I gave 
inys^lf no further trouble oh the subject. 
There were people who thought that Mr. 
Pitt had adopted tihiis line of conduct, to 
prevent the King from employing Mr. 
Hastings in India affairs. But I do not 
believe that Mr. Pitt was actuated by so 
personal and so paltry a motive. I think 
he consented to the Impeachment, because 
he saw the controul which he should obtain 
Over the Opposition by such acquiescence ; 
aiid his expectations were answered. 

1 will now say a few words on the nature 
of an Impeachment: — an Impeachment 
is an accusation preferred by the Com- 
mons to be tried by the Peers. It is not 
eiv debiio jmtitid^ ; it is an extraordinSM^ 
mode of proceeding. It is not to be consi- 
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4«red as analogous to an Indictmeat, for 
fto Indictment is an accusation for one 
diefinite offence; whereas thelmpeachmoat 
may be preferred for many offences consi- 
dered together. Correctly speakii^. Im- 
peachment is to be resorted to where an 
Indictment could not reach the whole of 
the criminality. It Is an accusation pre- 
lerred against a public Minister: ai») 
the question which every Member of the 
House of Commons ought to consider 
before he gives his vote, is this ^-*" On the 
whole of this public servant's conduct con- 
sidered together, is it expedient tha/t he 
should be criminated %" On the ChaicgOl 
against Mr. Hasting^, I regulated m]r 
conduct by this mode of reasoning ; I 
remeraibered that wise n>dxim of the eo«H 
laon law, Ac^ mm ^t ven nisi, mem tit ?i9. 
I asked my^lf. whether I could Bnd the 
MtfttJi re« in Mr. Haatii^'s conduct on 
eitherofihe three Charges I biive above 
«avanea?ftted ; suppose for instance, thul 
.he 1^ mistaken the lav of nattoos, in 
Ihhiking that ^ir Robert Barker haid 
pledged the gnaraatoe of the India Oom^ 
pany,» by signing the Treaty between Sujah 
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Dowlah, and the Rohillas ; and that he hacJ 
also been mistaken hi the opinion which he? 
had formed, ' that in consequence of this 
guarantee, the India Company was bound 
to give assistance to Sujah Dowlah against 
ttee Rohillas. Had Mr. Hastings derived 
any advantage to himself frbm these mis-* 
takes ? And if he had derived no ad van-' 
tage to himself, how ccfuld I fix on him tiie 
Vnens ireaf He had given a sutn of money 
to Chemnajee to induce him to relinquifih 
his design of invading Bengal, and to aiford 
ai$sistance to the Army .which was passing 
from Bengal into the Carnatic. What 
personal advantage accrued to Mr. Hast- 
ings from this Treaty % He furthered his 
design of sending assistance as expediti^^ 
ously as possible to theCamatic, and mani- 
festly this was his only object. In respect 
to the ground on which Mr. Pitt had con- 
feurred in the Benjires Charge, vi2^. '• That 
Mr. Hastings had intended to punish 
Ch^yt-sing too severely," the human xavtiA^ 
xjould hardly imagine any thing weaker- 
Mr, Hastings had never punished hiin. He 
had only put him under aniarrest with a 
view to the examination of his con<tuCt, 
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and for subsequent jpUnishm^it^ if he 
should be found to have deserved it. The 
tiberation of Che3rt Sing by his de- 
pendants precluded air further examina'* 
tion. But neither on the ground taken by 
Mr. F0X9 viz. ^^ that he had demanded aid 
from Cheyt Sing where none was due/* 
nor on that taken by Mr. Pitt, "-that he 
had intended to punish Cheyt Sing too 
severely/' could I see any thing like a 
criminal mind. If on all these points he 
had acted erroneously, he had acted from 
mistake/ and not from that criminal mind, 
ivych alone is punishable. 

In forming my opinion on the impeach^ 
ment of Mr. Hastings, I took various 
points into consideration. The British na- 
tion had confided the management o1^. its 
Indian Empire to the India Company. 
The India Company regulated its Indian 
concerns through the agency of a Go- 
vernor General and CouncU. The Go- 
vernor General was the efficiient person 
m that Council. If in any instance Mr. 
Hasting had acted mider the influence of 
corrupt piassions, he was punishable by 
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kiipeachiiKiit. But if on any occasion he 
had only acted from a mistaken judge-- 
ment, I thought he ought not to foe 
ponished by the impeachment of the 
House of Commons. On the RohMla 
Charge I thought, that Mr. Hastings had 
acted consonantly to the law of nations. 
lliat Sir Robert Barker's signature of the 
treaty between Sujah Dowlah and the Ro- 
billdis amounted to a guarantee ; and that 
it authorized Sujah Dowlah to call on the 
India Company to assist him in ol^ning 
the stipulated payment. Here then Mn 
Hastings was guilty of no mistake, and 
the House of Commons concurred in this 
opinion. The treaty with Chemnajee was 
said to be disgraceful to the English name : 
But the advantages gained by it were so 
great, that I could never bring myself to 
disapprove of it. On the Benares Charge 
my opinion still remains the same. Pro*- 
tection and allegiance are reciprocal 
duties. Wherever protection is received, 
allegiance is due. Che3rt Sing could not 
have existed for a single hour if uopro- 
tected by the British Goveuam&sA. He 
would have been devoured by the Nabob 
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of Oude. He vras like a pigeon under tbe 
eye of a hawk, who would have pounced 
on him if unrestrained by a superior 
power. I therefore could not consider 
Mr. Hastings as having formed an erro- 
neous opinion, when he said, " Cheyt 
Sing was the vassal of the India Company, 
and owes assistance when the Company 
has occasion for extraordinary aids.'' I 
also recollected the very peculiar difficul- 
ties which Mr. Hastings was under whem 
he was called on to forjn an opinion on 
great political questions. The nature of 
the British Empire in India was hardly de- 
veloped. We had scarcely formed an accu- 
rate opinion on it ourselves. The policy of 
the Mogul Government had established two 
distinct departments in each province. In 
the military department the Nabob was 
supreme : in the civil department the 
Dewan. Hie English India Company 
fotmded its authority in Bengal and Bahar 
on a real or supposed grant of the De^ 
w^iee of litiose provinces from the Great 
Mogul. They continued, however, to eac* 
hibit to the natives a splendid pageant^ 
which they caBed a Nabob, and all dis- 
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cu^sioAs with foreign Princes were under 
the name of this Nabob. Mr. Hastings 
must certainly have felt much embarass- 
ment from the undefined power of his 
masters. 

I thought also, that it was reasonable 
to take into consideration his situation in 
Indi^. ' ' In England, if the : minister is 
called on to decide on a ; great political 
question; he has many mein at hand who 
can assist him: with thpir advice. He has 
lawyers in every branch of that study. 
He. has men, who have travelled in aU parts 
of ^the world, and who know the relation 
which the concerns of other countries bear 
to British interests. When Mr. Hastings 
was called on to decide, he had no such 
assistance near him. I therefore can 
only wpnder that he did not make more 
mistakes. The three charges which I 
have taken notice of were the three sub- 
jects on which Mr. Francis had opposed 
the government ;of Mr. Hastings in Ben- 
gal. He had prevailed on Mr. Burke to 
adopt his opinions on these points; and 
Mr. Burke's influence over Mr. Fox had 
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induced that gentleman to bring down the 
Opposition in full force to support these 
charges. In truth, the charges exhibited 
by Mr. Burke in the House of Commons 
were nothing more than a continuation of 
that opposition, which Mr. Francis, while 
in India, had made to the measures of 
Mr. Hastings's government. I was unac- 
quainted with Mr. Hastings when these 
charges were laid on the table. When I 
examined them, I was disgusted with the 
unfair manner in which they were framed. 
This led me to take part in the debates ; 
and after the session was ended, 1 became 
acquainted with Mr. Hastings. He ap- 
peared to me to be a man of a strong, 
vigorous, decisive mind ; well acquainted 
with the character of the natives of India, 
and with the views and interests of its va- 
rious Princes. He seemed to me to be a 
man capable of extricating himself fircMn 
difficulties by his great resources and 
dauntless courage. In one word, he came 
nearer to the idea which I had formed of 
an able statesman, than any other inan with 
whom I ever had intercourse. But he was 
a statesman only for the affairs of India. 
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He knew nothing of the varioiis parties in 
England, their interesti^) their designs, 
tiieir ability to effectuate those designs, or 
how far they were likely to be influenced 
or restrained by mor«l considerations^ 
These were subjects on which he seemed 
to me never to have formed any opinion. 
I have said, that Mr. Hastings was capable 
of extricating himself from difficulties by 
his great resources and his dauntless cou- 
rage. He displayed these qualities in a 
most remarkable manner, while surroundeci 
by the forces of Cheyt Sing at Benards. 
Mr. Hastings had with him only four hun- 
dred soldiers, Cheyt Sing had forty thou- 
sand. If Cheyt Sing had attacked himy 
Mr. Hastings's situation must have been 
forced before he could have collected iw- 
sistance. But instead of an immediate 
attack, the Rajah sent in a proposal* to 
treat with him. Mr. Hastings knew, that 
if he opened a treaty, the Indian Princess 
courage would be increased, and thnt be 
would, most probably, immediately attack 
him. That, pn the contrary, if he refused 
to treat, Cheyt Sing would suppose^ that 
Mr. Hastings had some resources with 
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whioh he was unacquaint;0d. He there^ 
fore sent for answer to his proposal^ tkoi 
before he would listen to any excuse for 
h& conduct) Cheyt Sing must come into 
Benares, and throw hims^ at his feet 
This answer intimidated Cheyt Sing, and 
allowed time for troops to come, to the. rer 
lief of Mr^ Hastings. 

I have thus given my opinioa on the three 
first charges exhibited bj Mr 4 Burke against ' 
Mu Hastings. I ha^ve eaitered into the con* 
sideration of them with much reluctance. 
I had taken part in the debates on the first 
and third charges ; and from that circum-* 
stance may be thought to have my optimon 
prejudiced in favour of Mr. Hastings. I 
wa^ unacquainted with that gentleman 
when the discussion was first entered on 
in the House of Commoais. But, after the 
close of that session^ I was introduced to 
him, £ind gradually admitted to the most 
intimate and confidential communications^ 
I acknowledge, that I think of bis memory 
with the highest veneration. I diink, that 
he was a man of the most powerful mind 
I have ever conversed with. 
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I have said, that the charges, brought 
forward by Mr. Burke against Mr. Hast- 
ings, were on those subjects, which had 
been matter of discussion between Mr. 
Francis and Mr Hastings, while the for- 
mer gentleman was in India ; that the im- 
peachment of Mr. Hastings was a con- 
tinuation of Mr. Francis's opposition to 
Mr. Hastings's Government I believe I 
am correct in this assertion. All the ma- 
terials for the twenty-two charges, brought 
forward by Mr. Burke, were famished by 
Mr. Francis. And Mr. Burke had suf- 
ficient influence to prevail on Mr. Fox to 
support the charges with the whole sti*ength 
of Opposition. ' Mr. Francis was a man of 
considerable abilities. He. was a very su- 
perior classii^al scholar ; and he wascapa- 
ble of laborious application. Strong re- 
sentment was a leading feature in hu( 
character. I have heard him avow this 
sentiment more openly and more explicitly 
than I ever heard any other man avow it 
in the whole course of my life. I have 
heard him publicly say in the House of 
Commcms, " Sir Elijah Impey is not fit to 
sit in judgement on any matter where I 
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am interested, nor am I fit to sit in judge- 
ment on bim." A relation of the ground 
of this ill will may be amusing. Mrs. he 
Grand, the wife of a gentleman in the 
Civil Service in Bengal, was admired for 
her beauty, for the sweetness of her tem- 
per, and for her fascinating accomplish- 
ments. She attracted the attention of 
Mr. Francis. This gentleman, by means 
of a rope-ladder, got into her apartment 
in the night After he had remained there 
about three quarters of an hour, there was 
an alarm ; , and Mr. Francis came down 
fi-om the lady's apartment by the rope- 
ladder, at the foot of which he was seized 
by Mr. Le Grand's servants. An action 
was brought by Mr. Le Grand against 
Mr. Frincis, in the Supreme Court of 
Justice in Calcutta. The judges in that 
court assess the damages in civil actions, 
without the intervention of a jury. The 
gentlemen who at that time filled, this 
situation, were Sir Elijah Impey, Chief 
Justice, Sir Robert Chambers, and Mr. 
Justice Hyde. I was intimate with the 
first and the third from ^ly life ; having 
lived with them on the Western Circuit. 
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On the trial of this cause. Sir Robert 
Chambers thought, that as no criminality 
had been proved, no damages should be 
given. But he afterwards proposed to 
give thirty thousand rupees, which aire 
worth about three thousand pounds ster-*^ 
liog. Mr. Justice Hyde was for giving ^ 
hundred thousand rupees. I bdieve, that 
Mr. Justice Hyde was as upright a judge 
as ever sat on any bench ; but he had an 
implacable hatred to those, who indulged 
in the crime imputed to Mr. Francis. 
Sir Elijah Impey was of opinion, that 
aldiough no criminal intercourse had been 
proved, yet that the wrong done by Mr. 
Francis to Mr, Le Grand in entering his 
wife's apartment in the night, and thereby 
destroying her reputation, ought to be 
c(»npensated with liberal damages. He 
thought the sum of tlurty thousand rupees, 
proposed by Sir Robert Chambers, too 
small ; and that proposed by Mr. Hyde, of 
a hundred thousand, too large. He there*- 
fore suggested a middle course, of fifty 
thousand rupees. This proposal was ac- 
quiesced in by his two colleagues. When 
Sir Elijah Impey was delivering the judge* 
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ment of the Courts my late friend, Mr 
Justice Hyde, could not conceal his eager 
zeal on the subject ; and when Sir Elijah 
named the sum of fifty thousand rupees, 
Mr. Justice Hyde, to the amusement of the 
byalanders, called out, ^^ Siccas, brother 
Impey ;'' which are worth eleven per cent, 
more than the current rupees. Perhaps 
diis story may not be thought worthy of 
relation : but it gave occasion to that 
ammosity, which Mr. Francis puUicly 
avowed against Sir Elijah Impey; and 
the criminal charge, afterwards brought 
against him in the House of Commons, was 
the offspring of that animosity. I will fol- 
low up this anecdote by mentioning the 
consequences of the action brought by 
Mr. Le Grand. The lady was divorced : 
she was obUged to throw herself under the 
protection of Mr. Francis for subsistence. 
After a short time she left him, and went 
to England. In London she fell into the 
company of M. Talleyrand Perigord. 
Captivated by her charms, he prevailed 
on her to accompany him to Paris, where 
he married her ; and thus the insult, which 
this lady received from Mr. Francis, and 
the loss of reputation, which was, perhaps 
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unjustly, the consequence of that insult^ 
eventually elevated her to the rank of 
Princess of Benevento. 

As I took part in the defence of 
Mr. Hastings on the two charges which I 
have mentioned^ and was known to in- 
terest myself much in the welfare of Sir 
mijah Impey, I speak with some reluc- 
tanee of Mr. Francis ; but the impeach- 
ment of Mr. Hastings, and the accusation 
of Sir Elijah Impey, both originated with 

him. 

'I 

The first charge brought forward the 
ensuing session excited so much of the 
public attention^ that although I took no 
part in the debate while it was depending 
in the House of Commons, yet it may 
perhaps not be improper to state the sub- 
ject. It was called the Begum Charge. 
It grew out of a political discussion be- 
tween Mr. Francis and Mr. Hastings, while 
tliose gentlemen were in India.- This 
charge rested on the following circum- 
stances. Sujah Dowlah, the Kabob of 
Oude, died in 1775. He left a widowj 
named the Bhaw Begum ; and by her one 
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only son, Azoph Ul Dowlah, who suc- 
ceeded him . in the sovereignty of Oude. 
I believe the Mahometan law allows a 
man to have four wives ; but Sujah Dow- 
lah had never availed himself of this per- 
mission. The Bhow Begum was the only 
woman whom he had ever married. For 
some years he had lived with her on indif- 
ferent terms. But when he .was in a state 
of distress, in consequence of his hostili- 
ties with the English Government, his wife 
collected all her treasure, and all the force 
which she could draw together, and joined 
lum in his hour of need ; ^ determined to. 
share with him his good or ill success. 
This conduct regained her the affections 
of Sujah Dowlah. From that hour she 
was the person on whose attachment he 
placed the most entire confidence. Those, 
who are not acquainted with the manners 
of an Asiatic Court, can with diflSculty 
form an idea of the power of a woman 
locked up in a zenana, and precluded 
from personal intercourse with men, ex- 
cept such as stand related to her in the 
character of husband or children. But 
the power. of the Bhow Begum in her hus- 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



286 

band's court seems to hare exceeded that 
which is commonly allowed to the wives 
of Sovereigns in Em'ope. She was his 
treasurer : no payment was made except 
authorized by her signature. At his death 
all his treasure was in her apartments, and 
in her possession. Her only son, Azoph 
Ul Dowlah, admitted his mother's right 
to retain a portion of this treasure; but 
contended, that, by the Mahometan law, 
the greater part of it belonged to himself, 
as his father's successor in the Sovereignty 
of Oude. He also urged, that very heavy 
arrears were due to his father's army, and 
that if he were deprived of this treasure he 
should be unable to satisfy their demands. 
The mother declared, that she would keep 
the whole. I do not pretend to know 
enough of the Mahometan law to be able 
to form an opinion on this question be- 
tween the mother and her son. The 
Bengal Government, at that time exercised 
by General Clavering, General Monson, 
and Mr. Francis, espoused the cause of 
tiie Bhow Begum, in opposition ix) the 
opmion of Mr. Hastings. They afiowed 
the lady to retain three parts in foiur of 
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tk^ treasure : by which decision the money 
received by A^oph Ul Dowlah amounted 
only to about eight hundred thousand 
pounds. It was generally believed, that 
the treasure left by Sujah Dowlah much 
exceeded the sum admitted by the Bhow 
Begum to be in her possession ; and it 
was so very difficult to prove all the re- 
mittances of money, which had been made 
to the treasury, that the amount of the 
treasure left by Sujah Dowlah was neces- 
sarily estimated almost wholly by the ad- 
mission of the lady herself. The Bengal 
Government guaranteed to the Bhow Be- 
gum, not only the possession of this trea- 
sure, but also of a large Jaghire^ with the 
exercise of almost sovereign power within 
that district. This decision of the B^igal 
Government compelled Azoph Ul Dowlah 
to begin the exercise of sovereignty under 
great difficulties. ITie discharge of the 
debts left unpaid by his father was claimed 
from him ; and that treasure, with which 
tbey ou^t to have been paid, waa with^ 
h^d from him. Mr. Hastings considered 
the Nabob of Oiide as a dependant on 
the Bengal Govemmecrt; and when the 
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war with France begun in 1778, and tht 
invasion of the Camatic by'Hyder Ali in 
the following year made it necessary for 
him to call forth all the resources of the 
Bengal Empire, he called for supplies of 
men and money from Azoph Ul Dowlah. 
That Prince furnished them cheerfully, 
and to a great amount ; but in the begin- 
ning of the year 1782 there was no money 
in this Prince's treasury ; and he was un- 
able to make his payments to the Bengal 
Government; yet the money was abso- 
lutely necessary to enable that Govern- 
ment to. continue its exertions against 
France and Hyder Ali. In this embarass- 
ment, the ministers of Azoph Ul Dowlah 
suggested the propriety of cancelling that 
division of Sujah Dowlah's treasure be- 
tween the Bhow Begum and her son, 
which, as they said, had been unjustly 
made under the authority of the Bengal 
Government. Mr. Hastings resisted this 
proposal : but he thought it equitable, that 
the mother should come to the assistance 
of her son ; and he therefore consented, 
that the ministers of Azoph Ul Dowlah 
should employ such means as they thought 
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pecuniary assistance, proyided that they 
most carefully abstained from offering any 
mark of disrespect to her person, or any 
violation of the privileges belonging to her 
place ; of residence. When , Azoph Ul 
Dowlah*s ministers had obtained this per- 
mission, they watched the first opportunity 
of finding the Bhow Begum's two princi- 
pal ministers, Johar Ali Catm, and Behar 
AU Cawn^ out of the privileged limits oC 
her residence, and seized their persons. 
These two eunuchs directed sdl the con- 
cerps of the Begum. They were privy to 
the amount of her wealth, and to all her 
other secrets ; and were believed to be the, 
persons, who had principally advised her 
to refuse assistance to her son. It was 
thje design of Azoph Ul Dowlah^s ministers 
tfi intimidate the eunuchs to such a degree, 
2|s tp iuduce them to recommend to their 
mistress to advance money to her son. 
The design succeeded) and, the Begum as- 
s^ted h^r son with five hundmd thousand 
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speech which both sides tif the House 
professed greatly to admire ; for Mr. Pitt 
now openly approved of the impeaclttnent. 
I will acknowledge, that I did not admire 
this speech of Mr. Sheridan. Hie House 
was called on to conc?ur wi'fla Mr. Barke 
in accusing Mr. Hastings. Accusatorial 
fcikictions approach very nearly to judicial 
functions ; and in my opinion ought to be 
exercised with the same caution, and witk 
equal observance of integrity. Mr. Sheri- 
dan'n speech was n6t calculated to inform, 
but to mislead his hearers. The charge 
was adopted. The remaining charges oc^ 
onioned little discussion. The impeach- 
ment oC Mr. Hastings was voted, and car- 
ried up to the House of Lords. 

I have thus "stafted the four political 
ohatges brought by Mr. Bui^ke againW 
Mr. Hastings. The remaining charges 
wci* of much less importance; they re- 
lated chiefly to objections to Mr. Hastings's 
oonduct in the details of his govemm^it. 
Although I took no part in the debate on 
the Begum Charge, I voted against it. 
Mr. Hastings had derived no advantage 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



«91 

to faidisdf from the peittission which he 
had thus granted to the ministers of Azoph 
Ul Dbwlah. He stood the minii^r of the 
BritiiEdi Nation, exercising powers scarcely 
defined by that Nation which had confided 
Ihem to him. He was to exercise these 
powers without being assisted with the ad^ 
vice of ([^ers^ I looked only to the in- 
tegrity of his conduct : I could not bring 
myself to punish him ^r mistakes, even tf 
I had tiiought lliat mistakes had been 
commited. But, in ^m Begum Charge, I 
did not think that Mr. Hastings had made 
w^y mistake. I thought it was equitable, 
that &e unjust dirision of S«rjah Dowlah's 
treasure, which had been made in 1775, 
should be set ouside. 

In ^i!iiB r€«iisti^ 4iie 'impeachtnent of 
Mr. Hatrtings, I am not conscious ^t I 
was influenced by any improper motive. 
I ^had never lived in much iMercoerrse 
with Mr. Frands, but I had always been 
iiHpreissed with the idea of his being a 
main of very considerable abiMes. I ac- 
knowledge, lAfttt I had 'disapf>roved of his 
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conduct while he stood, in the Bengal 
Government, the opponent of. those mea- 
sures, \f hich were recommended by Mr. 
Hastings. The French and Hyder Ali 
had attacked our possessions in India. 
Mr. Hastings thought, that every eflfort of 
the British Empire in India should be em- 
ployed to resist them. Mr. Francis was 
of a different opinion. He scrupulously 
examined every exertion that was pro- 
posed. He viewed it in all its bearings ; 
and raised every objection, which his abili- 
ties and his well-informed mind enabled 
him to bring . forward. My mind had 
beefi accustomed to meditate on the mis- 
fortunes brought on us by the American 
War. At the commencement of that war, 
in 1775, the American Colonies formed 
the Western branch, and our possessions 
in India the Eastern branch of our Em- 
pire. In the course of that war the 
American branch was torn from us. What 
must have been our situation if we -had 
experienced similar misfortunes in India? 
How should we have treated with, France, 
Spain, Holland^ and the United State; of 
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America, at the commencement of th^ 
year 1783, if the British Empire in Iiidia 
had been conquered by our enemies? It 
was preserved to us ; and, ai? I think, its 
preservation was the result of the energies 
of that able statesman, Warren Hastings. 
I had lived in habits of acquaintance with 
Mr. Edmund Burke. I had no prejudices 
against him ; for he had not at that time 
involved my country in the crusade 
against French principles. Before he 
brought forward the charges against Mr. 
Hastings, he conversed with me very fully 
on the subject. I put this question to 
him : " Can you prove, that Mr. Hastings 
ever derived any advantage to himself 
from that misconduct, which you impute 
to him?'' He acknowledged, "that he 
could not ; '' but added, " that his whole 
government of India had been one con- 
tinued violation of the great principles of 
justice.'' Before the charges were laid 
on the table, I had a second conversation 
with Mr. Burke on the subject. When he 
found that I persevered in my opinion, he 
told me, " that in that case I must relin- 
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qubh the friendahip of the Duke of Port- 
land." I replied^ ^' that that would giro 
me pain ; but that I would rather relin«* 
quish the Duke of Portland's friendship 
tlian support an impeachment which I did 
not approve/' We parted, and our intern- 
course was terminated. 
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CHAPITER XIV. 

On Mr* Mdimmd Burk^. 

I MAY perhaps be thought to have 
spoken in some places with too much 
sererity of Mr. Edmund Burke. My 
acquaintance with this gentleman began 
about the year 1780. My intercourse 
with him impressed me with the highest 
idea of his political erudition. I say no- 
thing of hb abilities : my opinion of him 
on that head is the same as is generally 
entertained, viz. that he had great powers, 
with very little judgement. I never had 
any personal difference with him : at the 
commencement of our intercourse my ad- 
miration of him was ^eat ; it gradually 
diminished into disapprobation of his 
measures, and disapprobation gradually 
increased into disesteem. In the autumn, 
1781, when it was visible, that the nation 
was every day becoming more tirod of 
the American War, and that Lord North 
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would be obliged to relinquish it, I was 
very anxious to see union established be- 
tween the friends of the Marquis of Rock- 
ingham and those of the Earl of Shel- 
bume. The friends of the Earl of Shel- 
burne pix)fessed to wish it, and I firmly 
believe that they were sincere. This union 
was prevented by Mr. Burke; the con- 
sequences of the coxitinuance of disunion 
sufficiently appeared on the formation of 
the Cabinet of Eleven in the ensuing 
spring. During the three months that 
Lord Rockingham was minister, in 1782, 
I saw much in Mr. Burke's conduct which 
I disapproved; on the death of that noble 
Marquis, the separation between Mr. Fox 
and the Earl of Shelbume was effected 
solely by the efforts of Mr. Burke. Mr. 
Fox was a\nan of kindness: malice seemed 
to me not to enter into his composdtion; 
and I am very certain that he had no ill 
will to the Earl of Shelbume, even down 
to the hour of the Marquis of Rocking- 
ham's death. 

When the separation between the 
friends of the deceased Marquis and tke^ 
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Earl of Sbelbume took place, there was 
a meeting of the Rockinghams at 
Earl Fitzwilliam*s, and at this meeting, 
Mr. Burke spoke of the Earl of Shelbuime 
in terms so coarse and unmeasured as to 
preclude all possibility of reconciliation. 
When the Rockinghams and Shelbumes 
had separated, there existed three political 
parties, viz.. Lord North's, the late Lord 
Rockingham's, and the Earl of Shel- 
bume's. It was obvious, that whichever 
two of these parties joined, they would be 
too powerful in the House of Commons 
for the third. It may therefore be sup- 
posed, that when Mr. Burke prevailed on 
the Rockinghams to separate *from Lord 
Sheiburne, he had in view a union be- 
tween the Rockinghams and Lord North ; 
but I do not believe that he at that time 
had any such idea. The Duke of Rich- 
mond was very earnest, that the Earl rf 
Sheiburne should be prime minister, and 
that he himsdf should be considered as 
the head of the !Rockingham party. But 
tliis was extremely disagreeable to Mr. 
Burke. He knew, that he had no influ- 
6nce over the Puke of Richmond ; and 
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il was Mr. Burke'sk wiski that the Duke 
of Portland should be brou^from Ire- 
Ismdj and proclaimed chief of the kite 
Mavqui&^s frii^;ids. He urged this ar- 
rangement, because he knew that the 
Duke of Portland wodbd be entireljr under 
his guidance ; and he sacrificed the poli- 
tical strength of his party to his own per- 
sonal wishes. 

William Ed^i was l^ie mezzanoj who 
effected the coaBtioii between Lord Norl^ 
and Mr. Fox ; or, as the late Duke of 
Norfolk, while Earl of Surrey, expressed 
it in the House of Commcms, ^^ He was 
the priest who married us*'' During the 
nine mimths in 1783, that the Coalitionists 
were in possession oTthe administration, 
they were wholly under the guidance of 
Mr. Burke« His arrogance was sufficiently 
disgusting* He ultimately ruined them 
by his India Bill. It was much to be re- 
iprettedy tihat when the Marquis of Rock* 
ingham came into office in 1765, his inex- 
perience in public busoness should ha¥e 
made it i^cessary that he should have 
about him a pei'son vAia mi^t act as hb 
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guide. I believe }dr. Burke wa^ a very 
proper perscm for the situation. For hia 
failings did not perhaps at that time exist. 
They grew up afterwards gradually, aa 
their ^owth was encouraged by the occa- 
sion. . While the Duke of Portland was 
first Lord of the Treasury, Mr- Burke^a 
influence was more authoritative than it 
had been during the life of the Marquis 
^ Rockingham For Lord Rockingham, 
when he woukl venture ta do it, was 
eiqpable of thinking for himself. 

When Mr. Burke brought forward his 
accusation against Mr. Hastings, he soU^- 
cited me to support him. In the course 
of our discussion, he tcrfd me, that if I 
declined supporting him, I must relinquish 
tibe friendship of the Duke of Portland ; 
and my comnectiofi widi Mr. Burke, as 
well as with the Duke of Portland^ was 
Irom that hour terminated. While Mr. 
Burke was tiie guide of the Marquis of 
Rockingham and of the Duke of Portland, 
he inculcated more openly than ever had 
been done befOTe, ^^ that every man ought 
to be enlisted in a party : that a member 
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of the House of Commons ought not to 
consider the merit of the question imme- 
diately before the House : that he should 
only consider whether he wished the mi- 
nister to remain in office, or that his rivals 
should take his place/' He inculcated 
this doctrine both in his speeches and his 
pamphlets : it always appeared to me a 
doctrine .highly unconstitutional; but it 
served the views of Mr. Burke, as it re- 
commended him to the leaders of his 
party; for he accompanied the doctrine 
with this addition, ^^ that as the ancestors 
of those leaders had placed the Brunswicks 
on the throne, they had a right to be the 
ministers, and . to dictate the political 
measures which should be pursued/' 

" . ■■ ■ ■ ? 
But the great injury, which Mr. Burke 
did to his country, was by preaching the 
crusade against French principles. He 
was emphatically the Peter the Hermt^ 
who preached up this holy war- I. con- 
sider this as the great measure of his life> 
and if I ihave ever spoken of him with 
harshness, my language .has been the re- 
sult of my feelings on this subject. The 
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French Revolution, at its very commence- 
ment, excited great alarm in the minds of 
princes and nobles, especially of German 
Princes. It is well known that George III. 
did not conceal his opiniQn on this head. 
Mr. Burke expressed his disapproba^ 
tion of the French Revolution at an 
early period : his language gradually be- 
came more violent : he professed to wish 
to excite all parties. , Not only all parties, 
but every religious sect in the British Em^ 
pire was called on to exert itself. He did 
not cpnfine himself to the limits of Great 
Britain and Ireland ; he endeavoured to 
rouse every part of the Continent. His 
son was sent to a meeting of princes and 
ministers at Coblentz. The Emperor 
Leopold and. the King of Prussia were 
excited by Mr. Burke's publications. In 
a word, he left no means unemployed to 
inflame the whole of Europe to the adop? 
tion of his opinion. The German Princes 
were the first who were prevailed on to 
move. 1 believe that Prince Kaunitz, the 
prime minister of the Emperor Leopold, 
dissuaded bis master from undertaking a 
wftr agawstFr^ce. The Emperor Joseph 
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Ittd left severad parts of tus dominions in 
a state of agitation ; particularly the Ne^ 
therlands, and Hungary. The Empress 
Maria Theresa had been much beloved in 
tlie Netherlands ; but the Emperor Joseph^ 
her son, had contrived to set the monastic 
orders and the nobles in that country 
against him. Their discontent had led 
them to take arms ; but on the death of 
the Emperor Joseph,* his successor Leo^ 
pold found means to appease tiiem. 
Mtich ill humour however still remained 
among them. Matters were not muoh 
better in Hungary, where the Emperor 
Joseph had much disgui»ted the nobles; 
Prince Kaunitz tiiought it would be more 
advantageous to the Emperor Leopoid to 
regain the ajOfections of his discontented 
subjects, tlian to embark in a war with 
FVance, But this wise minister was over- 
ruled : war was resolved on ; and the 
King of Prussia became the ally of ike 
Emperor. Mr. Burke ^eems to have had 
more difficulty in England. He at lengdi 
prevailed on the p2«ty of tfce great Whig 
families to declare for war. But Mr. Pitt 
hesitated. He yielded at iast wiA reluct- 
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ance. But though he consented that war 
should be undertaken, he does not appear 
ever to have adopted Mr. Burke's opi- 
nion as to the motive for the war. 
Mr. Burke's.opinion was, that war should 
be undertaken to re-establish France ex- 
actly in that state in which it had existed 
before llie commenoevs^tit of the Revohi* 
tion ; or, according to the technical Iml- 
giiage of tiaatday, to re-establidi iJie anden 
regime. Mr. Pitt viewed it as a political 
war; the object with him was a dimi- 
nutkm of the power of France. The two 
db[^cts were inconsistent with each other* 
TTie crusade has lasted nearly thirty years. 
Europe has already suffered much ; and I 
fear h^ sufferings are not at an end. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

On the Slave Trade. 

I WAS in the House of Commous during 
the discussions on the Abolition of the 
Slave Trade; but I never voted on the 
subject : there were circumstances which 
led me to hesitate : and where I doubted 
on which side I ought to vote, I thought 
it most safe to abstain from voting at aU.> 
No man can like the Slave Trade. It is 
oppressive to the slave ; it is more inju- 
rious to the master, for it corrupts his mo^ 
rals ; accustoming him to believe, that he 
may live with other human creatures with- 
out being subject to the restraint of moral 
duties. 

Perhaps there is no country in Europe 
in which the proportion of slaves to free- 
men was at one time greater than it was 
in England. I apprehend that this was 
owing to the Heptarchy. The division 
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of the country into seven kin^oms pro* 
duced wars : wars occasioned captives^ and 
captives became slaves. Serui quia set- 
vabantur. The wi9e decisions of our courts 
of law, assisted by other, circumstances, 
effectuated enfranchisement. I will men* 
ti<m some of these circumstances. Firsts 
the courts of law decided, that an iUegiti* 
mate child could not be a slave, or, as our 
law calls him, a ^erf, <h* viUein. He could 
ii^erit no advantage from his parents ; it 
would therefore have been unreasonable 
that he should inherit a disadvantage. 
Secondly, if the female slave, or, as she is 
called in our law books, a nie/e, married 
a ffeeman^ ^e became enfranchised dur- 
ing the coverture, and her children were 
free. Thirdly, if the male slave becamci 
a monk he became free. Jt was the same 
if the female slave became a nun. Ther^ 
were many other decision^ of the qourts of 
law, which favoured the enfr^chisement 
of villeins. I will only mention one more, 
and I shall select that because it was made 
9X solate a period as the reign of JtichardU*, 
af^d in. oppositpion tfi the wishes of the 
legi^l^ure. If A^ the villein qf B» brought 
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an acdoii En a court ei law against B, and 
B fikaded m har qf hk acHcriy llMMigli A 
ftoled in kis suit, yet A, tiie villein, be^ 
came enfrancUsed ; for B, by pleading in 
bar to his action, had bleated A as a 
freeman; and he could not afterwardbi 
iabify \m own admission. To prevent 
tiiis inconvenience, B was under the ne^ 
cessity of fkading in abatement^ or dis* 
abiiity of A's person. His plea therefore 
would regularly have run in these words, 
*^ Tliat he, B, was not bound to answer 
A's action, because that he. A, was Ins 
villein, regardant to B's manor of Wei-* 
Imgton in tiie comity of Somerset-'' To 
this plea in abatement. A, according to the 
regular course of pleading, ought to have 
replied in liiese words, viz. ; ^ That he. A,- 
was free, mtfumt this : that he. A, was the 
villein of B, regardant to B's manor of 
Wdlingtoa in the county of Somerset**' 
Then, according to the ordinary rules of 
pleading, this question, whether A was a 
vfilein regardant to B^s manor of Wel- 
lington in the county of Somerset, ou^ 
to have been tried by a jury of Somerset!-' 
Ahwe. But, in fevour df liberty, the cousti 
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of pleading, and decided, that A should 
be allowed to plead in a manner different 
from what was commonly prescribed.' 
and they allowed A to plead in these 
words, viz. " That he. A, was free,'* omit^ 
ing any answer to the othef part of B's 
plea. By this advantage thus allowed to 
A, the question or issue between A and B 
was no longer accompanied with any cir* 
cumstances of locality. The issue or 
question between the parties was simply 
whether A zms freCy and was therefore to 
be tried by a jury of that county in which 
A had brought his action. In the seven* 
teenth of Richard II. an Act of Parlia- 
ment was passed, reciting an inconveni- 
ence from this mode of pleading, and 
applying a remedy. The act recited, that 
k often happened, that a villein fled into a 
town, where the inhabitants were disposed 
to fkvour the claim of freedom. That he 
then brought a fictitious^ and colourable 
action against his lord, with a view to one 
of these two advantages, vh. ♦* That if 
the lord pleaded in bar of his acticm, he, 
Ae vHlein, night be enfranchised by his 

X 2 
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lord's plaa : and if the lord pleaded in 
disability of his person, and in abatement 
of his action, that then the plea mi^ be 
tried by a jury every way disposed to find 
in the villein's favour/' To remedy this 
mischief, the statute enacted, that the lord 
might plead in bar of the yilleias action ; 
accompanying his plea with a protestation, 
tiiat the plaintiff was his villein : and 
that a plea in bar, accompanied with this 
protestation, should not render the villein 
free. This statute was written in the 
French language. It was manifestly in- 
tended for the protection of the lord's 
interest against the ill founded claim of 
his villein- Sir Edward Coke, in com- 
menting on this statute, translated it in- 
correctly ; and having, from this circum- 
stance, puzzled himself, concludes by say- 
ing, ^^ it is a perplexed statute, and that he 
does not know what to make of it.^ The 
words ^ which Sir Edward' Coke trans- 
lated incorrectly are the following. The 
statute recites, that the villein flies into a 
tpwn, 01^ il est fort a trier envers son seigneur. 
Sir Edward Coke translate? these words. 
Where it is hard to try against hh lard; 
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Wh^read the true traMlation is, Where he^ 
the villein J is pcwerful in trial against his lord. 
And thus, by this mistake in the transla* 
tion. Sir Edward Coke supposes the legis- 
lature to have had in view a mischief 
directly the reverse of that which they 
really had in view, and which they wished 
to remedy. But the wise solicitude of 
our courts of law, to increase the number 
of Ireemen, defeated these efforts of the 
legislature to preserve the character of 
villeins in England. For the courts^ de- 
cided, that if the plaintiff recovered, his 
acticm then could not be deemed fictitious 
and colourable. It was therefore not 
a case within the statute. The de- 
fendant was nt^ entitled to any benefit 
under the statute, and the villein was en* 
franchised by the defendant's plea. 

Perhaps one of the circumstances, which 
the most contributed to the enfranchise- 
ment of our villeins, is that which is gene^ 
rally considered as one of the greatest 
calamities recorded in our history: I 
mean the long civil war between the 
houses of Yoiic and Lancaster. The 
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lords enfranctuMd tbeir villeing, that they 
might use them as soldiers. It is a com^ 
moo expression in the historians of that 
period, in speaking of a great lord who 
took part in the civil wars, senitia armmok. 
And, as an inducemaat to the villeins to 
serve as soldiers, they enfranchised them, 
and granted them lands to be held by 
copy of court roll. Sir Edward Coke, 
who wrote in the reign of James L, says, 
that half the land in !En^bnd was at that 
time copyhold. As the proportion of 
Gopjrhold land is now very much dimi- 
nished, it is possible that some people 
may doubt the accuracy of Sir Edward 
Coke's assertion. But let it be recol- 
lected^ that a great propwtion of the land 
in the western counties was even so kte 
as in the memory of people now living, 
held by leases for ninety-nine years de- 
terminable on Uve^. And wherever this 
jMractice prevailed, there is great reason 
to believe, that the lands had antecedently 
been held by copy of court rott* 

Wherever Slavery has prevailed, it has 
generally been the result of conquest 
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On the^ fiUi of the Romwi Empire^ tk« 
Nortbom nations overran France, Spaiii, 
Portugal, and Italy. They establii^ed 
servitude in all these eoni^ries. The 
N<Mrmans conquered Edoi^i^. Whelblcir 
diey reduced any of the Sa»>nsi to^ slavery, 
or were contented with the slaves wbioai 
they found in the island, is a questiqa 
on which I have not formed any €f>iniQn^ 
During the time of the Roman Republic 
much of the population of Italy consisted 
of slaves. We know also, that a large 
proportion of the inhabitants of Athe^d 
wBre slaves. It ivias probably the same, 
in other states of Greece. We iind m 
the Old Testament^ that « Joseph was sold 
to the Midianites passing from Palestine 
into Egjrpt. If the practice of canrymg 
slaves into Egypt had not been esta- 
bHdied, it is not probable^ either that 
Joseph's l»rethren would have thou^t of 
selling bim, or that the Midianites wo^ 
have purchiesed him. These MidiaQit0s 
were probably a caravan of slave vmfr 

>' Zjet it not be suppodedj that I am^ a 
Mmd to Slavery, because I thus r0i|iai:l& 
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dn its antiquity « My only <iiftc«ity ris 
nbout Uie best means of alx^hk^ S^- 
veiy. I doubt whethw it ever can be 
Abolished by the means wMck have b«n 
adopted. I^ inhabitants (^ the southern 
and western parts of the United Stat^ of 
America will with ^eat reluctance \» 
brought to relinquish the use oi daves. 
In Spanish and Portuguese America, all 
attempts to abolish the Slave Trade wJU 
be unsuccessful. I have remaiiced, idKit 
the change of the race of the inhabitants 
j^^in most countries been occasioned!:^ 
conquest. But this will not be the case 
in respect to ihe Negroes carried to Ame^ 
lica. They will be carried lliere as' slaves, 
but the inhabitants will gradually bedcnsse 
a mixed race. 

When the Ab6lition of the Stave Trade 
was first suggested in the House of Orai* 
mons, I did not think, that the means, by 
which it was proposed that the abolition 
should be effected, w^e judicimis^ : I had 
entirely approved of ^e meawresntey 
which it was hoped that the sufferings of 
the slaves in their passage frcmi: Afiri^ to 
ike West Indies might be diminished. The 
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lMHiiity> given to thme captains, who tnoiih 
pknted thdhr slaves widli the sinallert ave^ 
rage < loss, apfieared likely to produce ^e 
most b^ieficial conaequ^oices. I thought 
lias idea should ! have , been farther ex- 
fended. I tiiiought no slaves should be 
allowed to be transported from Africa to 
tlie islands, except in large ships. In a 
large . ship ti^ number of the crew frees 
tliem from ^pr^ension of the i&aurrec-f 
tion of their slaves. And from this cir-* 
immstance, they are enabled to allow 
niore indulgence to the Negroes. The 
number of the slaves on bcmrd each ship 
ought by law to have been regulated/ and 
prpponticmed to the tcmnage. I believe, 
tfaat sinoe the! op0n exportation of slaves 
has been prohibited^ much misery b^s 
been expmenced by liie slaves, from^^eir 
being carried by contraband in small 
ship! immoderately crowded. 3 

But my daef hope of an ameliaradoii 
in the conditicm of the slaves was from 
the d^sions of the courts of law. I be* 
lieve, that the courts in the West ludieiis 
still persevere in iiot permitting la N^d 
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te give encknee in any cause^ ^tfaer civii 
er criminaL I caimot conceive how ikn 
maxim has arisen. It certainly is not 
drawn from the common law of England. 
If the veracity of the witness is doubted^ 
from the circumstance of his being a 
slave, let the objectbn go to his credit, 
not to his competency^ As the law now 
stands, the Negro is considered as below 
the rank of a reasonable being* When 
the Negroes were brought to the islsmd^ 
the legislature craght to have provided, as 
far as possible, that every Negto should 
be annexed to some plantation: that he 
should become gkba oicriptus^ and that he 
should never afterwards be sold to any 
other master except with the plantation. 
As the law now stands, the judgement 
creditor may levy his debt by the sale of 
die Negroes on the plantation, and titins 
break the nearest connections. Privitegei 
might have been granted to such Negroes 
as were bom within tife island, for they 
are not lio Ukely to take part in insurrec-^ 
tion as the Negroes newty imported- By 
these, and other simikr regulations^ the 
legislature and the courts of Istw tliipt 
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Negro, and gradually elevated him to the 
character of a subject But this plan was 
not approved of. The Trade was to be 
immediately abolished : its abolition was 
voted by Parliament ; but it has not yet 
been effected. And I doubt whether 
that abolition ever will be effected by the 
means pursued. 



• i 
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CHAPTER XVL 

fViU Revolution prodvce an increase of Hap^ 
piness to Mankind? 

This is a question, which must frequently 
recur to every reflecting mind. I have 
no hesitation in saying, that I think Revo- 
lution will add to the happiness of man- 
kind. The only country in which we have 
yet seen a Revolutionary Government com- 
pletely established is America : and there 
the prosperity of the People has been 
more rapidly increased than it is probable 
Aat it would have been under the old Go- 
vernment. Before the independence of 
the United States of America, the go- 
vernors sent from Great Britain to its 
colonies were, for the most part, neces- 
sitous courtiers; and the object of Go- 
vernment was to check the growth of the 
Colonies. 
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In France the Revolution is not yet 
completed : for although a Representative 
Government is established, those who 
are entrusted with the exercise of that 
Government are considered by the People 
as desirous of destroying it. The atten- 
tion of the People is therefore employed 
anxiously jto watch over the Executive 
Government, and to defeat its e£forts. 
I will add, that llie improvements akeady 
derived fircMn the Revolution in France are 
so great and so visible, that the People 
will never submit to see the arufien regime 
re«established. 

In Spain we at present only see the 
beginning of a revolution: but the seed 
is sown, and a Revolutionary Government 
will be established in that country. 
Probably Governments will be established 
in the Spanish Colonies of a character 
similar to that, which is about to be. 
established in the mother country. ^Fhis 
will be fortunate ; for similitude of go- 
vernment, will promote their intercourse 
and connection with each other. On^ 
circum3tance will probably be an intfne- 
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diate consequence of a revolution in 
Spain. If llie Spanish Governibent re- 
mains unaltered, Cuba must very soon 
belong either to ' the United States of 
America or to Great Britain. But if 
Revdutionary Governments are esta- 
Mished in Old Spain and the Spanish 
Colonies on the Continent, Cuba may 
adoj^ a similar Government, and become 
a member of that confederacy. A revo- 
lution in Old Spain, if accompanied by 
the establishment of free Governments in 
her Colonies, will produce a most rapid 
improvement. Her agriculture, her ma- 
nufactures, her commerce, and her naval 
power, will soon increase to such an ex- 
tent as must give her great weight in the 
affairs of Europe. I have said her naval 
power ; for an unfettered intercourse be- 
tween Old Spain and the Spanish Colonies 
wiU create a marine, equal to that which 
now exists in any other state in Europe. 

I am not sufficiently acquainted with 
&e state of Germany, or Italy, to be aMe 
to form any opinion how far it is pro- 
bable, that a Revolutionary Oovemment 
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may be established in either of those two 
countries. 

In Great Britain we have a Representa- 
tive Government. Some few abuses have 
been allowed to creep into it: correct 
those abuses, and Revolution will not tak« 
place. But if diose abuses are not cor- 
rected, an Oligarchy will be established, 
which will fetter Royalty, humiliate Aris- 
tocracy, and trample on the People. Such 
Ml Oligarchy will be removable only by 
Revolution. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

On the Consequences of the RevoltUian in 
Spain. 

Toulouse, March 14, 1820. 
An account has been this morning received 
in this city, that the King of Spain has 
accepted the Constitution declared by the 
Cortes in 1812. This circumstance must 
influence the happiness of many millions. 
I have already made some remarks on the 
probability of such an event; but now 
that^ the Revolution in Spain is complete, ; 
I am unavoidably led to extend my reflec- 
tions. The first circumstance which will 
occur to every man is, that there is now 
a second revolution in Europe, brought 
about by the standing army of the country^ 
For although the commercial cities and 
men of education were joined with the 
army in producing this Revolution, yet 
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the army was certainly the most efficient 
instrument Knowledge had spl-ead itself 
in the Spanish army, and it rose to rescue 
its country from wretchedness and igno- 
miny. 

The first country in which we have seen 
a new Govemmeiit establisljed by Re- 
volution is America. The obstinate per- 
severance of George III., in his endeavours 
to c<Hnpel the inhabitants of the British 
Gol<mies to submit to a violation of Uieir 
rights, has given birth to a new nation, 
called the United States of America. The 
Government established in this nation is 
without King, or Nobles, or political 
Church : and history does not afford us an 
example of any nation, in which the hap- 
piness of the inhabitants, or the prosperity 
of the whole, considered collectively,* has 
been more rapidly increased. TTiere were 
primary causes, which must at some 
moment or other have produced a 
change in the French Government : 
but the R^cdution in America cer- 
tainly accelerated the Revoluticm in 
France. 
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The French Remoiutton Itas brougfclt 
fbrward die Revolution m Spain. In both 
lliese countri^ r^v^oltition kts been 1^ 
work ^ stsmding armies. Kings ha^e 
been accustomed to consider standing 
armies as that support of their power on 
which they could most rely : let them 
pohder on^^what they have seen in France 
and in Spain. German Princes have beeti 
afaready led to this reflection by what has 
taken place in France ; and tfiey ha?ve 
entertained a hope, that they should be 
able to stop the progress of liberty by whd% 
they have been pleased to denominate a 
H^ Alliance ; for tliis is the name which 
Kings have impudently given to their con- 
federacy against the liberties of mankind. 
This Holy Alliance has not been able to 
prevent the Revolution in Spain. Wii^^ 
evier may be the wish of the Bourbonis in 
France, they have not dared to send Aeil: 
troops to the assistance of Ferdinand. 
Had they sent Fr^ch troops, these would 
most probably have joined the insui^MS^; 
and liiey hesitated to employ their S#itis 
oorp». They endeavbnt^d to tetaiH 4h 
France those Spanish patriots, wlio bad 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



its 

been obliged to tbke Irefuge in ^at cbttn 
tty : but even in this their efforts irere 
liseflfectual; for ttiost of the Spanish re- 
fugees found meaite to return to Spain. 
Austria attd t^rttssia could send no assist* 
ance to the King of Spain, because they 
tiad no shipping td transport their troops; 
and although Russia ttiight have setit as-^ 
distance by sea, it could not have arrived 
in Spain before the summer. Knowledge 
has spread itself in the army of the King 
of Prussfei. What sentiments must not he 
be inspired with by this Spanish Revoki- 
\it^l Can he entertain the hope^ that his 
army will assist him to keep doWn the 
general wish of his subjects for a Repre- 
sentative Government? Throughout the 
ProteW;ant part of Oertnany this wish is 
everywhere prevalent; arid it does not 
appear^ that there is iii any part of Ger-- 
ttiany much personal attachment from the 
subjects to their sovereigtts. In the Ca- 
ttiolfc part of ©ermany khowledge has 
iMade less pragress i itis prtfbftblfe th«fte^ 
fdt^i that a tle^lutioii will tiift tak^ place 
teliife Catholic part of GerriiaAy, ^6 soAoi 
ifea* Wiil iii ih^ Prole^artt ^art. Th6 im^ 

Y 2 
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pending downfal of the Papal power will 
occasion a change in the Government of 
Italy. I will not pretend to say what 
effects such a change may produce. There 
can be little doubt but lliat Portugal will 
soon follow the example of Spain.. The 
Braganza family cannot hold bodi Brazil 
and Portugal : whichever of these two 
countries this family may choose to reside 
in, the other will withdraw itself from its 
subjection. Whether the animosity which 
has so long subsisted between the Portu- 
guese and Spaniards will prevent Portugal 
from uniting itself to Spain, I cannot say ; 
but the union would be advantageous to 
both countries. Should a Representative 
Government be established in Spain, a 
similar constitution in her American Pro- 
vinces, and the whole united by a Confe- 
deracy, the Spanish empire will instantly^ 
become of the first importance, both in 
Europe and in America. The United 
States of America will probably first f^el 
her influence : she will not consent to the 
cession of the two Floridas. The province 
fif Mexico is much interested to prevent 
this cession ; and, when supported by the 
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mother country, Mexico will be able to 
prevent it. 

A Confederacy, such as I have sug- 
gested, will create the most formidable 
barrier to the growth of the United States 
of America. It will check their growth 
to the westward : for although the western 
part of the United States is the richest 
country, and that from which the greatest 
improvement may be expected, yet it ii 
at present the least defensible part: the 
Spanish force would be able' to prevent its 
progress Cuba, likewise, would be pre- 
served from the dominion, either of the 
United States of America, or of Great 
Britain. The same language, with simili- 
tude of habits, and descent from the same 
common ancestors, render such a Confe- 
deracy probable. It is possible, that the 
cruelties practised during the late civil 
war in America may have alienated the 
inhabitants of that country from Old 
Spain ; but those cruelties are more 
justly to be attributed to Ferdinand 
and his ministers, than to the people 
of Spain. Both hemispheres have be^i 
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^trugj^ing for the $ftme object ; vm^ 
civil liberty. 

Thig newly created Spanish empire will 
h*Ye the means of commerce beyond any 
other nation in the world. Commerce will 
give her a military marine. Towards the 
close of the fifteenth century, when Fer- 
dinand miited Castile and Arragon by hia 
marriage with Isabella, Spain was more 
advanced than any other nation of Europe^ 
in science, in literature, in agriculture, in 
commerce, and, above all, in the love oi 
ciyiUiberty. Is it not possible, that we 
may soon see the Spanish character re- 
newed in all its strength, the ornament of 
the human race ? But even though such 
a Confederacy ^ould not take place, 
Mexico will check the growth of the 
United States, and prevent them from 
j^cquiring either the Floridas or Cuba. 

Another consequence of tiie tranquillity 
likely to take place in Spanbh America 
will be the incr^aae of her productjonsj, 
both agricultural ajad mineral; ae^ ne% 
brajaches of commerce will be ojjpieneid 
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l]K>th with India and China. The dsta-* 
blishment of a free Constitution in Spain 
will form an epoch in the history of mann 
Hind- 

We have seen, for some years past, 
attempts to stop the exportation of Slaves 
from Africa to Ainejrica. I have alre^Kiy 
said, in the course of the&e reflections, 
that 1 always thou^t that these efforts 
would be ineJSectual. If the Spanish Co- 
lonies severally establish Representative 
Governments, they will not submit to be 
pirohibited from transporting Negroes from 
Africa to America. Their desire to bring 
that fertile country into cultivation wiU 
induce them to resist the restraint. The 
arguments, which have been employed to 
excite an abhorrence of the Slave Trade, 
have been of two sorts ; viz. first, that the 
trade was repugnant to humanity ; se*- 
condly, that it was repugnant to the Chrii^ 
tian religion. Political objections, whidi 
perh^s are tlie strongest, have nbt been 
much resorted to. I will achiiowl^dge, 
that I have never been able to discover 
any passage^ either in the Old or New 
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Testament, prohibiting such a trade. Jo- 
seph was certainly sold by his brethren to 
a caravan of slave merchants. This was 
an act of wickedness ; but it is censured 
only as the wicked act of individuals. I 
do not recollect in the New Testament 
any reference to the trade in 'Slaves. In 
respect to the inhumanity consequent on 
the Slave Trade, every man must think of 
it with extreme regret, but there certainly 
are means, by which the sufferings of the 
Negroes may be diminished. Nations 
have most conmionly changed their places 
of abode in the shape of conquering ar- 
mies : the Negroes change it in the character 
of slaves : it may be doubtful which mode 
occasions the greatest loss of human life. 
As late as the treaty of Utrecht, we bar- 
gained for the exclusive privilege of selling 
Negroes in Spanish America ; and we did 
not relinquish this privilege till the peace 
of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748. If my me- 
mcMry is not incorrect, the negociation for 
peace between Mr. Pitt and M. Bussy, in 
1761, failed of success, because Mr. Pitt 
demanded a cession of more factories on 
the western side of Africa, than the French 
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minister chose to yield. Those factories 
were only wanted for the purpose of car- 
iying on the Slave Trade more extensively. 
I mention these circumstances with a view 
to remind those, who are most zealous for 
the abolition, to how late a period the 
Trade in Slaves has not been considered 
as immoral. If, when fairly contemplated, 
it is found to increase human misery, every 
man must wish it to be abolished : but the 
improvement of those parts of America, 
which are yet uncultivated, will most pro- 
bably render its abolition impracticable. . 

A Representative Government in 
Spain will render the re-establishment of 
the . anden regime in France impossible. 
Nobles and fanatics may make the at- 
tempt, but it will only occasion their own 
destruction. 

When, in a former place, I spoke of a 
Revolution in Spain, I spoke of it only as 
a probable event ; but a Revolution has 
now actually taken place in that country. 
The Constitution, which the people call 
for, is that which the Cortes voted in 1812. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



330 

and if it sliould be ultimately ^Qpte4« t\m 
Government of Spain must be coosid^r^d 
as republican. The Spani^ Colonies iq 
America are in a different situation no^ 
from what they were in 1812. Mo?t prq-r 
bably they will be formed into Inde- 
pendent States^ and united with the mot^r 
country by a Confederacy. Such an ayr 
rangement would give more force to the 
Confederated States of the Spanish. EiOft? 
pire than they could possess if under one 
government. Portu^l will very soon fQl- 
low her example. 

What influence mus4; not the Spanish 
Revolution have on Fjance? At. the 
commepcement of thia winter^ the ftbject 
of the French Government was CQC#aed 
to the change of the law. of Elections, ajiti 
of the law for recruiting the Ari»y. ©y 
changing the first, they hoped to give to 
the Noblesse more influence in the elec- 
tion of the Chamber of Deputie$ : by 
changing the latter^ they hoped to give to 
the Noblesse the compniissioias in the army^ 
The assassination of the Dtoke de Berti 
induced the French Government to e^xtmd 
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their views ; aad they Hstve brought fiir^ 
wajd two other projects^; w. a bill for 
re-^stablLsJbing lettres d^ cachSt^ and another. 
bill for establishing a censure on the Presa. 
The first project has been carried into 
^ect : the two Chambers have, passed it 
in|;p a law. The second will most probas 
bly Igie a4opt^. The pretence fc* the 
cenaare on the Press i^, that the minds of 
roen are heated by poUtical publications ; 
and this is- true. But X40uvel wiU most 
probably be found to have been excited to 
the assassination of the Duke de Berri by 
those publications, which held out the 
necessity of reTestablishing the andm w- 
gme; and these are publications, which 
the French Government does not wish to 
repress. Letfym de eachSt can have very 
Uttle effect where the bias of the nation id 
apposed to the wishes of the Government. 
The army, the commercial interest, and 
men of reading and reflection, unite 
in wishing to preserve a Representative 
Government in France. The noblesse, 
tjhe fanatics, and the Bourbons, oppose 
thetn. The strength of tlfie two parties is 
so^ unequal, that t^ere can be little doubt 
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which must be overpowered, devolution 
will probably soon take place in the Pro- 
testant part of Germany ; perha{>s even in 
the Catholic part 

England may avert Revolution : but it 
can only avert it by a Reform of the 
House of Commons. I will acknowledge, 
that I have accustomed myself to think, 
lliat this Reform might be effected by 
correcting abuses, and repairing on the 
old foundation ; and that I have listened 
with aversion to the proposal of Universal 
Suffrage. The new Spanish Constitution 
seems to hold out something, which ap- 
proaches very near to Universal Suflrage : 
it remains to be seen whether it can be 
carried into effect. But when the People 
of England see a pure Representative Go- 
vernment established in the United States 
of America, in Spain, in France, perhaps 
even in Portugal; can it be supposed, that 
they will be content with that mutilated 
and disfigured Representation, which now 
exists in the House of Commons ? They 
certainly will require a more perfect Re- 
presentation of the People. They will be 
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led to call for this, not solely from theore* 
tical reflections, but from their sufferings 
under that immoderate load of taxes, which 
has been imposed on them in consequence 
of the unnecessary wars of George III. 

A Question. Will not the hatred ex- 
cited by Kings against the principles of 
Liberty excite, in the course of its re- 
action, hatred to the Magistracy of Roy- 
alty? 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 

On the C<m8equence8 of the Transitim from 
m Agricidtural to a Mamfucturing tind 
.^ Co^mnfrcied Ch^iracter. . . : 

At the commencement of the Rebellion, 
in 1640, England must be considered as 
an agricultural nation. The cod fishery 
on the banks of Newfoundland was scarcely 
discovered ; and the herring fishery, at 
that time the great fishery of Europe, was 
in the possession of the Dutch. The Dutch 
also possessed the carrying trade. The 
French were the manufacturers of Europe. 
England possessed scarcely any manufac- 
ture, except that of woollen. This she 
owed to the refuge, which Queen Eliza- 
beth had afforded to the manufacturers 
driven out of the Low Countries by the 
Duke of Alva. The Navigation Act, esta- 
blished by Oliver Cromwell, gave liie first 
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spring to English commerce; and fform 
tfeat period to the pi'eiSent day ^e have 
gradually relinquished the character of an 
Agricuhural, and assumed that of a manu- 
fecturing and commercial nation. From 
the peace of Aix la Chapelle, in 1748, to 
the commencement of the seven yeari' 
war, in 1756, England seems still to ha\re 
retained its agricultural character. The 
price of corn was low. The Journals of 
the House of Commons show, that, during 
that period, a large sum of money Was 
atmiially granted to assist the export of 
our corn. 

The wars during the reign of George III - 
seem to hAve had the greatest eflfect 
in producing the change. I will not pte- 
stirne to state how they have produced this 
change ; but I belieVfe the^y have produci^d 
it. They have changed the natut-e of ih^ 
property fVom real to personal; for the 
National Debt, as well as the increased 
moveable, i^ ^11 personal property. This 
transition hlas changed the riatioiikl cha- 
r^Cteir. War has been !fo advahta^ebus 
lo hiany ihdiVidi^lfi, tfiftt the p66p>e Wavfe 
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been easily deluded into unnecessary wars. 
From the commencement of the year 1775 
to the present time (a space of forty-five 
years) we can scarcely be said to have 
had more than ten years of peace. An 
immense debt has been the consequence. 
During the war begun in 1793, the oppo- 
sition concurred with the ministry in the 
wish for war : taxes were therefore laid 
with very little consideration of the man- 
ner in which they bore upon the people. 
The only object was to destroy those 
French principles, on the destruction qf 
which certain great nobles had persuaded 
themselves that their power depended. 
THieir efforts failed : the principles of the 
French Revolution have been established ; 
and Great Britain is left with a debt, a 
great part of which she must either get 
rid of, or relinquish her station among the 
other nations of the world. Dividends 
payable by the public are of the nature of 
pensions; with this difference, that divi- 
dends have been sold by the public, while 
pensions have been gratuitously granted. 
But whether sold or gratuitously granted, 
if they exceed what the public revenue 
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can pay, tfaey will iiece$$ai41y be dimir 
aisbed. Whenever the event happ^fis^ th^ 
distress will be extreme : I think of it 
with terror: but I know the time will come 
when Troy must fall ! 

It is to be hoped, that those men ^o 
may be in power when this evetit ^U 
take place will do every thing they can 
to diminiBh the calamity. The most rigo* 
rous retrenchment, the abidition of gra«- 
tuitous Pensions and unnecessary Places, 
tJhe saie of Crown Lands, perhaps even <lf 
Qmrc'h and Corporation Lands, ought afl 
to be ri^orted to before a suspension of 
dividends should take place. Above ally' 
we should avoid embarking in any more 
uBtndcessary wars. Let the nadons of the 
world B^tlle themsdives m ^they piease, 4»* 
rather iu'die manner wlach tchanee may 
occasiog. No st^te^nan has sufficient 
p^n^rtttioh to foresee the ^flS^cts of thut 
War in wWch h^ embarks his coimta-y. We! 
began the crUsiadeagaini^t Frendh prinbi*-^ 
pfles in i&e year 179S. Did tiboi^ in^ 
began that war expect ^e consequences 
wycK hsiive ^fefiowed &on> it ? For Freia^ 
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principles have most certainly been esta- 
blished in France, and will most probably 
be established in Spain and her Colonies. 
I believe, that none of those, who excited 
us to war in Spain, will venture to say, 
that they at that time wished to see the 
principles of Civil Liberty estabUshed in 
that country ; yet they will probably live 
to see those principles established there. 
Did those ministers, who in April 1806. 
brought forward the doctrine of blockade, 
intend to establish manufactures in.Ger-. 
many ? Human foresight is too uncertain 
to justify ministers in risking the happi- 
ness of nations by embarking in specula- 
tive projects. 

There is one class of men, whose cha-, 
racter has been remarkably changed by 
this transition from real to personal pro*, 
perty : I mean the Lawyers. I began my, 
attendance in Westminster Hall in January, 
1765. Lord Mansfield was at that time 
Chief Justice of the King's Bench. He. 
was not only a man of great abilities, but 
he possessed a great store of legal know- 
ledge . acquired by patient reading. I sm^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



339 

a^warie, that this is an opinion not generally 
entertamed of him. Vanity led him to 
wish to intimate, that he did every thing 
by genius, and nothing by industry ; and 
perhaps this induced men to believe, that 
he was not what the lawyers call a black 
lettered Ictwyer: but he certainly had a great 
store of knowledge, well treasured up ; 
and, as far as I could observe, he was a 
very upright judge. Were I to mark the 
failing, which was most prominent in his 
character, it would be his want of courage : 
he seemed to me always to stand in fear 
of Sir Fletcher Norton ; but I very much 
doubt whether he had any good will to 
him. On the right hand of Lord Mans- 
field sat Mr. Justice Wilmot, a very learned 
judge, formed by much reading and re- 
flection. He tried causes at Nisi Prius 
with the most commendable patience and 
Ae strictest integrity. On the left hand of 
the Chief Justice sat^ Sir Joseph Yates, a 
well-r«id lawyer, particufeu-ly eminent for 
his' knowledge of pkadiggs. The fourth 
judge, who took his seat on the bench 
tl^ day on which I first attended the court, 
was Sir Richard Aston. He was a m^i 

z i 
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0i a very oid ffupily in tfce Nprth — I he- 
lipve in Chediire. I had m opportumty 
of seeing him several times in the cbarao^ 
ter of judge on the Western Circuit He 
tried causes with sti-icl; integrity; and 
though, perhaps, he had not that store c^ 
legal learning, which wias possessed by Wb 
throe coUe^gi^es, he was a man of sovnd 
sense9 and his decisions were genen^Uy 
rightr 

Whoever contemplates tfce chareeters 
^ these four judges will, I believe, c<m^ 
cur with me in opinion, that no man ought 
to eafpect, that the Court Of King's Bench 
should ever be better filled. These judges 
had »U been formed by patient reading 
and thinking. The books to which they 
hl^d bf^lied themselves are those, wUboh 
h»ve handed down to us the kw of kbI 
fpf operty from remote times. These boc^ 
had givto to the lawyer a. specks of logic 
peeuBar to his profession- It was not the 
suae With the logic c^ the Schoolmeci^ but 
it ^ras more powerful. Wh«i employed 4qr 
Xiiittleton, the mind is kept on tlo^ stretch, 
«fi it is by die reasoning df Aristode. In 
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the hands of Sir EdMrmrd Coke, it ap- 
proaches iidaf er to the subtlety of Loeke. 

I hare bo doubts but diat you will i^ 
npon the bench^ m future ticoes, tfl^n 
€iqual in naturld abilities to those whoift t 
hAve mentioi^d; but they will tiot hatft 
been formed in the same timaiBT i tlveiy 
will have been formeid at the desk^ not bjr 
patient reading. By the old mode of edtt^- 
cation^ the lawyer first acquired scien^tf, 
and ^erwards immersed himself in prad^* 
tiee. By the modem mod«^ he begiltt 
witii that knowledge which is to be ad^ 
laired by ^actice, and he must emerge 
to science, if hfe ever acqaires it LaW«* 
yers, formed adoordiiig to the modetn 
mode^ will perhaps have more dexterity ifi 
the apidlcatidti of t&eir knowledge, ^^ 
]^vyers formed according to the old 
mode : perhaps they may be evc^ va^tb 
meM advooated for privait^ clients : but It 
IS to be feared) that idiey will be d^ei^tt 
«Bi great Contfdtutional questions^ LoMl 
jSoiiners remarked to King Williatn, that it 
was of great importance t6 the crdWH, 
ihat the bench shduld be filled with Cdn- 
ftitutieiial Lawyera. 
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I will now mention a few circumstances 
respecting the characters of those advo^ 
cates, whom I found in possession of 
business when I first attended Westminster 
Hall. Mr. Sergeant Glyim possessed the 
largest store of legal knowledge. I recol* 
lect a conversation, which I had with 
Mr Serjeant Hill on this subject, towards 
the latter end of that gentleman's life. I 
mentioned to him Mr. Dunning, and 
asked whether he was not equal in legal 
knowledge to Mr. Serjeant Gl3nin ? He an- 
swered, " No, every thing wTiich Dunning 
knew, he knew accurately; but Glynn 
knew a great deal more.*' 1 need scarcely 
mention Mr. Serjeant Hill's own character 
as a lawyer. His death happened so very 
few years ago, that his legal reputation 
is known to every one. He was full of 
knowledge ; but, in conversing with him, 
it was very difficult to keep him from wan- 
dering from that subject on which you 
wished to be informed. He hated the law 
of tythes : he said, ^^ that the decisions cm 
that branch of the law were founded in 
folly and injustice. Whenever I conversed 
.with him on this subject, he became in a 
very short time so heated, that there was 
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fid getting any farther information from 
him. 

I have heard the late Mr. Sergeant 
Walker «ay, that Mr. Sergeant Prime was 
the ablest lawyer he had ever known ; and 
I recollect an anecdote told me by Lord 
Thurlow respecting this gentleman. Lord 
Thurldw said, " I drove Mr. Sergeant 
Prime from the bar, without intending it. 
I happened to be walking up and down 
Westminster Hall with him while Dr. Flo- 
rence Henzey was on his trial in the Court 
of King's Bench for High Treason. Ser- 
jeant Prime was at that time the King's 
Prime Sergeant^ and as isuch had prece- 
dence over all lawyers in the King's Ser- 
vice. But the ministers of that day wished 
to pay court to Sir Fletcher Norton^ 
though at that time he had no other rank 
than that of King's Counsel : they had 
therefore entrusted the conduct of the 
trial to Sir Fletcher Norton- I happened," 
said Lord Thurlow, " to make this remark 
tb Mr. Sergeant Prime: * It is a little 
lingular, Sir, that I should be walking up 
and down Westminstw Hall wiA the 
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KingV Ftkm Sergeant^ while a trkil at bar 
for High Treason is going on in tkM 
Court/ The expression struck him,: he 
l^t the afitdnt which had been j^uf on 
him r he went the ilext moriiing, resigned 
bis office, sAd retired from the profesiionJ' 

There are? two other men of the ptofcs- 
^ion, OB whotb I cannof refrsiin frommak^ 
ijifg a few observaticms. I knew th^n b^ 
hitimaldy: I loired then! both; for b6th 
wei^e peculiarlj kind tb the :■ I medoi 
Mr. Dtmning, afterwards Lord Ashburton; 
and Mri Thwlo\tr^ afterwards Lord Thur- 
low. Mr. Dundiiig was the quickest mad 
I erer knew at &e Bar. If an objeclioii 
w%is to be t^ken or answercid at Nisi Friu^i 
be did it oA thei instaiat : his style of retir 
sofiing was sometimes too subl^ fcMr his 
Umten. Mr. Thurlow was tio% a qniob 
ttiah: I have often heard Yam nlake- a 
^eech at Nisi Prius, irhile he was co&$U 
during whslt answ^ he should give to ftn 
dbjection taken by his adversary; He bad 
a ^kgntloquefitiUj which was always ildpost 
iiig ; brit perhaps neither had style of speaks 
k%, n# his 1^^! knowledge, Aor the|>o^ers 
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c^ M» ndadf were suited to the commoB 
rim of Nisi Prius practice. He obtained 
BO inconsiderable share of business in the 
Court of King's Bench at an early period 
of his life« Lord Mansfield checked his 
progress ; not from ill-will to Mr. Thurlow, 
but from a wish to pay court to Sir Flet<- 
cher Norton. I wiU give an instance of 
this^ much talked of when I first attended 
the courts. Mr. Thurlow had to argue 
against the execution of a power in a 
marriage settlement : he took thr^e objec- 
tions : he argued the two first objections 
with great ability, and closed with telling 
lhe courty^ that he thought the case so 
clear on the two objections which he had 
argued^ that he would not trouble them 
with any argument on his third objection. 
When Lord Mansfield delivered the opi^ 
iaoa of the court, two or three days after- 
wardS) he did it in these words : ^^ ]N|r. 
Thurlow^ we decide againirt your client on 
the two objections which you have argued; 
we decide in his favour on the objectipn 
which you have abandoned.'' No young 
lawyer could rise while exposed to such 
wifavourable remarks. I saw him aft^^ 
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wards for several years in the Court of 
King's Bench, a King's Counsel, almost 
without business. Soon after he had begun 
to obtain some degree of practice at the 
bar, he was put into the House of Com- 
mons for the Borough of Tamworth, by 
Lord Weymouth. I have been told, that 
he was at first heard with very little atten- 
tion : I saw him afterwards the most pow- 
erful and the most useful lawyer ever pos- 
sessed by a minister in that House. He 
was made Chancellor in 1778 : when the 
Coalition came into power in the spring of 
1783, Mr. Fox deprived him of the Great 
Seal. He accompanied this deprivation 
with circumstances of harshness, which 
always surprised me : harshness was not 
congenial to the natural disposition of 
Mr. Fox ; and there was no personal en- 
mity between them ; for Lord Thurlow 
always spoke of Mr, Fox with partiality, 
and continued to do so to the day of his 
death. On Mr. Pitt's return to office, on 
the 20th December, 1783, Lord Thurlow 
again received the Great Seal. It is well 
known, that for some years before Lord 
Thurlow was a second time deprived of 
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the Great Seal, he and Mr. Pitt had^iot 
lived on pleasant terms. I never could 
discover the cause of this. I recollect 
Lord Thurlow's having once said to me, 
** When Mr. Pitt first became Prime Mi- 
nister, it was a very unpleasant thing to 
do business with him; but it afterwards 
became as pleasant to do business witJi 
him as with Lord North.'' Every one 
knows, that intercourse with Lord North 
was peculiarly pleasant. Lord Thurlow 
strongly disapproved of Mr. Pitt's conduct 
on the impeachment of Mr. Hastings : 
how far that contributed to excite ill hu- 
mour in him I cannot say. Lord North 
once said to me, " Your friend Lord 
Thurlow thinks, that his personal influence 
with the King authorises him to treat 
Mr. Pitt with humeur. Take my word for 
it, whenever Mr. Pitt says to the King, 
* Sir, the Great Seal must be in other 
hands,' the King will take the Great Seal 
from Lord Thurlow, and never think any 
more about him." It turned out exactly 
as Lord North had said to me : the King 
took the Great Seal from Lord Thurlow, 
and never concerned himself about him 
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afterwards. I hare no doubt, that thb 
conduct of the King was wholly Unei^ 
pelted by Lord Thurlow : it mortified hiih 
most severely. I recollect his saying tb 
iliei^ ^' No man has a right to treat another 
in the tray in which the King has treated 
itie: we cannot tneet bgain in the same 
foom.'' But Lord Thurlow had not read 
the character of his master with the pene^ 
tration of Lord North, 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

On the Consequences of a King of Great Bri^ 
tain being a German Sovereign. 

Teu Brunswick family was selected to 
wear the Crown of England, as the best 
means of securing us from the return of 
popery and despotism. The establish- 
ment of this family, on the death of Queen 
Anne, has preserved us from those evils 
which we dreaded. But the benefits 
which we have received have been mixed 
with some Alldy. We have the character 
of George I. sketched by the hand of the 
Eaii of Chesterfield- He had opportuni- 
ties of approaching this Monarch, and I 
believe he has given us a correct character 
of him. He tells us, that he was a dull 
Grerm^n gentleman. That he neither un- 
derstood, nor concerned himself about the 
interests of EnglaiKi> but that he was 
well acquainted with the mteref^s of 
Hanovier. Ckm of his first ^Gt&y after his 
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accession, was to prevail on the British 
Parliament to purchase for him the Duchies 
of Bremen and Verden, from the King of 
Denmark, for the sum of 250,000/- This 
act was unjust, impolitic, and a violation 
of good faith. During the difficulties of 
Charles XII. of Sweden, the King of 
Denmark had seized on these territories. 
It was evident, that the King of Denmark, 
who had not a pretence of right, would 
not be able to keep them. It was there- 
fore a purchase of stolen goods from a 
thief, who, if we had not purchased, must 
have abandoned them. It was impolitic'; 
for it rendered Sweden the enemy of 
Great Britain for very many years. It 
was also a violation of that treaty of Mun- 
ster, in 1648^ which England had guarah-^ 
teed- I believe the pretence for calling 
on England to pay this -money was the 
advantage which she derived from her 
trade up the river Weser; an' advantage 
which she could not have been deprived 
of, even if the King of Denmark had kept 
the territories. During this reign, we 
were involved in all the mysteries of Ger- 
xdan politics. We engaged in a war widi 
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Spain in 1718, in support of the views of 
the Emperor of Germany. It was a sub- 
ject in which Great Britain was wholly 
uninterested. Fortunately, the war was 
short. 

Perhaps the character of George XL 
may be drawn nearly in the same words 
as that of his father. He was a dull Ger- 
man. Possibly the expression gentleman^ 
might be left out ; for he was sometimes 
coarse and brutal. The war of 1741 had 
originated in a dispute with Spain. It 
might have been begun for British intie- 
rests : it was continued in consequence 
oi German connections. The same may 
be said of the war of 1756. It was begun 
for the support of British interests in 
America ; but the lavish expenditure and 
the continuance of this war, were for the 
support of George the Second's views and 
interests in Germany. 

When George III., in his first address 
to the British Parliament, made use of 
these words, ^^ Bom and educated in this 
country, I glory in the name of Briton,'^ 
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the expression was hailed wi^ joy« 11|^ 
Mtion thought, that they had got ^ British 
King) and that German interests would 
not in future be attended to; but they 
have been mistaken. Though George III. 
never visited Hanover, yet in the progress 
of his life he became in character as truly 
a German Prince as ever his grand&ither 
had been. All his younger sons were 
9ent to Hanover to be educated. They 
returned to England fashioned after the 
manner of the younger sons of a German 
Prince. Hie enktrgement of His Majesty's 
German dominions seems to have been 
as much the object of attention in the 
reign of George IH. as it was in the rei^ 
of George I. or George II. George L 
acquired Bremen and Verdeo. George If. 
acquire the Duchy of Saxe Lawenberg. 
Bfiit the ajcx^uisitions during the reign r^ 
George HI. have been more extenfi^e 
and more important By the tnoat^ of 
Amiens he acquired the Bishopric of 
Osnaburg; and by the late arrang^nents 
at Vienim the rich Bishopric of HiL- 
desheim, mik the Dudiy of Msnden and 
principality c^ East Erieslspid, hav^ been 
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added to his German domiDions. The 
title of Elector has also been changed for 
that of King of Hanover. What differ^ 
ence was intended to be produced by thfe 
change I cannot say. It may perhaps be 
imagined, that, as the Duke of Yoi^ was 
Bishop of Osnaburg, the King, his father, 
had some right to the acquisition of that 
Bishopric. But this is a mistake : Os- 
naburg and Hildesheim have both been 
obtained by acts of injustice. During the 
thirty years war, which preceded the treaty 
of Munster in 1648, every Protestant 
Prince .in Germany took possession of the 
dominions of those ecclesiastical princes 
whom he was able to oppress. I believe, 
that during that period, the Elector of 
Brjandenburg got possession of thirteen 
eeclesiastical sovereignties, and by the ' 
Treiaty of Munster he got them annexed to 
his dominions. A Prince of the House of 
Brunswick Lunenburg had got possession 
of the Bishopric of Osnaburg, and wished 
to have it allotted to him as a temporal 
fief. The Roman Catholic powers saw 
that it was necessary to resist the views 
which the Protei^tant Princes had formed 

2 A 
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of secularizing the different Bishoprics in 
Germany. They decided to make a stand 
on t|ie question for secularizing Osnaburg. 
After much discussion, the matter was 
compromised: it was agreed, that the 
Bis)iop should alternately be Catholic and 
Lutheran; that the Catholic Bishop should 
be elected by the chapt^, and the Lu- 
theran Bishop named by the Duke of 
Brunswick Lunenburg. This arranger- 
men t was adhered to until the treaty of 
Amiens in 1802. By that treaty the 
chapt^ wipis deprived of its right of alte^ 
nately^ nominating the Bishop, and the 
whole Bii^ppric secularized in favour of 
the Elector of Hanover. Those sov^ 
reigns who engaged in the crusade against 
French principlei^ were, I have no doubt, 
• as th^y professed,: enemies to the vioIati<» 
of esj;abli3hed rig^hts ; or, to use a fashion- 
aJt)le expression, they were enemies to the 
violation of la Mgitimiti. Yet, some how 
or other, it has so happened, that there is 
scarcely one German Prince, who has been 
a party in this crusade, who has not vio- 
lated the rights of his weaker neighbour 
for his own immediate b^iefit. 
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Tba British Nation sait with pleasai^ 
th^ probability <^ the Princess Charlotte 
succeeding to th« throne of Great Britain. 
Their pleasure aroi^e fi'om this ciretim- 
stahce ; that by her succession Great Bri- 
tain would be disentangled from her eon^ 
nection with Hanover. For as the King's 
Germian dominions are male fiefs, the 
Princess Charlotte was not capable of 
succeeding to them^ Our hopes were that 
time disappointed. We now flatter ouf- 
aelvea with a similar hope front the succes- 
sioji of the daughter of his late Royal 
Highness the Duke of Kent and ^trathem 
Should she succeed to the throne, we may 
hare the good fortiiat to possess in h^ a 
Sovereign Exclusively British. ' 

I have thus stated the iriconveni^ces 
which have arisen from the House of 
Brunswick being pos(S6ss«ld 6f d^mitfions 
in Germany. I do not mean by this 
statement to undervalue the advantages 
which we have obtained from their suc- 
cession to the Crown of Great Britain. 
The support of that family on the throne 
of Great Britain has preserved us from 

2 A 2 
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popery and despotism, and the deliver- 
ance is inestimable. By the expression 
popery^ I do not mean the religious opi- 
nions in which the Catholics differ from 
the Protestants ; I mean papal power 
considered politically. It was to that 
power that James II. was bigotedly de- 
voted. Had he succeeded in establishing 
it, despotism must have followed. But 
every Englishman must feel the advan- 
tage which his country would derive from 
possessing the Brunswick^ family uncon- 
nected witii- German dominions. Those 
dominions are incapable of defence by 
their own internal strength. Hamelen, 
the only fortress in the country, was 
taken and dismantled by Buonaparte. 
The King of Prussia can at any time take 
possession of Hanover, if it is not pro- 
tected either by Russia or by Austria. If 
Great Britain is interested in its defence, 
she becomes thereby to a certain degree 
subservient to the views of Russia or 
Austria; a subserviency which every 
Englishman must regret. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



357 



CHAPTER XX. 



Characters of George II. and Queen 
Caroline. 

I HAVE said in a former place, that the 
death of Geotge II. did not appear to 
have occasioned much regret in the na- 
tion. I believe, that I am correct in this 
assertion. He has been reproached with 
having burnt the will of his father; 
Mr. Walpole, in his Reminiscences, gives 
a detailed account of Archbishop Wake's 
having produced the will at the Council 
table ; of the King's having taken it, and 
walked out of the room without saying a 
word; and that neither the Archbishop 
nor any member of the Council had the 
courage to demand, that the will should 
be registered. But the King is unjustly 
reproached for this conduct. The will 
was really waste paper : for by the com- 
mon law, a King of England can dispose 
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of no property by wilL All his property, 
whether real or personal, is vested in liim 
in his corporate capacity, and devolves on 
his successor. 

During the reign of Queen Anne a 
circumstaiice happened, which made 
it necessary that this question should 
be discussed. King William had fur- 
nished the palace of Hampton Court: he 
made a will and appointed executors. A 
question arose, to whom did this furniture 
belong, to the executors of King William, 
or to Queen Anne, his successor ? Bight 
of the most eminent lawyers gave their 
, opinion, that the property belonged to the 
Queen. As the matter is curious, and 
the opinion short, I will here state the 
words in which it was gi^en, with * the 
names of the several lawyers who eon- 
Qurred in it. 

^* We the undersigned dedlare, that 
we hold it for undoubted law, that 
jewels, and other personal property of 
that nature, have ev^r been by the law of 
England dencmimieA t^taHiy JtAgliee 
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chattels. We also declare^ tkat by the 
same law of England^ jewels and other 
personal chattels of that nature, which 
have been purchased by the King or 
Queen of England, and not disposed of 
during his or her life, do not descend on 
the death of s^ch King or Queen to that 
person whom such King or Queen may 
have appointed executor of his will; but 
that they belong solely to that person who 
is successor to the Crown ; and this law 
has been established by the opinion of 
lawyers, and has been ever approved and 
observed; and this we well know to be 
the law, from our Own experience, from 
the writings of men learned in the law of 
England, from the books of the annals of 
decisions during the reigns of the several 
Kangs of England, and from the records 
in our courts of justice; and to thiii opi- 
nion wef have subscribed our names. 

HBN*. HATSJSJLL. . fHO. POWYS. ' 
JA. MOUNTAGUB. R. EYRE. 

JO. hawl.es. jo. CONYERS, 

CON. PJ^IPI^S. • SAM. tDOtlD. 

' ** Declared and subsft^bed by the libove 
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named persons, on the 24th December^ 
I7O8, Old Style, before me, 

Tko. Trevarr 

In the year 1800, I had further occa- 
sion to consider this subject. Towards 
the close of the session, Sir John Mil- 
ford, at that time Attorney General, 
brought in a Bill to enable the King to 
make a will of his personal property. 
The House was very thin, as it usually b 
at that season of the year. Sir John Mit- 
ford moved, that the bill should be read a 
second time the next day. 1 was a little 
startled at this, as it liad the appearance 
of the bill being a measure, which Sir 
John Mitford wished to have passed 
through the House without observation. 
I pressed, that the second reading might 
be deferred for two or three days; he 
yielded at last, though with much reluct- 
ance. When the subject was the next 
time mentioned in the House, I suggested 
two points for his consideration. First, 
** whether the King's personal property, 
which was the expression used in the bill, 
was not too large and too indefinite ; and 
I wished him to consider, secondly, whe- 
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tber he intended that, if the King should 
die without having made a will, his per- 
sonal property should be distributed to his 
next of kin, according to the statutes of 
distribution/' In consequence of these 
si^gestions, the bill was altered to its 
present form; viz ; confined to the power 
of bequeathing any property that might be 
accumulated out of certain funds ; and 
enacting, that in case his Majesty made 
no will, his personal property should de- 
scend according to the course of the 
common law ; that is to say, to his suc- 
cessor. I believe I was the only member 
who made any objections to this bill. I 
cannot therefore say, that it was discussed 
in the House ; but the objections, which I 
had taken, made it necessary for me to 
examine the subject. 

His late Majesty, King George III., 
had acted by his grandfather's will in the 
same manner as his grandfather had acted 
by that of George I. j for he considered it 
as a non-operative instrument, and as 
such put it into the fire. I knew that 
William Duke of Cumberland, son of 
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George II., had applied to the late 
Mr. Booth, as to the practicability of 
his recovering a large legacy left him by 
his father's will. As Mr. Booth's papers 
were in the {)ossession of a friend o£ mine, 
I applied to him to permit me to ^e 
Mr. Booth's opinion. He complied with 
my request. Mr. Booth's opinion was like 
all the other opinions of that learned 
lawyer, a most elaborate investigation of 
the subject ; and he closed his opinion 
with this expression, ^^ that a King of 
England has, by the commou ^w, no 
power of bcHjueathing personal property." 
When my friend furnished me with this 
opiniop of Mr. Booth, he furnished me at 
the same time with a cc^y of George the 
Second's will of his Hanoverian property, 
made in 1/51 ; and also with a copy of a 
codicil to the same will, made in 1/59; he 
also furnished me with copies of two 
codicils to the will of the King^s English 
propei^ty. I had read in Bub Doddington's 
Memoirs, the late Earl of Chatlmm^s 
notion. as to the immense personal property 
of Geprge II. When I read it I thoAght 
the suggestkm wild. But when I iead 
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the will of His Majesty's Hanovemn 
property, made in l/^l^ I saw that the 
Earl of Chatham's opinion was not so 
void of foundation as I had imagined. In 
that will the King had left legacies to a 
prodigious amount. To the Duke oif 
Cumberland alone he had left near four 
millions of German dollars ; with large 
legacies to his other children and private 
friends. But in a codicil to this will, 
made towards the close of the year If 59, 
he revoked many of these legacies, assign* 
ing as a reason, that his personal property 
wait greatly diminished by the expenses of 
the German war. This codicil contained 
many very pathetic expressions, denoting 
his great affection for his Hanoverian 
subjects; and pointing out the necessity 
there would be of taking off many of those 
taxes, which had been imposefd on them 
during the war. I do not know, whether 
the Elector of Hanover is restrained by 
the laws of' that country from disposing 
of his personal property fey will; but- I 
have been tdd, that Wilhain Duke of 
Cumberland never was pAiA the more 
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moderate legacy, which he was entitled to 
under the codicil. 

George II. had always publicly kept a 
mistress ; most certainly with the know- 
ledge of the Queen ; and it was generally 
believed that his mistresses were chosen 
by the Queen. I believe Mr. Walpole is 
right when he says, that the Queen was 
the woman who had the strongest hold of 
his affections. I recollect a circumstance 
mentioned to me by my father, which is a 
proof of this assertion. The morning after 
the King's death, my father and Sir Ed- 
ward Wilmot, who were the only two 
King's physicians then in town, received 
an order to be present at the opening <^ 
the body, and to report their opinion as 
to the causes of his Majesty's death. A 
paper of directions left by the King, as to 
the manner in which his body should be 
treated, &c., was produced ; and in that 
paper he had directed, that the coffin 
should be so constructed, that one side of 
it might be drawn out. The coffin in 
which the body of Queen Caroline was 
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placed bad been constructed in a similar 
manner; and his Majesty directed, that 
one side of eacb coffin should be drawn 
out, so that the two bodies might be in 
one coffin. I believe these directions were 
very exactly observed. 

George IL, while Electoral Prince of 
Hanover, had served in the Duke of 
Marlborough's army, and had given dis- 
tinguished proofs of personal courage: 
but I believe that this was the only mili- 
tary qualification which he possessed. He 
had neither literature, nor taste, but had 
a strong sense of decorum. I will men- 
tion a little anecdote as a proof of this. 
The Duke of Richmond of that day was 
one of the King's chief companions. A 
Doctor of Divinity of the Duke's ac^ 
quaintance, eminently learned, had ac- 
quired a knack of imitating the various 
caterwawlings of a cat. The Duke had 
no taste for his friend's learning ; but he 
took great pleasure in hearing him imitate 
the cat. He had often talked to the King 
of this uncommon talent which his friend 
posi^esscKl) and had pressed his Majesty 
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to allow him to place this gentleman be-* 
hind his chair, one day at dinner, that he 
might himself judge of his extraordinary 
power of imitation. The King at last con*' 
sen ted : and this learned man was one 
day placed behind the King's chair^ while 
he was at dinner. The King was for 
some time amused with his various imi- 
tations ; he at last turned round to see the 
gentleman, when he received a bow from 
a gentleman full dressed in canonicals. 
The King was so shocked at the sights 
that he could not refrain fromt saying to 
the Duke of Richmond, ** Do take him 
away : I capnot bear buffoonery from a 
man in such a dress/' If this may not be 
mentioned as a proof of the King's good 
taste, it may at least serve to show that 
he had a strong sense of decorum. 

We have a character of Queen Card^ 
line drawn by the Earl of Chesterfield; 
He begins with saying, " She was ia 
woman of lively, pretty parts. Her^eatfa 
was regretted by none but the King. Sh* 
died meditating projects, which must have 
indtd either in her own ruin, or in that i^ 
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the ooantry/' This is the character given 
of her by Lord Chesterfield. The latter 
part of it alludes to fin opinion , which 
some people entertained, that she wished 
to set aside Frederic Prince of Wales, and 
pUce William Duke of Cumberland on 
the throne. She was remarked for in* 
sincerity. It was a common saying 
asmmg the courtiers, that they wished 
his Majesty had less sincerity^ and her 
Majesty more* She seems to have had 
taste. We ai^ indebted to her for the 
Serpentine River in Hyde Park^ and the 
trees so happily disposed in that Park. 

On the accession of George II., Sir 
Rdbert Walpole's rival exerted himself to 
gain the favour of Mrs. Howard, the 
King^s mistress. Sir Robert had the 
sagacity to discover, that the wife had 
mbl*e influence than the mistress. He 
ohexk exulted in his superior judgement on 
this occasion ; and used to say, in lan- 
guage somewhat coarse, ^^ I took the 
right sow by the ear.'' The Queen knew 
enough of the King's disposition to be 
sensible, that he did not choose to part 
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with his money ; and as she never wished 
to displease his M ajesty^ Mr. Walpole tells 
us, that she obtained money from his 
father without the King's knowledge. I 
have no doubt that this account was true ; 
but she had probably other ways of sup- 
plying herself. It was so generally be- 
lieved that she sold church preferment, 
that the clergy, who attended court, 
i^ually went by the name of her Majesty's 
block game: she died in consequence of 
an operation most injudiciously recom- 
mended. 

Mr. Walpole says, that Lady Sundon's 
influence with Queen Caroline arose from 
her being possessed of the secret of her 
Majesty's being afflicted with a navel rup- 
ture. I doubt the accuracy of Mr. Wal- 
pole's opinion on this subject. Before her 
death the circumstance was generally 
known. Dr. Sands, a man midwife, sug- ' 
gested, that a cure might be effeeted by 
the injection of warm water. Though 
my father was not at that time a coart 
physician, yet he was sufficiently eminent 
in his profession to have the circumstances 
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commuoicated to him by medical men. 
I bave heard him say, that Dr. Mead en- 
tered a most positive protest against the 
experiment ; . and my father added, that 
any man, who was acquainted with ana- 
tomy, must have known that the proposed 
remedy could by no possibility be of ser- 
vice, and was likely to produce calamity. 
I believe, that Sir Edward Hulse was the 
only court physician who approved of the 
proposal. At the time that the operation 
was performed, every wish to keep her 
Majesty's malady a secret must have 
been abandoned : for the courtiers both 
male and female were assembled in the 
antichamber waiting the event. The in- 
testine was burst in the operation, and 
Dr. Sands and Sir Edward Hulse saw, 
that the Queen must inevitably die of a 
mortification within a few hours. The 
only question which then remained for 
the two .physicians was to consider how 
they might get out of the palace before 
the unfortunate issue was known. They 
determined to say that the operation had 
succeeded. As soon as the two physicians 
came out of the Queen's chamber, and 
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announced their success^ the old Duke 
of Newcastle, who was among thoi^ wh6 
waited in the antichamber, ran up to 
Dr. Sands and hugged him, exclaiming, 
^^ You dear creature, the nation can 
never sufficiently reward you for having 
saved the life of the most valuable woman 
in the world ! '' Xhe doctor struggled to 
get away, apprehensive that some of the 
ladies, who had gone in to the Queen after 
the physicians bad left her, might come 
out and disclose the truth. 
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CHAPTER XXL 

Refiections on an intended Marriage be- 
tween Frederic Prince of Wales and 
Lady Diana Spencer. 

Among the ReminisceDceB of Mr. Horace 
Walpole, he takes notice of a plan, which 
had been formed by Frederic Prince of 
Wales to marry Lady Diana Spencer, 
the granddaughter of the old Duchess of 
Marlborough, who was to have given him 
100,000/. with her as a dowry ; and that 
his father, Sir Robert Walpole, had pre- 
vented the design from being carried into 
effect. If this ^marriage had taken place, 
would it ihave been beneficial or dnjurious 
to Great Britain i 

I have already taken notice.ofthe.mil- 
chiefk, which have ensued from Frederick 
'Prince of Wales havingmanried a Prinoe&s 
of Scujce G^ha. It was natural, that-diis 
"German Princess shoald wish that her 
liusband should possess the same sort iOf 

2b2 
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sovereignty as she had seen exercised by 
her father in Germany. But sovereignty 
of this character is inconsistent with the 
principles of the English Constitution. 
Had the Prince of Wales married Lady 
Diana Spencer, he would have had a wife 
not actuated by these sentiments. It may 
be said, that had the Prince of Wales 
married this lady, he would have degraded 
himself by thus forming an inferior con- 
nection ; but this is rather a German 
than an JBnglish notion. Lady Diana 
Spencer was of a family eminently noble : 
it is true, she was not of a princely house, 
and therefore by the laws of Germany the 
marriage would have been a mesalliance^ 
and the children would not have been 
entitled to succe^ to the Electorate of 
Hanover. But would not this have been 
a benefit to Great Britain ? We have de- 
rived many advantages from the Bruns- 
wick family having been placed on the 
throne of Great Britain ; but the posses- 
sion of German dominions by that family 
has been a considerable drawback. From 
the accession of George I. the interests 
of Great Britain have been too frequently 
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sacrificed to the interests of the Elector of 
Hanover. 

Of the six wives of Henry VUI. four 
were the daughters of his English sub- 
jects ; yet he was never thought degraded 
by those marriages. King Edward VI.,. 
Queen Elizabeth^ King James l*y Queen 
Mary, and Queen Anne, were the chil- 
dren of subjects; yet they were never 
thought of with less respect on that ac- 
count. They were related by blood to 
many of their subject^ ; but this circum- 
stance never occasioned any prejudice to 
the country. The House of Brunswick 
has possessed the crown of Great Britain r 
more than one hundred years ; but it still 
remains a German family. Of the King's 
seven sons, five have been educated in Ger- 
many ; and with the exception of the 
Duke of Sussex, whose health rendered 
such an education impracticable, they 
ha^e been educated in the same manner 
as the younger sons of other German 
Princes ; that is to say, as German mili- 
tary. But this is an education not likely 
to produce those sentiments, which are 
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suited to an Bnglish Prince. Let me sup- 
pose that Frederic Prince of Wales hod 
bad as many children by an English wife 
3LB he had affterwards: by his martiage 
with the Princess of Saxe Gotha^ and that 
be had giv^ bis daughters in laarriage to 
British Nobles^ amd married bis sons to 
British Heiresses. Would this bave beeli 
a |)rejudice to the country ? I think the 
contrary, i think it would bave been 
highly beneficiaK He would have sur- 
rounded the tbt-otie with nobles interested 
to guard its rights: his sons would do* 
bave been viewed ai& Bieii drawing main- 
t^hance fromf the ptiblic purse ; as ud-^ 
necessary, but expensive appendages. They 
woiild bave beeti ingrafted in the cdmmon 
stoek; and ^bile solicitous t0 guard tbe 
prerogatives of royally, they would bave 
b^h interested to defend the principles of 
the Constitution. View tbe diffen^ce 
i^hicb ht this tinie enlists between ar 
younger so«i of th^ Kiii^, imdsk nobleman of 
latr^e knded estate, with a power of 
pMeibg half a stfOre tUtei&bers in the Hous6 
of CJonitttoiis^. Is» sueb a diifdr^lice of 
skuatlbtl beneficial to the tMimtty? Kjng 
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Henry IV. is said to have beea related by 
Iblood to evecy Earl in the kiDgdom ; 9^ 
that the usage of the King's addressing 
£arls by the title of Cousin has arken 
from this consanguinity. liOng may th$ 
dynasty of Brunswick remain ; but kit it 
be a British family. I am aware^ that 
lliere are men> who might profess to f^ar 
this influence of the crown over great fami^ 
lies from consanguinity. L^t it however 
be remembered, that it would be an influ*- 
ence perfectly consistent with the princi- 
ples of our Constitution. I think it would 
be advantageous to the country, that tjL 
great family should be connected with tb^ 
crown by the means which I have men- 
tioned, rather than by the possession of 
great sinecure employments. Under the 
Plantagenet dynasty, many of our noble 
families were allied to the crown. Be- 
tween sixty and seventy members of that 
family are said to have perished during ' 
the contest between the houses of York 
and Lancaster. This sufficiently shows how 
much the alliances of the royal family 
were extended ; and it does tiot appear, 
that any inconvenience ever arose from 
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these alliances. On the deposition of 
Hichard II. it is scarcely possible, that 
the title of Mortimer could have been for- 
gotten ; for hei had been publicly recognized 
as the heir and successor to the crown but 
a little while before. Henry IV. did not 
choose to define exactly by what title he 
claimed the crown. He was, by his mo- 
ther's side, the heit of the Earls of Lan- 
caster, who were descended from a bro- 
ther of King Edward I. Mr. Hume takes 
notice of a report that had been propa- 
gated, that this brother of Edward I. was 
really the elder brother; and that he had 
been postponed in the line of succession by 
his parents, on account of some personal 
deformity. .Whether such report ever had 
existed before the accession of Henry IV., 
or whether it was ever much credited, 
cannot now be ascertained. Henry IV. 
did not choose to claim as a King elected 
by Parliament. He seems to have stated 
his title to have been that of a King de 
facto et dejurcy without further explana- 
tion. If the principles, avowed at the Re- 
volution in 1688, had been fully recog- 
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nized on the deposition of Richard 11., 
most probably Henry IV. would have 
stated bis title in a different manner. For 
at the Revolution in 1688 the Parliament 
proceeded on the idea, that James II. had 
abdicated, or in other words forfeited, not 
for himself alone, but for all those who 
might claim as heirs through him ; and 
therefore, after Queen Mary's death, Wil- 
liam III. was preferred, in the succession, to 
the Princess Anne of Denmark. The same 
principle was observed in the act of settle- 
ment, when the Brunswick family, de- 
scended from a daughter of James I., was 
called to the succession before the nearer 
heirs, descended from Henrietta, Duchess 
of Orleans, daughter of Charles I. Nor 
is the principle unreasonable. A peer, by 
the commission of high treason, forfeits 
not only for himself, but for all who claim 
through him. I am aware, that this is 
under an act of Henry VIII. ; but, if the 
^subject were fully considered, I think it 
would be found, that that act of Henry VIII. 
was only declaratory of the common law. 
I am also aware, that though the Scottish 
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pM*lianleiit used the word ^f forfeited," the 
English Parliament only said, that the 
King had ^' abdicated/' Bust the word 
abdicated was certainly used as sjnoni- 
mous to forfeited. At the accession of 
Henry IV., how far a Kii^ could forfeit, 
how far a Parliament could elect a new 
dynasty, were questions not accurately set- 
tled. And although discontented nobles 
sometimes set up the title of Mortimer, 
during the reign of Henry IV., yet, if the 
mental derangement of Henry VI., inhe- 
rited most probably from bis maternal 
grandfather, bad not given occasion to 
the title of Mortimer being brought for^ 
ward, the same principle of law, whidi 
was adopted in 1688, would have been 
held to have been the law on the depo- 
sition of Richard II. ; viz. that a King, 
whose conduct has induced a forfeiture of 
royalty, has forfeited, not for himself alone, 
but for all who claim the succession as 
heirs t6 him. B«it the dispute between 
the houses of York and Lancaster did not 
neMlt from the numerous alliances of the 
royal family. * It was a question, as to the 
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right of succefisioii, between two branches 
of the same family. In reference) to this 
doctriiie^ that a King, bj his conduct, may 
forfeit for his heirs as well as for himself, 
I may be told perhaps, that, by the com- 
mon law of England, a King can do no 
wrong. I admit this doctrine in its fullest 
extent ; it is the doctrine of liberty, not of 
despotism. The meaning of the principle 
is, that ministers shall not protect them- 
selves from being punishable for their 
conduct by saying, that they acted under 
the immediate orders of the King himself. 
But since the Norman Conquest, we have 
four instances of Kings who have suffered 
for their conduct : viz. Edward II., Rich- 
ard II., Charles I., and James II. The 
three first were put to death ; the latter 
was deprived of royalty. Upon what 
principle can the conduct of the nation 
towards these four Monarchs be justified, 
except on this principle, that they were 
punishable for misconduct ? Whether we 
say that James II. had abdicated, or had 
forfeited, or had been deprived, if we do 
not use this expression to signify, theit the 
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right of those who were in the line of suc- 
cession to him was extinguished by the 
King's mbconduct/ upon what principle 
was the Princess Anne of Denmark post- 
poned in the order of succession to Wil- 
liam lU.? 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



381 



CHAPTER XXIL 



On the Consequences produced by the 
personal Character of George III. 

George III. is now no more. . This 
circumstance authorizes us to review his 
character with the same freedom as we 
may do that of any of those Monarchs 
who have preceded him. I have already 
mentioned the character which he dis- 
played at the commencement of his 
reign; that he was sober — temperate — of 
domestic habits — addicted to no vice — 
swayed by no passion. 

The whole tenour of his life has 
justified the impression^ which was first 
received of him. Those who approached 
him formed another opinion of his cha- 
racter ; in which^ however^ the event has 
shown, that they have been totally mis- 
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taken. They thought, that he was a weak 
man, and that we should probably have a 
reign of favouritism. These ideas were en- 
tertained even by sagacious men ; but they 
were conceived erroneously. George III. 
was not a weak man. His objects were 
little, and injudiciously chosen: but 
no Monarch ever displayed more dex- 
terity in his choice of the means to ob- 
tain those objects. So far from his life 
having be^n a reign of favouritism, he 
does not appear ever to have entertained 
kindness for any minister whom hu 
employed, except for the Earl of Bute; 
and after he found, that this nobiemaji 
wanted the courage necessary for his pur* 
poses, he seems to have withdras«n all hk 
favour froufk him, and never more to haiHi 
wished to replace him in office; BnaA 
George 111. had been educated by bit 
mother. She had formed her ideas of 
sovtereigti power at the court cf her 
father, the Duke of Saxe Gotha; and alie 
could never bring herself to be of opinion^ 
that sovereignty should be exercised in 
Great Britain in a mannw -diffeMnt irMti 
that in which she bad seen it exercised at 
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lier father's court. In Saxe Gotha, 
sovereignty is property : in Great Britain 
it is magistracy^ In Saxe Gotha, the 
Soi^ereign's personal wishes and opinions 
are to be obeyed, and he is his own 
minister ; in Great Britian, the Sovereign 
is to choose for his ministers those, whom 
he thinks most qualified to advise 
measures beneficial to the country. If 
he does not approve of the measures they 
recommend, he may remove his ministers 
and appoint others; but whatever mea- 
sures are carried into effect, the advfeers 
ought not only to be responsible, but dis- 
tinctly known and recognized as the 
advisers. This is not an opinion, which 
has been only theoretically adopted by 
those who have treated of the English 
Constitution; it has been explicitly 
declared in Parliament. An act once 
existed, enacting, that every measure 
reciommended by the Privy Council should 
be signed by those Privy Counsellors who 
advised it. This kw sufficiently declared 
the principles of our Constitution, it 
completely negatived the idea of the King 
being his own minister. But minister^; 
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did not choose to have their names so 
openly exposed^ and the act was repealed. 
TTie sentiment^ which the Princess 
Dowager had most anxiously impressed 
on the King's mind was this, viz. that 
he should be his own minister; that he 
should vigilantly observe every attempt of 
his ministers to assume control over him, 
and use his endeavours to prevent it. 
The Princess Dowager was led to enforce 
this sentiment on her son, not only from 
the manner in which she had seen 
sovereign power exercised in her father's 
court, but also from the control which she 
had seen exercised by the Pelham party 
over George II. The conduct of that 
party to her late husband and herself had 
excited her resentment; and this resent* 
ment mingled itself with her political 
aversion. The wish to be his own 
minister, and to exercise his power per* 
sonally, was the leading feature in George 
the Third's character, through his whole 
reign. It influenced his domestic, as w^U 
as his political conduct. There does not 
appear any interval, in which this Aen* 
timent was suspended. < The miseries 
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occasioned by his reign have all flowed 
from this source. Like other Monarchs, 
he was desirous of power. But it was 
not the desire ot becoming a military con- 
queror^ or even of extending his 
dominions. It was little more than the 
desire of appearing great in the eyes of 
his pages and valets de chambre — that it 
might be said ^^ The King gave away 
such a bishoprick/' or ^^ appointed to 
sueh an employment/' It was the little 
object of a little mind. 

The reign of George III. has from 
its commencement exhibited a struggle 
between the King's personal wishes and 
the opinions of his ostensible ministers* 
Hie two first wishes^ which he seems to 
have entertained, were to break the power 
of the Pelham faction, and to restore 
peace. These wishes were judicious. 
But the instrument, which he employed to 
effectuate his objects, was unfortunately 
chosen. The Earl of Bute was not 
qualified to be a minister. He was re- 
moved ; and from the time of his removal 
wt va&f dale the establisbment of the 
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ortensible ministen. 

The measure of iaxihg our Amerkan 
Colonies by the vote of a British Par- 
lument, was brau^t forward while 
Mn Grenville was the ostensible minister. 
Whether this measure proceeded from the 
interior cabinet^ or from the ostensible 
minister, is a matter of doubt. From the 
obstinacy with which the King persevered 
in it, from the eagerness with which it 
was proclaimed, that: it was personally the 
King's object; that those who mipported 
it. were his friends, while those who 
y opposed it were io be ranked ast^sloyal, 
and as his feoefuifis; &om this language 
being held long aft» i^e death of 
iMr« GrenviMe, when his influence nuifit 
hey^ ceased, men axe induced to suspeot, 
that tt was the King's measure rather 
dian that of Mr. Grenviile. 

There is another eircumatance, which 
kads men to doubt, whether the uieasuise 
originally proc»«ded from Mn CbtnviUe. 
From the iheginnii^ a£ AhfU.geiitlemaR'S 
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mdminiitration it was manifestly his object 
to increase the public revenue. If the 
only idea which operated on his mind 
was^ that America ought to contribute a 
portion of the public revenue, he had no 
occasion to bring forward the Stamp Act« 
He had the money already collected. He 
might have employed it in aid of the 
public service, without affording the 
Americans a pretence for complaint. I 
will explain what I mean by this asser- 
tion. It had been deemed advisable to 
encourage the growth of various articles 
of American produce, by allowing a 
bounty on their importation into Great 
Britain. I have heen told, that when the 
Sta^np Act was brought forward by 
;Mr. Grenville, the bounties thus payable 
-on American produce amounted to five 
httfMilred thousand pounds a year. 
Mr. Grenville only proposed to raise two 
hundred thousand pounds a year by the 
Stamp Aet. If revenue alone was his 
dl;|«ct, it is scarcely credible, that he 
omild have overlooked this sum, which 
WBB already in tiie coffers of the pubtic; 
and resm^ted to ^ mode of taxation, which 
from its iiovdty was necessarily uncertaib. 

2c 2 
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But revenue was not the object of those 
who recommended the Stamp Act, Power 
and patronage influenced their wishes* 
I do not pretend to know who wtre the 
real advisers of the Stamp Act. Perhaps 
hereafter it may be ascertained. The 
King dismissed George Granville^ bei^ause 
he found him not sufficiently subservient 
to his views; he dismissed the Marquis 
of Rockingham^ because that nobleman 
had repealed the Stamp Act ; he appointed 
the Duke of Grafton minister^ and it was 
given out that the noble Duke was to 
act under the guidance of the Earl of 
Chiatham; but soon after the esta- 
blishment of this ministry 9 the Earl of 
Chatham was taken ill; his illness was of 
very long continuance^ and of such a 
nature as to preclude him from all inter* 
course with others on any public business. 
During this interval of Lord Chatham's 
absence from the cabinet^ the King 
contrived to have the question of taxing 
the American Colonies again brought 
forward. By playing man against man^ 
and faction against faction^ he at length 
obtained his wishes^ and the American 
Colonies found themselves reduced to the 
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alternative of unconditional submission, or 
explicit and avowed resistance: they 
chose the latter. While tbj$ ^^^g was 
pursuing this object of reviving the dis- 
pute with America, he seems to have 
employed that maxim of the politician, 
Divide et imperUy with much dexterity. 
The late Earl of Shelburne told a friend 
of mine, ^^ that the King possessed one 
art beyond any man he had ever known ; 
for that, by the familiarity of his inter- 
course, he obtained your confidence, pro- 
cured from you your opinion of different 
public characters, and then availed himself 
of this knowledge to sow dissension." 

The war began in 177^> ^^^ ^^s con- 
tinued for eight years, when the King, 
much against his wishes, was compelled to 
relinquish the contest- — he was com- 
pelled to relinquish it, because he could 
fiiid no man, who would consent to be the 
ostensible minister for caiTying on the 
wan But he still retained so strong a 
desire to continue the contest, that he 
could not refrain from employing his 
household troops to affront the £arl of 
Sbelbume, the minister who had made 
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the peace. The Earl of Shelburne would 
not submit to the affront ; here signed^ add 
the King found himself under the neces- 
sity of appointing the Coalitionists hifi 
ministers. These gentlemen came into 
office strongly impressed with the opinion 
they had formed of the King's character ; 
t;t2. that nothing could induce him to 
relinquish the wish he entertained of 
being his own minister. I recollect the 
answer which Mr. Fox once made me 
when I put this question to him ; ^^ Whe^^ 
ther it was not possible for him to con- 
ciliate the King ?'' He replied, " No, it is 
impossible : no man can gain the King." 
And I believe Mr. Fox's answer was just. 
The King must have seen, that Lord Thur- 
low was devoted to him ; yet he removed 
Lord Thurlow the moment Mr. Pitt required 
his dismission. And he did this, not £rdm 
any regard for Mr. Ktt^ for he never fea^ 
any regard for him : but because Mt* Pitt 
was more necessary to his immediato 
views. When the Coalitionists came into 
office in the early part of the yeafr 17^3, 
they were impressed with the necessity of 
controlling the King's wishes : and 
although the Coalition had to a certain 
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degcee rendered Mr* Fox aiiid bi« 
friends unpopular^ yet I think that the 
Coalitionists would have retained their 
power^ if they had not been under the 
guidance of Mn Burke. But the wrong- 
headedness^ the arrogance^ the violence^ 
and the corrupt views of that gentleman^ 
deprived the ministers of the confidence of 
the country. Mr. Pitt consented to be 
the King's ostensible minister; and the 
general election which followed his ap** 
pointment completed the downfal of the 
Coalitionists. I have said^ that Mr. Pitt 
consented to be the King's ostensible 
minister. But I do not mean by this to 
insinuate^ that Mr. Pitt was ready on all 
occasions to comply with the King's 
wishes. Neither of them loved the other. 
It was imipossible for Mr. Pitt to forget 
the King's treatment of his father; and 
there was too much original integrity in 
Mr. Pitt's character to ^low him to be 
acceptable to the King. I believe they 
had many quarrels. There was one in 
particular, which became generally known* 
The King had relied^ that he could make 
Mr. William Grenville minister, in case 
he was compelled to separate himself from 
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Mr. Pitt. Mr. Pitt determined to deprife 
the King of this great card. He thwe-^ 
fore suggested to his Majesty, that it was 
necessary that Mr. Grenville should be 
placed in the House of Lords. Th$ 
King saw Mr. Pitt's object, and resisted. 
It was said, that this resistance was 
carried to such a length, that Mr. Pitt 
had actually resigned ; but that the Queen 
prevailed on the King to yield to 
Mr. Pitt's demand. Mr. William Gren*- 
ville was removed to the house of Lords^ 
and thus the King was deprived of th« 
only man, whom he could have named as 
successor to Mr. Pitt in the House of 
Commons. 

During the whole of the King's reign 
much use had been made of his personal 
and private character. It was indus- 
triously propagated, that the moral cha- 
racter of a King was the circumstance 
the most to be attended to by his sub* 
jects. And when the King's eldest son 
grew up, the contrast between the fatl^ 
and the son was industriously and malevo- 
lently reiparked by every courtier. .This 
operated two ways. It raised the King's 
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eharacter, and depressed that of him wbn 
was to be looked to as his successor. 

= The Prince of Wales is now become our 
Sovereign; posterity will appreciate his 
merits. I will however mention one or 
two circumstances in which he has been 
unfortunate. The King was very happy 
rir the choice of Bishop Markham and 
Mr. Cyrill Jackson, as the Prince's pre* 
ceptor and sub-preceptor; I believe als<^ 
that the Earl of Holdernesse was a very 
proper man for the office of Governor to 
the Prince. Ill health made it necessary 
for the Earl of Holdernesse to go abroad. 
On his return, sickliness had probably 
rendered him peevish. He complained of 
the ascendancy, which Mr. Jackson had 
obtained over the mind of the young Prince. 
Bishop Markham vindicated his assistant ; 
and the King availed himself of the dis- 
laiion to dismiss them all. I consider the 
removal of Mr. Jackson as a national 
calamity. I knew him well. He was a 
man of a master mind; eminently qua- 
lified to educate a young Prince. After 
he had quitted the office of sub-preceptor 
t^ the Prince of Wales he took orders. 
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dwindled into the character of a scheol«> 
master. Those who have only known 
hkn while Dean of Chris* Cbuiich will 
form a very inadequate idea of the poweri 
of bis mind. The Prince was in his 
fifteenth year when the Earl of Hcd- 
demesse^ Bishop Markham, and Mr. Jaek-^ 
son, were removed from about his person. 
If the King could have replaced them 
even with men better qualified, they woidd 
most probably not have possessed the same 
means of guiding the Prince as were 
possessed by those who had the care of 
him from his earliest years. But tbe men 
who succeeded were wholly unequal to the 
charge; and tbe Prince's education was 
terminated. The Princess Dowager df 
Wales had kept the King out of soekty. 
The pretence was the preservation of his 
mdrak. The King i^eems to have bad the 
same ideas? respecting tbe Prince of 
Wales ; not recollecting, that, as bis pre* 
ceptors were removed, the remaining part 
of his education must depend on bis com* 
panions. 

There was another circumstance iti 
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the King's conduct towards the Prinoei 
eqlually unfortunate* When bis Royal 
Highness came oi age^ an establishment 
was assigned to him far beyond what could 
be supported by the very moderate income 
which was allowed him. Thii& occasioned 
him to contract debts; and when it became 
necessary that those debts should be Ak^ 
eharged) very little care was shown to 
protect the Prince's character from dis- 
grace. The courtiers were everywhere 
active in contrasting the regularity of the 
King's life with the indiscretions of the 
Princev On the establishment of the 
Prince's household^ every man must have 
seen^ that an expense was created whi(^ 
his income would not be able to discharge. 
Parental affiiction^ and the political sodici*- 
tude which the Monarch in possession 
ought to have for the character of his ini*» 
mediate successor, should both have at-* 
tracted the King's attention. There ms 
another circumstance also, which ought 
hot to have been overlooked. The Duchy 
of Cornwall was^ the Prince's property 
from the hour of his birth. When he 
came of age^ the Prince was put in pos-» 
session of the revenues of this Xhtchy^ 
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But the Prince obtained no part of that 
revenue, which had been received from the 
Duchy during hi& minority. A different 
treatment was shown to the Duke of York. 
When he came of age, the whole revenue 
received from the Bishopric of Osnaburg, 
during his minority, was paid over to him. 
There was another circumstance respect- 
ing the Duchy of Cornwall, by which b 
still greater injury was done to the Prince 
of Wales. The King procured an act of 
Parliament to be passed, authorizing him 
to grant leases of the Prince's lands in 
Cornwall for ninety-nine years, determina- 
ble upon lives ; for these leases the King 
received fines during the Prince's minority, 
to the amount I believe of about two hun- 
dred and fifty thousand pounds. What a 
difference would it have made to the 
Prince, if, when he came of age, estates ki 
possession had been delivered up to him^ 
instead of reversions expectant on leases 
for ninety-nine years, with small rents re- 
served. Even this sum of two hundred 
and fifty thousand pounds received by the 
King for the leases which he had granted, 
though obviously an inadequate compen- 
sation, was not paid over to the Prince. It 
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may be said perhaps^ that the King re^ 
ceived this power from Parliament. 1 ad- 
mit it: but the Parliament had no right 
to grant this power. It was a gross 
breach of faith by the guardian of the 
Prince's estates. I am justified in saying, 
that the Parliament is as much the guardian 
of the Prince's estates as it is of the demesnes 
of the Crown. I am justified, in saying 
this by the conduct of the House of Com- 
mons in the reign of Henry IV. Richard II. 
had granted away many of the estates 
of the Duchy of Cornwall. The House of 
Commons took notice of this, and sent 
up a bill to the House of Lbrds, requesting 
their concurrence in a bill for the restora- 
tion of these lands to Prince Henry, after- 
wards King under the name of Henry V. 
iThe House of Lords refused to concur ; 
but though they refused to concur with 
the Commons in the bill, the House of 
Lords addressed the King^ to direct the 
law officers of the crown to commence 
suits against the possessors of these lands 
on behalf of. the Prince: the address was 
complied with, and the lands were re- 
covered for the Prince. In the suit sub- 
^equeoUy instituted, in the reign of James I: 
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by his SOD Prince Henry, for lands part of 
the Duchy of Cornwall, which had been 
iuprovidently granted away by Queen 
Elizabeth, though the proceedings were 
only in a court of law, the same doctrine 
seems to have been adopted ; viz. that the 
estates of the Prince of Wales were as 
much under the protection of Parliament 
as the demesnes of the crown. I am 
aware that it will be said, the Prince of 
Wales afterwards received a compensation 
for his rights. He brought a suit against 
the King, by petition, and, in 1803, re^ 
ceived two hundred and twenty thousand 
pounds €oT compromising his claim ; a sum 
shamefully inadequate. But what would 
have been the different situation of the 
PHnce, if he had received even this sum 
in 1783, when he came of age, instead Si 
receiving it in 1803 ? In mentioning the 
subject, one can scarcely refrain from 
cdntrasting the conduct of Edward IH. 
wiith that of George HI. When Edward 
the Third's son was little more than ele^c^ea 
years of age, he gave hkn an hereditary 
estote in the Duchy of .^Cornwall, with the 
imneduate possession .of aH its revenues. 
He At ilie jsame time itimMed him jfiHr 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



39ft 

ibkis life in the Principality of Wales, emd 
the Earidom of Chester, with the imme- 
diate possession of their revenues. The 
reason assigned in our law hooks for this 
conduct is, because the King's son ror 
ruacat patris radiis. £dward IIL saw with 
pleasure the attention of his subjects Mir 
tracted towards his son and future suc>- 
o^sor. Garman sentiments prevented 
George III, from, feeling this delight- 
Mr. Pitt was completely established in 
the situation of prime minister after the 
general election in 1784 ^ and seems te 
have had more control over the King 
than any other ostensible minister, subsei- 
quently to the resignation of the Earl of 
Bute, Mr. Pitt owed this power to the 
fear in which the King stood of the 
Coalitionists ; and after his Majesty's ill- 
iMss in 1788-9, bis apprehensions^ were 
probably increased. The French Revolm^ 
tion burst forth in 17^- George III, 
saw the consequeneesi, which this Revo^ 
lutiap^ was likdiy to produce on kingly 
power. It is well known, that he said 
t«^ every courtier who ap]n*oached bisi, 
^^ If a frtop is not put to 'FrencSi prioci* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^400 

pies, there will not be a King left in 
Europe in a few years/' But Mr. Pitt 
had sufficient control over the King to 
restrain him from embarking in war 
against France. It was not till the end 
of the year 1792, that Mr. Pitt's influence 
<m this subject was overruled. At the 
close of that year, Mr. Burke prevailed on 
the great Whig families to declare them*^ 
selves in favour of a war with France. 
They were received by the King with joy. 
Mn Pitt yielded to the King's wishes, and 
the crusade against French principles was 
commenced. The contest is not yet ter- 
minated. This is my opinion, while re* 
sident in France, on the 7*^ of March, 
1820. In the town which I now inhabit, 
the house formerly occupied by the Inqui- 
sition has been purchased for the use of 
the Missionaries : and it is well known, 
that a body of men, under the name of 
sicrits, are still kept in the same town and 
its neighbourhood. Probably they are not 
so numerous as they w^ere in 1815. They 
were then uncontrollable. They openly 
murdered General Ramel^ the Commander 
of the King's forces in^this towo. I believe 
i>tber generals in the service of Louis XVIII. 
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e;(peri«noe4 thfl s^ame fa*e in other, 
pai^s of France. The Missioi:iaf^ie« opeoly 
preach the qece$sity of re$torijag confis-^ 
cated property to thci church ; a^d their 
d^courses have much influence on the. 
coomion people, While it is k]»ow% that 
twQ such bodies, of men are kept on foot, 
can it be believed^ that the nobles aajd 
fanatics have relinquished their hope of 
re-establishing the ancien regime? They 
will probably make the attempt, but their 
efibrts will £aU. The great body of th* 
French Nation will never consent to the 
re*^stablishment of old abusei^ 

The contest is begun m Spain : the 
a^my:» the cowmeycial interest, and men 
of learning, are united in the demand of a 
Constitution, and the assembly of the 
Cortes. They are oppo$e4 by the King^ 
the priesthood^ and a lai^^ proportion of 
the nobles- Most probably * free Constitun 
tion will terminate the contest. Kings and 
noblea ought to recollect, that the United 
States of America have now acquired that 
degree of importance, that the opinions of 
the inhabitants of that country mwAt ne- 

2d 
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cessarily influence the opinions of the in- 
habitants of Europe. The Spanish Colo- 
nies in America will probably soon form 
a Government similar to that of the 
United States. Let Kings and Nobles 
also recollect, that every eflbrt, which has 
hitherto been made to stop French prin- 
ciples, has only contributed to strengthen 
their growth. 

During five months, in the year 1788-9, 
Royalty in Great Britain existed only in 
abeyance. This was a misfortune. Should 
a long minority take place before the 
House of Commons is made the represen- 
tative of the intelligence and opulence of 
the country, Oligarchy or Revolution 
will most probably be our lot. ' There is 
another circumstance which deserves the 
consideration of Kings. It has been ge- 
nerally supposed, that standing armies 
form the surest support of royal power : 
but this is not always the case : the French 
Revolution was effected by the army. If 
Spain succeeds in establishing a free Con- 
stitution, she will be indebted for it to 
her army- 
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I have said, that George III. had not 
the wish to be a military conqueror: 
Some perhaps may think that the acquisi- 
tioDS in India prove this opinion to be 
erroneous. But let it be remembered, 
that the acquisitions in India were not the 
work of the King, or even of the British 
Nation. The civil and military servants 
of the India Company derived immediate 
wealth to themselves from every new con- 
quest. They suggested, that the newly 
acquired dominion would yield an increase 
of revenue to the India Company. But 
this statement was most commonly found 
to be false. The revenues of the new 
conquest were almost always found, after 
a few years possession, to be unequal to 
the increased expense. The conquests in 
India are the acquisitions of a trading 
company, pirate et houtiquiere. 

At the accession of George III. he 
seemed to pay very little attention to his 
German dominions. They had been the 
object of his grandfather's affection ; and 
Greorge III. had been educated to dislike 
every thing which his grandfather had 
been fond of. But in the progress of.lm 

2 D 2 
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^eigft his attevtion wbs drawn to his 
Genmui sovereignty. His younger soMr 
were sent to Qemiany^ and edacated like 
the BODS of oth&r German Princes. There 
is no proof that George III. was avari^ 
eious. There is reason to believe^ that 
he received large presents from Indian 
IVinees ; but those presents were in dia- 
monds, and given by him to the Queen. 
Although be was not avaricious, yet he 
4ever displayed any i»gnal marks of gene^ 
Msity. It is postsible, that at the com^ 
mencement of his reign he conferrisd 
considerable gifts on the Earl trf Bv^t. 
But he does not appear evter to have been 
solicitous to relieve hi^o^n i^ns from their 
pecuniary embarassments. 

In his children Gksorge IIL was peeut 
liarly fortunate. For of fifteen^ only two 
died in their infancy. Of the remaining 
thirteeti, every man in private life ^#ould 
have been proud. 

I will add but one* reflection more. Ftt^ 
Kings have ever reigned, whose personal 
tharacter and personal washes' have wfe* 
rated such miportant chatiges. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 



On the T'hree Kings of the Bnmswick 
Race. 



l^RHE rdgns of Princes of the Brunswick 
£nmily have passed away. During d»e 
reign of George L, the King nev^ seeim 
to have thought of Great Britain, €xci;pt 
only as he could make it subservient to 
his German views. The first act of his 
reign was to acquire Bremen and Verden. 
This was a gross act of injustice : and 
a violation of that guarantee dS tbe 
treaty of Munster, in 1648, to which Eog- 
knd 'Stood pledged. That treaty had 
settled the rights of the different Prinoes 
of Germany. I believe the seizure of 
Brenen mid Verden was the £fst open 
Tldlation of <^at treaty; and it served a« 
a yrecedemt for all those iufHogements joF 
the rights of German Princes which have 
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since followed. The British Parliament 
paid two hundred and fifty thousand 
pounds for this acquisition. The loss of 
the friendship of Sweden, which was the 
consequence of this act of injustice, was 
an injury to the interests of Great Britain 
of much more importance. Every year of 
this King's reign seems to have produced 
some treaty, which had for its object his 
own interest as a German Prince. In 
I7I8, Sir George Byng, an English Ad- 
miral, destroyed the Spanish Fleet. The 
gallantry of this achievement was much 
applauded, but without reason ; for tbe 
Spanish Fleet was in such a condition cis 
to render it wholly unequal to the contest. 
It was a violation of the law of nations, 
for no hostilities had been previously de- 
clared between Spain and Great Britain. 
The measure was adopted to promote 
the views of the House of Austria iii 
Sicily. 

Perhaps George II. was more atten- 
tive to the interests of Great Britain than 
his father had been. But the Continental 
;wars of 1741 and 1756 were undertaken 
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purely to promote the King's interests as 
a German Prince. 

George III.^ at his accession, did 
not appear to have the same partiality for 
Hanover as had been shown by his prede- 
cessors. As he had never been in Ha- 
nover, he did not feel that predilection, 
which is the result of early habits ; and 
he had been educated to dislike the 
German war, because it was the measure 
of his grandfatlier. But he gradually be- 
came a German Prince. To that country 
he sent his younger sons for education. 
From that country £heir wives were to be 
brought; and when the French Revolution 
broke out, the danger of its example 
affecting other Governments, must have 
been more strongly felt by him as a Ger- 
man Prince than as a King of Great Bri- 
tain. But the calamity, which George III. 
has brought upon Great Britain, by 
the pressure of those taxes, which have 
been imposed to support his unnecessary 
wars, has almost absorbed every other con- 
sideration. Yet the People of England 
have not abandoned the wish of being 
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separated from Hanover. This led them 
to see with pleasure the prospect of the 
succession of the Princess Charlotte. In 
that hope they have been diss^pointed. 
Should the daughter of the late Duke of 
Kent succeed to the Crown, their wishes 
may be realized. 



THE END. 



CHARtrS WOOO^ PriDter, 
Poppin's Court, Pl«et Street. London. 
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